
The thoughts and opinions expressed are those of the authors and not necessarily of the U.S. Government, 

the U.S. Department of the Navy or the Naval War College. 

 

International Law Studies—Volume 60 

Documents on Prisoners of War 

Howard S. Levie (Editor) 



83 

DOCUMENT NO. 35 

1907 HAGUE CONVENTION X FOR THE ADAPTATION TO MARI­
TIME WARFARE OF THE PRINCIPLES OF THE GENEVA 

CONVENTION [OF 6 JULY 1906] 
(18 October 1907) 

SOURCES 
36 Stat. 2371 

1Bevans694 
100BFSP415 

2 AJIL Supp. 153 

NOTE 
The first attempt, made in 1868, to adapt to maritime warfare the rules 

applicable to the wounded and sick of armies in the field had probably been 
unsuccessful (DOCUMENT NO. 26). The second attempt, the 1899 Hague 
Convention III (DOCUMENT NO. 29), had received wide acceptance. So, 
too, did the present convention. No attempt was made to update this 
convention in 1929, when its land warfare counterpart was redrafted 
(DOCUMENT NO. 48), so it remained in effect until superseded by the 1949 
Geneva Second Convention (DOCUMENT NO. 107). 

EXTRACTS 
ARTICLE 10. 

The religious, medical, and hospital staff of any captured ship is inviolable, 
and its members cannot be made prisoners of war. On leaving the ship they 
take away with them the objects and surgical instruments which are their 
own private property. 

This staff shall continue to discharge its duties while necessary, and can 
afterwards leave, when the Commander-in-chief considers it possible. 

The belligerents must guarantee to the said staff, when it has fallen into 
their hands, the same allowances and pay which are given to the staff of 
corresponding rank in their own navy. 

ARTICLE 11. 
Sailors and soldiers on board, when sick or wounded, as well as other 

persons officially attached to fleets or armies, whatever their nationality, 
shall be respected and tended by the captors. 

ARTICLE 12. 
Any war-ship belonging to a belligerent may demand that sick, wounded, 

or shipwrecked men on board military hospital-ships, hospital-ships 
belonging to relief societies or to private individuals, merchant-ships, yachts, 
or boats, whatever the nationality of these vessels, should be handed over. 
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ARTICLE 13. 
If sick, wounded, or shipwrecked persons are taken on board a neutral 

war-ship, every possible precaution must be taken that they do not again take 
part in the operations of the war. 

ARTICLE 14. 
The shipwrecked, wounded, or sick of one of the belligerents who fall into 

the power of the other belligerents are prisoners of war. The captor must 
decide, according to circumstances, whether to keep them, send them to a 
port of his own country, to a neutral port, or even to an enemy port. In this 
last case, prisoners thus repatriated cannot serve again while the war lasts. 

ARTICLE 15. 
The shipwrecked, sick, or wounded, who are landed at a neutral port with 

the consent of the local authorities, must, unless an arrangement is made to 
the contrary between the neutral State and the belligerent States, be 
guarded by the neutral State so as to prevent them again taking part in the 
operations of the war. 

The expenses of tending them in hospital and interning them shall be borne 
by the State to which the shipwrecked, sick, or wounded persons belong. 

ARTICLE 16. 
After every engagement, the two belligerents, so fas as military interests 

permit, shall take steps to look for the shipwrecked, sick, and wounded, and 
to protect them, as well as the dead, against pillage and ill treatment. 

They shall see that the burial, whether by land or sea, or cremation of the 
dead shall be preceded by a careful examination of the corpse. 

ARTICLE 17. 
Each belligerent shall send, as early as possible, to the authorities of their 

country, navy, or army the military marks or documents of identity found on 
the dead and the description of the sick and wounded picked up by him. 

The belligerents shall keep each other informed as to internments and 
transfers as well as to the admissions into hospital and deaths which have 
occurred among the sick and wounded in their hands. They shall collect all the 
objects of personal use, valuables, letters, etc., which are found in the 
captured ships, or which have been left by the sick or wounded who died in 
hospital, in order to have them forwarded to the persons concerned by the 
authorities of their own country. 

ARTICLE21. 
The Signatory Powers likewise undertake to enact or to propose to their 

Legislatures, if their criminal laws are inadequate, the measures necessary 
for checking in time of war individual acts of pillage and ill-treatment in 
respect to the sick and wounded in the fleet, as well as for punishing, as an 
unjustifiable adoption of naval or military marks, the unauthorized use of the 
distinctive marks mentioned in Article 5 by vessels not protected by the 
present Convention. 
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