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DOCUMENT NO. 48

GENEVA CONVENTION FOR THE AMELIORATION OF THE
CONDITION OF THE WOUNDED AND SICK OF ARMIES
IN THE FIELD
(27 July 1929)

SOURCES
118 LNTS 303
47 Stat. 2074
2 Bevans 965
130 BF'SP 265
27 AJIL Supp. 43
NWC, 1950-1951, at 40

NOTE
This is the third of the series of four “Red Cross” conventions which have
been widely accepted by the international community. It was preceded by the
Convention of 1864 (DOCUMENT NO. 24) and that of 1906 (DOCUMENT
NO. 32); and it has now been completely supplanted by the 1949 Convention
of the same name (DOCUMENT NO. 106).

EXTRACTS
ARTICLE 1.

Officers and soldiers and other persons officially attached to the armed
forces who are wounded or sick shall be respected and protected in all
circumstances; they shall be treated with humanity and cared for medically,
without distinetion of nationality, by the belligerent in whose power they may
be.

Nevertheless, the belligerent who is compelled to abandon wounded or sick
to the enemy, shall, as far as military exigencies permit, leave with them a
portion of his medical personnel and material to help with their treatment.

ARTICLE 2.

Except as regards the treatment to be provided for them in virtue of the
preceding article, the wounded and sick of an army who fall into the hands of
the enemy shall be prisoners of war, and the general provisions of in-
ternational law concerning prisoners of war shall be applicable to them.

Belligerents shall, however, be free to prescribe, for the benefit of
wounded or sick prisoners, such arrangements as they may think fit beyond
the limits of the existing obligations.

ARTICLE 9.

The personnel engaged exclusively in the collection, transport and
treatment of the wounded and sick, and in the administration of medical
formations and establishments, and chaplains attached to armies, shall be
respected and protected under all circumstances. If they fall into the hands of
the enemy they shall not be treated as prisoners of war.
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Soldiers specially trained to be employed, in case of necessity, as auxiliary
nurses or stretcher-bearers for the collection, transport and treatment of the
wounded and sick, and furnished with a proof of identity, shall enjoy the same
treatment as the permanent medical personnel if they are taken prisoners
while carrying out these functions.

ARTICLE 10.

The personnel of Voluntary Aid Societies, duly recognised and authorised
by their Government, who may be employed on the same duties as those of
the personnel mentioned in the first paragraph of article 9, are placed on the
same footing as the personnel contemplated in that paragraph, provided that
the personnel of such societies are subject to military law and regulations.

Each High Contracting Party shall notify to the other, either in time of
peace or at the commencement of or during the course of hostilities, but in
every case before actually employing them, the names of the societies which
it has authorised, under its responsibility, to render assistance to the regular
medical service of its armed forces.

ARTICLE 11.

A recognised society of a neutral country can only afford the assistance of
its medical personnel and formations to a belligerent with the previous
consent of its own Government and the authorisation of the belligerent
concerned.

The belligerent who accepts such assistance is bound to notify the enemy
thereof before making any use of it.

ARTICLE 12.

The persons designated in articles 9, 10 and 11 may not be retained after
they have fallen into the hands of the enemy.

In the absence of an agreement to the contrary, they shall be sent back to
the belligerent to which they belong as soon as a route for their return shall be
open and military considerations permit.

Pending their return they shall continue to carry out their duties under the
direction of the enemy; they shall preferably be engaged in the care of the
wounded and sick of the belligerent to which they belong.

On their departure, they shall take with them the effects, instruments,
arms and means of transport belonging to them.

ARTICLE 13.

Belligerents shall secure to the personnel mentioned in articles 9, 10 and
11, while in their hands, the same food, the same lodging, the same
allowances and the same pay as are granted to the corresponding personnel of
their own armed forces.

At the outbreak of hostilities the belligerents will notify one another of the
grades of their respective medical personnel.
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