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APPENDIX X

GREENLAND. AGREEMENT WITH
DENMARK ON DEFENSE OF GREENLAND

Agreement between Denmark and the United States concerning

the Defense of Greenland. April 27, 1951. 2 UST 1485, TIAS
2292, 94 UNTS 37.
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Article I]

In order that the Government of the United States of America

as a party to the North Atlantic Treaty may assist the Govern-

ment of the Kingdom of Denmark by establishing and/or oper-

ating such defense areas as the two Governments, on the basis of

NATO defense plans, may from time to time agree to be neces-

sary for the development of the defense of Greenland and the

rest of the North Atlantic Treaty area, and which the Govern-

ment of the Kingdom of Denmark is unable to establish and
operate singlehanded, the two Governments in respect of the de-

fense areas thus selected, agree to the following

:

(1) The national flags of both countries shall fly over the de-

fense areas.

(2) Division of responsibility for the operation and mainte-

nance of the defense areas shall be determined from time to time

by agreement between the two Governments in each case.

(3) In cases where it is agreed that responsibility for the

operation and maintenance of any defense area shall fall to the

Government of the United States of America, the following pro-

visions shall apply

:

(a) The Danish Commander-in-Chief of Greenland may at-

tach Danish military personnel to the staff of the commanding
officer of such defense area, under the command of an officer

with whom the United States commanding officer shall consult on
all important local matters affecting Danish interests.

(b) Without prejudice to the sovereignty of the Kingdom of

Denmark over such defense area and the natural right of the
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competent Danish authorities to free movement everywhere in

Greenland, the Government of the United States of America,

without compensation to the Government of the Kingdom of Den-
mark, shall be entitled within such defense area and the air

spaces and waters adjacent thereto

:

(i) to improve and generally to fit the area for mili-

tary use

;

(ii) to construct, install, maintain, and operate facilities

and equipment, including meteorological and communications

facilities and equipment, and to store supplies

;

(iii) to station and house personnel and to provide for

their health, recreation and welfare

;

(iv) to provide for the protection and internal security

of the area

;

(v) to establish and maintain postal facilities and com-

missary stores

;

(vi) to control landings, take-offs, anchorages, moorings,

movements, and operation of ships, aircraft, and waterborne craft

and vehicles, with due respect for the responsibilities of the

Government of the Kingdom of Denmark in regard to shipping

and aviation

;

(vii) to improve and deepen harbors, channels, entrances,

and anchorages.

(c) The Government of the Kingdom of Denmark reserves

the right to use such defense area in cooperation with the Govern-

ment of the United States of America for the defense of Green-

land and the rest of the North Atlantic Treaty area, and to

construct such facilities and undertake such activities therein

as will not impede the activities of the Government of the United

States of America in such area.

(4) In cases where it is agreed that responsibility for the

operation and maintenance of any defense area shall fall to the

Government of the Kingdom of Denmark, the following provi-

sions shall apply

:

(a) The Government of the United States of America may
attach United States military personnel to the staff of the com-
manding officer of such defense area, under the command of an

officer with whom the Danish commanding officer shall consult

on all important local matters affecting United States interests

pursuant to the North Atlantic Treaty.

(b) The Government of the United States of America, with-
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out compensation to the Government of the Kingdom of Denmark,
may use such defense area in cooperation with the Government of

the Kingdom of Denmark for the defense of Greenland and the

rest of the North Atlantic Treaty area, and may construct such

facilities and undertake such activities therein as will not impede
the activities of the Government of the Kingdom of Denmark in

such area.*******
Article VI

The Government of the United States of America agrees to

cooperate to the fullest degree with the Government of the King-

dom of Denmark and its authorities in Greenland in carrying

out operations under this Agreement. Due respect will be given

by the Government of the United States of America and by

United States nationals in Greenland to all the laws, regulations

and customs pertaining to the local population and the internal

administration of Greenland, and every effort will be made to

avoid any contact between United States personnel and the local

population which the Danish authorities do not consider desirable

for the conduct of operations under this Agreement.*******
Article VIII

The Government of the United States of America shall have the

right to exercise exclusive jurisdiction over those defense areas

in Greenland for which it is responsible under Article II (3), and

over any offenses which may be committed in Greenland by the

aforesaid military or civilian personnel or by members of their

families, as well as over other persons within such defense areas

except Danish nationals, it being understood, however, that the

Government of the United States of America may turn over to

the Danish authorities in Greenland for trial any person com-
mitting an offense within such defense areas.
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Article X

Upon the coming into force of a NATO agreement to which the

two Governments are parties pertaining to the subjects involved

in Articles VII, VIII and IX of this Agreement, the provisions

of the said articles will be superseded by the terms of such

agreement to the extent that they are incompatible therewith.
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If it should appear that any of the provisions of such NATO
agreement may be inappropriate to the conditions in Greenland,

the two Governments will consult with a view to making mutually

acceptable adjustments.




