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action as they may consider proper, having regard 
to the interests of justice. 

VII. EXPENSES 

Article 30. The expenses of the Tribunal and of 
the trials shall be charged by the signatories against 
the funds allotted for maintenance of the Control 
Council for Germany. 

XVII. JAPANESE ACCEPTANCE OF 
POTSDAM DECLARATION 

STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT 

(The Department of State Bulletin, Vol. No. 321, Aug. 19, 1945) 

I have received this afternoon a message from 
the Japanese Government in reply to the message 
forwarded to that Government by the Secretary of 
State on August 11. I deem ' this replay a full accep­
tance of the Potsdam Declaration which specifies the 
unconditional surrender of Japan. In the reply there 
j s no qualification. 

Arrangements are now being made for the formal 
signing of surrender terms at the earliest possible 
moment. 

Ge_neral Douglas MacArthur has been appointed 
the Supreme Allied Commander to receive the J apa­
nese surrender. Great Britain, Russia, and China 
will be represented by high-ranking officers. 

Meanwhile, the Allied armed forces have been 
ordered to suspend offensive action. 

The proclamation of V-J Day must wait upon 
the formal signing of the surrender terms by Japan. 

Following is the Japanese Government's rnessage 
accepting our terms : 

"Communication of the Japanese Government of August 1 +, 
1945, addressed to the Governments of the United States, Great ', 
Britain, the Soviet Union, and China: 

"With reference to the Japanese Government's note of August 
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10 regarding their acceptance of th e prov1s1ons of the Potsdam 

d c: claration and the reply of the Goverrunents of the United States, 

Great Britain, the Soviet Union, and China sent by American 

Secretary of State Byrnes under the date of August 11, the 

Japanese Government have the honor to communicate to the 
Governtnent of the four powers as follo·ws: 

"1. His Majesty the Emperor has issued an lrnperiad rescript 

regarding Japan's acceptance of the provisions of the Potsdam 

declaration. 

"2. His l\lajesty the Emperor is prepared to authorize and 

ensure the signature by his Government and the Imperial General 

Headquarters of the necessary terms for carrying out the provisions 

of the Potsdam declaration. His Majesty is also prepared to 

issue his commands to all the military, naval , and air authorities 

of Japan and all the forces under their control wherever located 

to cease active operations, to surrender arms and to issue such 

other orders as may be required by the Supreme Commander of 

the Allied Forces for the execution of the above-mentioned terms." 

SIR: 

EXCHANGE OF NOTES BETWEEN SWISS 
CHARGE AND SECRETARY OF STATE 

AUGUST 14, 1945. 

I have the honor to refer to your note of August 
11, in which you requested me to transmit to my 
Government the reply of the Governments of the 
United States, the United Kingdom, the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics, and China to the message 
from the Japanese Government which vvas communi­
cated in my note of August 10. 

At 20.10 today (Swiss Time) the Japanese Min­
ister to Switzer land conveyed the following writ­
ten statement to the Swiss Government for trans­
tnission to the four Allied governments: 

Accept [etc. J · 
GRASSL! 

Charge d'Affaires ad interim 
of Switzerland 
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AUGUST 14, 1945. 
SIR: 

With reference to your communication of today's 
date, transmitting the reply of the Japanese Govern­
tnent to the communication -vvhich I sent through you 
to the Japanese Government on August 11, on behalf 
of the Governn1en ts of the United States, Chin a, the 
United Kingdom, and the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics, which I regard as full acceptance of the 
Potsdam Declaration and of my statement of August 
11, 194 5, I have the honor to inform you that the 
President of the United States has directed that the 
following message be sent to you for transmissiun 
to the Japanese Government: 

"You are to proceed as follows: 

" ( 1) Direct prompt cessation of hostilities by Japanese forces, 

informing the Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers of the 

effective date and hour of such cessation. 
" ( 2) Send emissaries at once to the Supreme Commander for 

the Allied Powers 'vith information of the disposition of the 

Japanese forces and commanders, and fully empowered to make 

any arrangements directed by the Supreme Commander for the 

Allied Powers to enable him and his accompanying forces to arrive 

at the place designated by him to receive the formal surrender. 

" ( 3) For the purpose of receiving such surrender and carrying 

it into effect, General of the Army Douglas MacArthur has been 

designated as the Supreme Commander for the Allied Po,vers, 

and he will notify the Japanese Government of the time, place 
and other details of the formal surrender." 

Accept [etc.] 

MAx GRASSLI, Esquire, 

JAMES F. BYRNES, 
Secretary of State. 

Charge d' A If aires ad interim of Switzerland. 


