
International Law Studies—Volume 44 

INTERNATIONAL LAW DOCUMENTS 

1944‐1945 

U.S. Naval War College (Editor) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The thoughts and opinions expressed are those of the authors and not necessarily of the U.S. 

Government, the U.S. Department of the Navy or the Naval War College. 



121 

always in accordance with the criteria of this resolu
tion, and to authorize His Excellency Dr. Ezequiel 
P adilla, President of the Conference, to communicate 
the resolutions of this assembly to the Argentine Gov
ernment through the channel of 'the Pan American 
Union· 

V. SOVIET DENUNCIATION OF PACT WITH JAPAN 
(The Department of State Bulletin, Vol. XII, No. 305, April 29, 1945 ) 

The American Ambassador at M oscow transmit
ted to the Secretary of State, by a telegram dated April 
5, 194 5, the following statement, as received from 
the press section of the Foreign Office, regarding 
Soviet denunciation of the U.S.S.R.-} apanese neu
trality pact: 

"Today at 3 p.m. People's Commissar for Foreign Affairs of the 
USSR Mr. V. M. Molotov, received the Japanese Ambassador, 
Mr. N. Sato, and made the follovving statement to him in the 
name of the Soviet Government: 

" 'The neutrality pact between the Soviet Union and Japan 
was concluded on April 13, 1941", that is, before the attack cf 
Germany on the USSR and before the outbreak of war between 
Japan on the one hand and England and the United States on the 
other. Since that time the situation has been basically altered. 
Germany has attacked the USSR, and Japan, the ally of Germany, 
is aiding the latter in its war against· the USSR. Furthermore 
Japan is waging war with the USA and England, which are the 
~llies of the Soviet Union. 

" 'In these circumstances the neutrality pact between Japan and 
the USSR has lost its sense, and the prolongation of that pact has 
become impossible. 

" 'On the strength of the above and in accordance with Article 
Three of the above mentioned pact, which envisaged the right of 
denunciation one year before the lapse of the five year period of 
operation of the pact, the Soviet Government hereby makes known 
to the Government of Japan its wish to denounce the pact of April 
13, 1941.' 

" 'The Japanese Ambassador Mr. N . Sa to, promised to inform 
the Japanese Government of the statement of the Soviet Govern
ment." 
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The pact and an accompanying declaration, as 
printed in the Moscow News of April 17, 1941 and 
transmitted to the Department by the American Em
bassy, follow: 

PACT ON NEUTRALITY BETWEEN UNION OF SOVIET 

SOCIALIST REPUBLICS AND JAPAN 

The Presidi urn of ~the Supreme Soviet of the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics and His Majesty the 
Emperor of Japan, guided by a desire to strengthen 
peaceful and friendly relations between the two coun
tries, have decided to conclude a pact on neutrality, 
for which purpose they have appointed as their 
Rep resenta ti ves : 

the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics--

Vyacheslav Mikhailovich Molotov, Chairman of 
the Council of People's Comtnissars and People's 
Commissar of Foreign Affairs of the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics; 

I-I is Majesty the Emperor of Japan-

y osuke Matsuoka, Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
J usanmin, Cavalier of the Order of the Sacred Treas
ure of the First Class, and 

Yoshi~tsugu Tatekawa, Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary to the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics, Lieutenant General, J usann1in, Cavalier 
of the Order of the Rising Sun of the First Class 
and the Order of the Golden Kite of the Fourth Class, 

who, after an exchange of their credentials, which 
were found in due and proper form, have agreed on 
the following: 

ARTICLE ONE 

Both Contracting Parties undertake to maintain 
peaceful and friendly relations between them and 
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mutually respect the territori al i ntegri~ty and inviola
bility of the other Contracting Party. 

ARTICLE Two 

Should one of the Contracting Parties become the 
object of hostilities on the part of one or several third 
powers, the other Contracting P arty will observe neu
trality throughout the duration of the conflict. 

ARTICLE THREE 

The present Pact comes into force frotn the day 
of its ratification by both Contracting Parties and 
remains valid for five years. In case neither of the_ 
Contracting Parties denounces the Pact one year be
fore the expiration of the term, it will be considered 
auton1atically prolonged for the next five years. 

ARTICLE FouR 

The present Pact is subject to ratification as soon 
as possible. The irnstruments of ratification shall be 
exchanged in Tokyo, also as soon as possible. 

In confirmation whereof the above-named Repre
sentatives have signed the present Pact in two copies, 
drawn up in the Russian and Japanese languages, and 
affixed thereto their seals. 

Done in Moscow on April 13, 1941, which corre
sponds to the 13th day of the fourth month of the 
16th year of Showa. 

V. MOLOTOV. 

YOSUKE MATSUOKA. 

YOSHITSUGU TATEKAWA. 

DECLARATION 

In conformity with the spirit of the Pact on neu
trali~ty concluded on April 13, 1941, between the 
U.S.S.R. and Japan, the Government of the 
U.S.S.R. and the Government of Japan, in the inter-
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est of insuring peaceful and friendly relations between 
the two countries, solemnly declare that the U.S.S.R. 
pledges to respect the terri to rial integrity and invio
lability of Manchoukuo, and Japan pledges to respect 
the territorial integrity and inviolability of the Mon
golian ·People's Republic. 

MOSCO\V, April 13) 1941. 
On behalf of the Government of the U.S.S.R. 

V. MOLOTOV. 

On behalf of the Government of Japan 
YOSUKE MATSUOKA. 

YOSHITSUGU TATEKAWA. 

VI. PROCLAMATION OF GERMAN SURRENDER 
(The Department of State Bulletin, Vol. XII, No. 307, May 13, 1945) 

The Allied artnies, through sacrifice and devotion 
and wi,th God's help, have wrung from Germany a 
final and unconditional surrender. The western world 
has been freed of the evil forces which for five years 
and longer have imprisoned the bodies and broken the 
lives of millions upon millions of free-born men. 
They have violated their churches, destroyed their 
homes, corrupted their children, and murdered their 
loved ones. Our Armies of Liberation have restored 
freedom to these suffering peoples, whose spirit and 
will the oppressors could never enslave. 

Much remains to be done. The victory won in the 
West must now be won in the East. The whole vvorld 
must be cle.ansed of the evil from which half the 
world has been freed. United, the peace-loving na
tions have demonstrated in the West that their arms 
are stronger by far than the might of dictators or the 
tyranny of military cliques that once called us soft 
and weak. The power of our peoples to defend 
themselves against all enemies 'vill be proved in the 
Pacific war as it has been proved in Europe. 

For the triumph of spirit and of arms which we 


