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XX. Post-War Security Organization Program
Statement by the President
(The Department of State Bulletin, Vol. 10, No. 260, June 17, 1944)

The conference today with officials of the De-
partment of State on the post-war security organi-
zation program is a continuation of conferences
which have been held from time to time during
the past 18 months. These conferences have en-
abled me to give personal attention to the develop-
ment and progress of the post-war work the
Department of State is doing.

All plans and suggestions from groups, organi-
zations, and individuals have been carefully dis-
cussed and considered. I wish to emphasize the
entirely non-partisan nature of these consulta-
tions. All aspects of the post-war program have
been debated in a cooperative spirit. This 1s a
tribute to the political leaders who realize that
the national interest demands a national program
now. Such teamwork has met the overwhelming
approval of the American people.

The maintenance of peace and security must be
the joint task of all peace-loving nations. We
have, therefore, sought to develop plans for an
international organization comprising all such
nations. The purpose of the organization would
be to maintain peace and security and to assist the
creation, through international cooperation, of
conditions of stability and well-being necessary
for peaceful and friendly relations among nations.

Accordingly, it is our thought that the organi-
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zation would be a fully representative body with
broad responsibilities for promoting and facili-
tating international cooperation, through such
agencies as may be found necessary, to consider
and deal with the problems-of world relations.
It is our further thought that the organization
would provide for a council, elected annually by
the fully representative body of all nations, which
would include the four major nations and a suit-
able number of other nations. The counecil would
concern itself with peaceful settlement of inter-
national disputes and with the prevention of
threats to the peace or breaches of the peace.

There would also be an international court of
justice to deal primarily with justiciable disputes.

We are not thinking of a superstate with its
own police forces and other paraphernalia of
coercive power. We are seeking effective agree-
ment and arrangements through which the na-
tions would maintain, according to their capaci-
ties, adequate forces to meet the needs of pre-
venting war and of making impossible deliberate
preparation for war and to have such forces
available for joint action when necessary.

All this, of course, will become possible once
our present enemies are defeated and effective
arrangements are made to prevent them from
making war again.

Beyond that, the hope of a peaceful and ad-
vancing world will rest upon the willingness and
ability of the peace-loving nations, large and
small, bearing responsibility commensurate with
their individual capacities, to work together for
the maintenance of peace and security.



