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XXVIII. United Nations Conference on Food
and Agriculture

(Dept. of State Bulletin, June 19, 1943, Vol. VIII, No. 208)

Text of the Final Act

The Governments of Australia, Belgium, Bo-

livia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, China, Colombia,

Costa Rica, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Dominican Re-

public, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia ; the

French Representatives; the Governments of

Great Britain, Greece, Guatemala, Haiti, Hon-
duras, Iceland, India, Iran, Iraq, Liberia, Luxem-
bourg, Mexico, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nica-

ragua, Norway, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Philip-

pine Commonwealth, Poland, Union of South

Africa, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics,

United States of America, Uruguay, Venezuela,

and Yugoslavia;

Having accepted the invitation extended to them
by the Government of the United States of Amer-
ica to be represented at a United Nations Confer-

ence on Food and Agriculture

;

Appointed their respective delegates,

The final Plenary Session was held on June 3,

1943. As a result of the deliberations, as recorded

in the minutes and reports of the respective

Committees and Sections and of the Plenary Ses-

sions, the United Nations Conference on Food
and Agriculture approved the following declara-

tion, resolutions, and recommendations.
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I. DECLAEATION

This Conference, meeting in the midst of the

greatest war ever waged, and in full confidence of

victory, has considered the world problems of food

and agriculture and declares its belief that the goal

of freedom from want of food, suitable and ade-

quate for the health and strength of all peoples,

can be achieved.

1. The first task is to complete the winning of

the wrar and to deliver millions of people from
tyranny and from hunger. During the period of

critical shortage in the aftermath of war, freedom

from hunger can be achieved only by urgent and
concerted efforts to economize consumption, to in-

crease supplies and distribute them to the best

advantage.

2. Thereafter we must equally concert our ef-

forts to win and maintain freedom from fear and
freedom from want. The one cannot be achieved

without the other.

3. There has never been enough food for the

health of all people. This is justified neither by

ignorance nor by the harshness of nature. Pro-

duction of food must be greatly expanded ; we now
have knowledge of the means by which this can be

done. It requires imagination and firm will on

the part of each government and people to make
use of that knowledge.

4. The first cause of hunger and malnutrition

is poverty. It is useless to produce more food

unless men and nations provide the markets to

absorb it. There must be an expansion of the

whole world economy to provide the purchasing

power sufficient to maintain an adequate diet for
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.all. With full employment in all countries, en-

larged industrial production, the absence of ex-

ploitation, an increasing flow of trade within and

between countries, an orderly management of do-

mestic and international investment and curren-

cies, and sustained internal and international

economic equilibrium, the food which is produced

can be made available to all. people.

5. The primary responsibility lies with each

nation for seeing that its own people have the food

needed for life and health; steps to this end are

for national determination. But each nation can

fully achieve its goal only if all work together.

6. We recommend to our respective govern-

ments and authorities the study and adoption of

the findings and recommendations of this Confer-

ence and urge the early concerted discussion of

the related problems falling outside the scope of

this Conference.

7. The first steps toward freedom from want of

food must not await the final solution of all other

problems. Each advance made in one field will

strengthen and quicken advance in all others.

Work already begun must be continued. Once
the war has been won decisive steps can be taken.

We must make ready now.

ii. interim and permanent commissions for
carrying out the recommendations of the
united nations conference on food and
agriculture

Whereas :

1. Freedom from want is difficult to achieve

without concerted action among all like-minded
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nations to expand and improve production, to in-

crease employment, to raise levels of consumption,

and to establish greater freedom in international

commerce

;

2. The successful carrying out of the recommen-
dations of the Conference in the field of produc-

tion, distribution, and consumption of food and

other agricultural products in the post-war period

will be the most important prerequisite for the

achievement of freedom from want, and requires

the creation by the governments and authorities

here represented of a permanent organization in

the field of food and agriculture; therefore

The United Nations Conference on Food and

Agriculture

Recommends :

1. That the governments and authorities here

represented recognize and embody in a formal

declaration or agreement the obligation to their

respective peoples and to one another, henceforth

to collaborate in raising levels of nutrition and
standards of living of their peoples, and to re-

port to one another on the progress achieved;

2. That the governments and authorities here

represented establish a permanent organization in

the field of food and agriculture; and

Eesolves :

1. That in order that every practicable step may
be taken to attain these and the other appropriate

objectives set forth in the declaration and specific

recommendations of the Conference, an Interim
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Commission for carrying out the recommendations

of the United Nations Conference on Food and

Agriculture be established;

2. That each of the governments and authorities

here represented be* entitled to designate a repre-

sentative on the Interim Commission, and that the

Interim Commission be installed in Washington
not later than July 15, 1943

;

3. That the Interim Commission perform its

work with due regard to the exigencies of the warr

through such form of organization and personnel

as it may deem appropriate ; and formulate regu-

lations covering its expenditures and submit to

the member governments and authorities a budget

and allocation of quota contributions

;

4. That the functions of the Interim Commis-
sion be to formulate and recommend for considera-

tion by each member government or authority

:

(a) A specific plan for a permanent organiza-

tion in the field of food and agriculture

;

(b) The formal declaration or agreement re-

ferred to in the first recommendation, in which

each participant shall recognize its obligation:

(i) To raise the levels of nutrition and stand-

ards of living of its own people

;

(n) To improve the efficiency of agricultural

production and distribution;

(in) To cooperate, so far as may be possible,

with other nations for the achievement of these

ends

;

(iv) To undertake to submit periodically to the

other participants, through the permanent organ-

ization, reports on the action taken and the prog-

ress achieved toward these ends

;
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(c) Such proposals or reports as are necessary

to give effect to the recommendations of the

Conference

;

5. That in the preparation of a plan for the

permanent organization the Interim Commission

give full consideration to the following

:

(a) The relation of the permanent organization

to, and methods of associating it with, other insti-

tutions, national as well as international, which

already exist or which may hereafter be estab-

lished, in the field of food and agriculture and
in related scientific, economic, and other fields

;

(b) Provision for membership in the perma-

nent organization, in due course, of governments

not represented on the Interim Commission;

6. That in considering the functions and duties

to be assigned to the permanent organization the

Interim Commission take into account

:

(a) The promotion of scientific, technological,

social, and economic research;

(&) The collection and dissemination of in-

formation and provision for the exchange of

services

;

(c) The submission to member governments

and authorities of recommendations for action

with regard to the following:

(i) Nutrition;

(n) Standards of consumption of food and
other agricultural products;

(in) Agricultural production, distribution, and
conservation

;

(iv) Statistics and economic studies in the field

of agriculture and food, including the study of the

relation of agriculture to world economy;
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(v) Education and extension work in the field

of food and agriculture;

(vi) Agricultural credit;

(vii) Problems of agricultural population and

farm labor;

7. That the Interim Commission further con-

sider the desirability of assigning to the perma-

nent organization functions in the field of:

(a) Development of agricultural resources and
orientation of production, where necessary;

(&) Agricultural commodity arrangements;

(c) Agricultural cooperative movements;
(d) Land tenure;

(e) Other subjects on which recommendations

have been made by the Conference

;

8. That the Interim Commission also consider

the initiation of preliminary statistical investiga-

tons and research into the problems with which
the permanent organization will deal;

9. That the Interim Commission be deemed to

have been dissolved when the permanent organ-

ization has been established;

10. That the Government of the United States

of America be invited to take whatever prelimi-

nary action may be necessary for the establish-

ment of the Interim Commission after the United
Nations Conference on Food and Agriculture has
completed its work.

III. IMPKOVEMENT OF NATIONAL DIETS

The United Nations Conference on Food and
Agriculture

Having reviewed the information submitted by
the several delegations on consumption deficien-
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cies and the relation of food to health throughout

the world and being deeply impressed by the

dominate role played by adequate food in the

reduction of sickness and death rates and the

maintenance of health,

Declakes :

1. That the first essential of a decent standard

of living is the provision to all men of those

primary necessities which are required to promote

freedom from disease, and for the attainment of

good health;

2. That the most fundamental of these neces-

sities is adequate food which should be placed

within the reach of all men in all lands within

the shortest possible time;

3. That ample evidence has been presented

revealing the existence of malnutrition in every

country, with its inevitable consequences of pre-

ventable ill health ; and

Recommends :

1. That the governments and authorities here

represented

:

(a) Immediately undertake the task of increas-

ing the food resources and improving the diets of

their people in accordance with the principles and

objectives outlined in the findings of the Confer-

ence, and declare to their respective peoples and

to other governments and authorities here repre-

sented their intention of so doing

;

(b) Undertake periodically to report to one

another through the permanent organization

recommended in Resolution II on the state of
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their national nutrition and on the steps being

taken for its improvement.

iv. diets of vulnerable groups

Whereas:
1. There are special needs of vulnerable groups,

such as pregnant and nursing women, infants,

pre-school and school children, adolescents,

workers, and individuals receiving low incomes;

2. Families with numerous children in low-

income groups are particularly vulnerable

;

3. Social, economic, and health measures of

various kinds are or should be provided for these

groups

;

4. Wide experience has shown that direct

measures to supplement inadequate diets have

been economical and fruitful

;

The United Nations Conference on Food and
Agriculture

Kecommends :

That the several governments and authorities

here represented undertake positive measures for

the improvement of the diets of the vulnerable

groups enumerated above.

v. malnutrition and disease

Whereas :

1. Malnutrition is responsible for widespread
impairment of human efficiency and for an enor-

mous amount of ill health and disease, reduces the

resistance of the body to tuberculosis, and en-

hances the general incidence and severity of

familiar diseases;
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2. Mortality rates in infants, children, and
mothers are higher in ill-fed than in well-fed

populations

;

3. Food consumption at a level merely sufficient

to prevent malnutrition is not enough to promote
health and well-being

;

The United Nations Conference on Food and
Agriculture

Eecommends :

1. That the governments and authorities here

represented

:

(a) Initiate or continue the study of the rela-

tionship between malnutrition and impaired

bodily health and vigor ; and, in particular, inves-

tigate the role of inadequate food consumption in

the causation of, and mortality from, all those

diseases which constitute their most serious health

problems

;

(&) Direct their attention to the study of health

and well-being and of the nutritional and related

factors which are necessary to secure and main-

tain them

;

(c) Consider the most effective means of dis-

seminating knowledge of correct feeding among
all sections of the population.

vi. deficiency diseases

Whereas :

1. The progressive improvement of diets will

result in better health and eventually in the elim-

ination of specific deficiency diseases, and a great

deal of unnecessary suffering could be avoided if
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an immediate and concerted attack were made
upon them;

2. Progress in our knowledge of nutrition

makes it possible to seek out, treat successfully,

and prevent the recurrence of the common dis-

eases resulting from specific deficiencies in the

diet;

The United Nations Conference on Food and

Agriculture

Recommends :

1. That the several governments and authori-

ties here represented undertake immediately

:

(a) To ascertain the prevalence of specific

deficiency diseases among their respective

peoples

;

(&) To deal with them by suitable dietary and
therapeutic measures

;

(c) To take appropriate steps to prevent their

recurrence.

vii. national nutrition organization

Whereas :

1. A sound food and nutrition policy must be

adopted by each government if national diets

are to be progressively improved, specific defi-

ciency diseases eliminated, and good health

achieved

;

2. Such a policy requires the guidance of a cen-

tral authority with special competence and respon-

sibility to interpret the science of nutrition in the

light of national conditions and to propose to the

appropriate authorities practical means for ex-

tending its benefits to. all sections of society;
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The United Nations Conference on Food and
.Agriculture

Recommends:

1. That the governments and authorities here

represented

:

(a) Undertake to establish national nutrition

organizations., if such do not now exist, entrusted

with the responsibility of ascertaining food-con-

sumption habits and the nutritional status of dif-

ferent sections of the population; such organiza-

tions to be composed of authorities in health,

nutrition, economics, and agriculture, together

with administrators and consumers' represent-

atives, etc.; to be provided with adequate funds

and facilities for the efficient conduct of their

work; and to have the authority to bring their

recommendations to the attention of the public and
to those agencies of government which deal with

agriculture and the framing of economic and
social policy;

(&) Re-examine and, if necessary, reorganize

existing agencies and review legislation concerned

with health, agriculture, and nutrition to the end

that food and nutrition policies may be efficiently

carried out.

viii. exchange of information and experience

Whereas :

1. Experience has shown that national nutrition

organizations receive considerable benefit from
periodic exchanges of views and information on

methods employed, obstacles encountered, and
progress achieved;
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2. Governments participating in a common un-

dertaking will wish to collaborate so that levels

of food consumption may become more equitable

not only among the different sections of the pop-

ulation in a given country but among the several

nations of the world as well;

The United Nations Conference on Food and
Agriculture

Recommends :

1. That the several national nutrition organiza-

tions exchange information and experience and
provide mutual assistance, both directly, when
desirable, and through the permanent organiza-

tion recommended in Resolution II, to which they

should submit periodic reports on the results of

their investigations into national dietary habits

-and nutritional status, and on the progress

achieved in raising the level of food consumption

throughout the population;

2. That representatives of the several national

nutrition organizations meet regularly under the

auspices of the permanent organization to ex-

change views and to make proposals for any
national and international action necessary to

facilitate the progress of their work.

ix. dietary standards

Whereas :

1. It is essential that there be some measure of

the extent to which food supplies should be in-

creased, and of the character and extent of the

dietary improvements which need to be carried

out;



100

2. This measure is best provided by dietary-

standards or allowances based upon scientific

evidence

;

The United Nations Conference on Food and
Agriculture

Eecommends :

That the governments and authorities here rep-

resented adopt as the ultimate goal of their food

and nutrition policy, dietary standards or allow-

ances based upon scientific assessment of the

amount and quality of food, in terms of nutrients,

which promote health, and distinguish clearly be-

tween these standards and the more immediate

consumption goals which necessarily must be based

upon the practical possibilities of improving the

food supply of their populations.

x. cooperation of existing agencies

Whereas :

1. National nutrition organizations were estab-

lished in many countries before the present war
and various national and international health and
nutrition agencies had achieved considerable prog-

ress in the study and improvement of diets and

food-consumption levels in different countries and
regions

;

2. If no time is to be lost in moving toward the

goals set out by the Conference, it is essential to

make full use of the information and experience

acquired by these agencies

;
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The United Nations Conference on Food and
Agriculture

Recommends :

That in the establishment of the permanent or-

ganization recommended in Resolution II, in any

projected regional branches of that organization,

and in any national nutrition organizations, due

account should be taken of the work and experi-

ence of existing international regional or national

agencies concerned with food, health, and nutri-

tion; and in any such plans, the possibility of

enlisting the cooperation of such agencies should

be fully explored.

xi. non-food pkodtjcts

Whereas.:

1. Many of the non-food agricultural and marine
products are constituent parts of the means to

human health and welfare to an extent which
merits consideration for them on a plane with

food;

2. It is of great importance to consuming coun-

tries that there should be a regular and adequate

supply of these commodities, and to producing

countries that they should be enabled to orient

their agricultural enterprises to world demand;
3. The Conference has not found it possible to

reach conclusions as to the effective capacity of

the world to consume specific products in future

years

;

4. In many countries and regions which are not

well adapted to the production of food, the pro-
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duction of other essential agricultural and marine
products and their disposal on domestic and for-

eign markets provide a major source of income,

and the income so derived determines to a large

extent the abilities of these countries and regions

to secure adequate quantities of the right kinds of

food;

The United Nations Conference on Food and
Agriculture

Recommends :

1. That the permanent organization recom-

mended in Resolution II

:

(a) Investigate the possibility of the develop-

ment by the nations of the world of national

standards of minimum consumption of certain

non-food agricultural and marine products, tak-

ing into account the varying climatic and other

relevant conditions of the different countries;

(&) Arrange at an early date for comprehensive

studies of the probable future capacity of the

world to consume specific agricultural and marine
products in this group, taking into account in this

connection the probable effect of synthetic and
other substitute products;

(jc) Give special study to the development of

means by which regions which are not well

adapted to the production of food may share in a

world-wide improvement of nutrition in keeping

with the purpose of the Conference.
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XII. CHANGES IN PRODUCTION" IN THE SHORT-TERM

PERIOD

The United Nations Conference on Food and

Agriculture

Recommends :

1. That, as a first step in overcoming the gen-

eral shortage of food, every effort should be made
by countries whose agriculture can be expanded

in the short-term period, so long as this is required

and so far as the conditions of individual coun-

tries require or permit, to increase the acreage

under crops for direct human consumption and
even to hold back the rebuilding of depleted live-

stock herds—essential though this rebuilding will

ultimately be—as well as the production of other

crops which compete for acreage with essential

foods

;

2. That countiles whose agriculture has been

impaired should, in the immediate post-war pe-

riod, utilize to the full their agricultural resources

to bring about a rapid increase in food production,

even if this involves a departure from the use of

the resources which in the long run will be re-

quired, and even if it delays a return to produc-

tion policies which are desirable for technical,

economic, or nutritional reasons (for instance, in

Etaope there may need to be a concentration in

the first years on vegetables, bread grains, and
other products where production can mature
quickly and which yield more calories per acre

than livestock)
;

3. That, pursuant to the above purpose, coun-

tries which have been producing more than normal
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output because of freedom from enemy action

should

:

(a) In the short run maintain such production;

(&) Whenever possible, increase production

further, provided transport and the means of

production, etc., are available, to assist in meeting

abnormal demands.

4. That, taking into consideration that the

degree of shortage of foodstuffs which will de-

velop after the war will depend upon the course

of the war and on the harvests, it will be neces-

sary during the period from the present until the

termination of the war for each of the nations

which has escaped enemy invasion to continue to

stress the necessity of production of those prod-

ucts which are required by other nations during

the war, and at the same time to produce sufficient

quantities of products for home consumption,

subject to the requirements of the war effort

;

5. That every effort should be made now and
immediately after the war by countries in a

position to do so, to expand the production of

farm machinery and implements, fertilizers, and
other materials, including improved seeds, vital

to the expansion of food production, and to co-

operate in making these materials available to

the agricultural producing countries, so far as the

exigencies of the war permit.

xiii. coordination in the short-term period

Whereas :

1. It is the consensus of the Conference that,

despite all efforts to increase production, supplies

of essential foodstuffs and certain other agricul-
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tural and marine products and of the necessary

instruments of production, such as fertilizers and

machinery, and the means of international trans-

portation will all be inadequate to meet basic

requirements in the transition period, which may
extend for several years after the cessation of

hostilities

;

2. It is essential for the preservation of life

to secure, through equitable distribution, the max-

imum advantage from such supplies as may be

made available;

3. It is in the interest of producers and con-

sumers alike to avoid social and economic ills

due to monopolistic practices or to violent fluctu-

ations arising from unrestrained competition for

inadequate supplies, in the prices of food, the

instruments of production, and other necessities,

including industrial goods

;

4. It is in the common interest of all that agri-

cultural production be soundly reestablished and
expanded with all possible speed in countries now
temporarily occupied by the enemy as soon as they

have been liberated;

5. These objectives can be achieved only by the

concerted action of governments in the stimula-

tion of production and in the allocation of

supplies

;

The United 'Nations Conference on Food and
Agriculture

Recommends :

1. That the governments and authorities here

represented, for so long after the war as shortages
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continue, affirm the principle of mutual responsi-

bility and coordinated action for:

(a) The increased production of necessary

foodstuffs and other essential agricultural and
marine products by all possible means, subject

only to the exigencies of war, in each country

where such expansion can be accomplished eco-

nomically, either now or in the future

;

(&) The transportation, distribution, and util-

ization of such products

;

(c) The prevention of speculative and violent

fluctuations in the prices of food, the instruments

of production, and other necessities, including

industrial goods, under the conditions of scarcity

that appear certain to prevail after the war;

\d) The post-war readjustment of agriculture

to achieve a progressive and balanced expansion

of production and consumption throughout the

world

;

2. That these governments and authorities take,

individually and in concert, whether by conference

or otherwise, all necessary measures, both domes-

tic and international, to secure the application of

this principle and the achievement of these objec-

tives.

XIV. ADJUSTMENT OF PRODUCTION IN THE
TRANSITION FROM THE SHORT-TERM TO THE
LONG-TERM PERIOD

The United Nations Conference on Food and
Agriculture

Recommends :

1. That countries whose agriculture has been

impaired should progressively modify their short-
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term allocation of resources to conform more
closely to the long-term plan aimed at better

nutrition and greater efficiency in production (for

instance, in certain parts of Europe this might

mean increasing the production of milk products

as herds can. be reestablished, accompanied by
declining production of grains)

;

2. That countries which will have been pro-

ducing during the short-term period more than

normal output because of freedom from enemy
action in the war or which have undertaken new
lines of production, should progressively adjust

the allocation of agricultural resources to con-

form to a long-term coordinated production plan

for the best use of these resources on a world
scale, based on better diets for their own people

and on the international demand for nutritionally

better food.

xv. long-term production policy

Whereas :

1. It is recognized that a secure, adequate and
suitable supply of food should be a cardinal aim
in every country;

2. It is recognized that this can be achieved

only as part of a world-wide policy of industrial

and agricultural expansion;

3. It is recognized that in order to secure this

result producers should receive a fair return for

their products;

4. In order to attain the highest nutritional

standards, a progressive expansion and, where
necessary, reorientation in agriculture will be
required

;
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5. It is desirable to formulate a body of prin-

ciples which are applicable to agricultural policy

in appropriate form in all countries

;

The United Nations Conference on Food and
Agriculture

Recommends :

1. (a) That the inherent natural and economic

advantages of any area should determine the

farming systems adopted and the commodities

produced in that area

;

(&) That farming systems should be so de-

signed as

:

(i) To maintain soil fertility at levels which
will sustain yields and ensure adequate return for

labor

;

(n) To protect crops and livestock from major
pests and diseases

;

(hi) To favor steady employment throughout

the year

;

(These three ends, in general and save in excep-

tional circumstances, can best be assured by bal-

anced mixed rotational farming and by avoid-

ance of single-crop production, or monoculture)

;

(c) That production of nutritionally desirable

foods which can be obtained from elsewhere only

with difficulty or not at all is a special obligation

of the agriculture of every country;

(d) In every region subject to drought (occa-

sional or in the form of sharply marked periodic

dry seasons) suitable measures should be under-

taken, partly by storage and partly by diversifica-

tion of production and development of water

resources and cultural practices;
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(e) Land used or likely to be required for

agriculture should be protected from erosion;

(/) The spread of existing knowledge by educa-

tion and the development of new knowledge by
research should be constantly promoted, and that

in these matters nations can cooperate to great

advantage

;

2. That, subject to these principles and with

the object of expanding production of the foods

needed for its people, each nation should under-

take to direct its policies toward

:

(a) Increasing the efficiency of production in

present producing areas through the introduction,

as rapidly as conditions permit, of better farm-

ing methods, suitable modern equipment, improved
varieties of crops and strains of livestock, and soil

conservation practices

;

(b) Developing any suitable undeveloped areas,

where this is economically feasible, through the

use of such measures as clearing the land and
large-scale drainage and irrigation projects

;

(c) Fostering desirable changes in the pattern

of production, designed to give greater emphasis

to foods rich in vitamins, minerals, and proteins:

(i) By encouraging the production, particularly

in areas near consumption centers, of such prod-

ucts as vegetables, fruits, milk, eggs, and meat,

which are relatively perishable and high in value

and which' are also the foods required in greatly

increased quantities for better nutrition;

(n) By encouraging the expansion of livestock

production in areas capable of growing or economi-

cally shipping in the necessary feedstuffs;
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(in) By limiting the production of bulky, easily

stored and transported energy foods, in areas

where they cannot be produced efficiently;

(iv) By encouraging the production in single-

crop areas of a greater diversity of foods for home
use, since these areas are, in general, distant from
the sources of perishable products and are particu-

larly in need of improved diets

;

(v) By likewise encouraging more diversified

and adequate home food production in all farming
areas, so that rural people may have more and
better food, while eliminating the margin between

producer and consumer;

3. That, to implement these aims, having regard

to its individual circumstances, each country

should adopt the following measures

:

(a) The framing of policies designed to encour-

age production within the country of commod-
ities that need to be produced there in greater

amounts and limit production of those that should

not be produced within the country or should be

produced in smaller amounts

;

(b) The supplying of low-cost credit or other

aids that would help producers to acquire neces-

sary materials, equipment, and machinery for

more efficient production and better use of the

land;

(c) The furnishing of technical assistance to

producers where this is needed

;

(d) The development of a program of education

to help producers understand better farming

methods and put them into practice;

(e) The development of a program of research

designed to meet the continuing problems of agri-

culture within the country

;
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4. (a) That each nation consider the possi-

bility :

(i) Of drawing up periodic reports on steps

taken to implement the recommendations set out

above, with particular reference to production,

exports, imports, and consumption of food and
other agricultural and marine products. These

reports should, where practicable, be on a statis-

tical basis

;

(n) Of submitting these reports to the perma-

nent organization recommended in Resolution II;

(&) That, with a view to balancing production

and consumption, the permanent organization con-

sider to what extent and by what means such re-

ports might contribute to international collabora-

tion both on a regional and on a world basis in

the field of agricultural production.

xvi. agricultural credit

Whereas:
1. Capital development and adequate credit

facilities are necessary if agricultural production

is to be restored, increased, and intensified;

2. Agricultural credit in some countries has

frequently been obtainable only at rates which the

farmer could not afford to pay;

3. The agricultural communities in many coun-

tries have been unable to obtain information on
the organization and development of agricultural

credit systems in other countries; „

4. In some countries full agricultural develop-

ment has been or may be obstructed by difficulties

in providing adequate capital

;
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The United Nations Conference- on Food and
Agriculture

Recommends :

1. That every endeavor be made to ensure an
adequate supply of credit to agriculture;

2. That to this end full use be made of all types

of suitable private, cooperative, and public credit

institutions

;

3. That the rate of interest be as low as possible

and the conditions regarding initial cost, redemp-

tion, etc., be as favorable as possible for the

borrowers, particularly with a view to helping

the small farmer;

4. That, in view of the importance of agricul-

tural credit, its requirements be duly recognized

by international action taken as a result of this

Conference.

xvii. coopeeative movements

Whereas :

1. The cooperative movement has been of very

great importance in many countries, both to urban

and rural populations, especially in agricultural

districts where farming is based on small units

and in urban areas of low-income families

;

2. The proper functioning of cooperative so-

cieties may facilitate adjustments of agricultural

production and distribution, as members have

confidence in the recommendations and guidance

of their own cooperative organizations, which they

know operate in the interest of their members and
of society in general

;
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3. The democratic control and educational pro-

grams, which are features of the cooperative

movement, can play a vital part in the training

of good democratic citizens, and assist in inducing

a sound conception of economic matters;

The United Nations Conference on Food and

Agriculture

Recommends:

1. That, in order to make it possible for people

to help themselves in lowering costs of production

and costs of distribution and marketing:

(a) All countries study the possibilities of the

further establishment of producer and consumer

cooperative societies in order to render necessary

production, marketing, purchasing, finance, and
other services;

(b) Each nation examines its laws, regulations,

and institutions to determine if legal or institu-

tional obstacles to cooperative development exist,

in order to make desirable adjustments
;

(c) Full information as to the present develop-

ment of cooperatives in different countries be

made available through the permanent organiza-

tion recommended in Resolution II.

xviii. land tenure and farm labor

Whereas:
Agricultural productivity and efficiency and the

well-being of the tiller of the soil depend largely

upon the system of land tenure and conditions of

farm labor;
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The United Nations Conference on Food and
Agriculture

Recommends :

1. That each nation make a careful survey of

existing systems of land tenure and the other

conditions of agriculture within its boundaries

to ascertain whether changes in these systems and
conditions are necessary or desirable to promote
the productivity and efficiency of agriculture and
the welfare of its workers and that special atten-

tion be given to the position of the agricultural-

worker as compared with that of the worker in

other industries

;

2. That the permanent organization recom-

, mended in Resolution II give every assistance in

this study.

XIX. EDUCATION AND KESEARCH

Whekeas :

1. Through the inadequacy of agricultural edu-

cation, existing knowledge is being very imper-

fectly applied to agricultural production

;

2. Man's increasing demands upon the soil can

be met only by the increase of knowledge

;

The United Nations Conference on Food and
Agriculture

Recommends :

1. That e&ch nation adopt, and carry out as

rapidly as conditions may permit, a policy for

:

(a) Strengthening and expanding the educa-

tional system of its rural areas

;
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(6) Training scientific workers and rural lead-

ers for service in agriculture;

(fe) Establishing or developing systems of rural

adult education (extension systems) designed to

promote technical efficiency among producers, to

develop understanding of rural problems, and to

enrich rural life

;

2. That each nation adopt a policy of promoting

research in all the branches of science, including

economics, which relate to food and agriculture,

and to this end cooperate actively with other na-

tions by the exchange of knowledge, materials,

and personnel ; and that, in particular, each nation

agree

:

(a) To promote research in the natural sciences

and their application to problems of food and
agriculture

;

(&) To develop economic and sociological in-

vestigation of rural problems

;

(c) To collaborate with other nations in the

collecting and assembling of factual information

and statistics of food and agriculture throughout

the world

;

3. That, as a necessary step in securing effective

action in these directions, the permanent organiza-

tion recommended in Resolution II be charged

with the functions

:

(a) Of providing advice, and technical and
other assistance, to governments desiring this in

connection with the establishment or improvement
of agricultural research and education

;

(&) Of facilitating international help and ex-

change in the supply of information, services, ma-
terials, and personnel

;
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(c) Of assisting in the planning and conduct

of any research programs upon which interna-

tional collaboration has been agreed or desired

;

(id) Of acting as a central agency for assem-

bling, analyzing, and disseminating factual data

on world agriculture

;

(e) Of assisting in a comprehensive abstracting

service covering the whole range of agricultural

research

;

(/) Of assisting scientific societies in the ar-

rangement of international meetings.

xx. conserving land and water resources

Whereas :

1. Soil erosion has in the past destroyed or

severely limited the utility of vast areas of land

and will in the future, unless checked, constitute

the greatest physical danger to the world's food

production

;

2. Failure to conserve and control water sup-

plies and to use them efficiently has, in many areas,

precluded important potential increase in food

production

;

3. To meet the food needs of the growing world

population and to ensure high nutritional stand-

ards, all land in 'agricultural use or suitable for

being brought into agricultural use should be ade-

quately protected from erosion and from any
other serious damage by various measures, in-

cluding structural work and the insurance of sat-

isfactory agricultural systems and husbandry

practices

;

4. The conserving of land and water resources

should be regarded as an obligation of govern-

ments as well as individuals

;
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The United Nations Conference on Food and

Agriculture

Recommends :

1. That each nation undertake

:

(a) To survey its land and water resources with

the object of ascertaining:

(i) The extent and causes of soil erosion and

water losses

;

(n) The soil and moisture conservation require-

ments of the areas covered and the types of con-

servation measures most needed ;

,

(6) To develop soil and water conservation pro-

grams based on the findings of such surveys

;

(c) To assist farmers in conserving and re-

building the fertility of the soil

;

2. That the necessary implementation of these

policies be effected through appropriate economic

and other measures such as

:

(a) Assisting individual producers in planning

and carrying out crop rotations, crop sequences,

and other suitable practices

;

(&) Protection of forest and afforestation of

unprotected watersheds where necessary, includ-

ing measures for the protection of food-producing

wild life, to prevent flood damage and to conserve

water needed for direct human consumption and
for irrigation;

(c) Building, or assisting in building, dams,

terraces, and other structures to minimize the loss

of soil fertility through erosion caused by wind
or water;

(d) Making readily available to individual pro-

ducers soil amendments, particularly phosphates

and lime, that will make possible expanded pro-
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duction of leguminous and other soil-building

crops;

(e) Development and employment of farming
systems and husbandry practices which ensure

soil conservation;

(/) Developing a program of research designed

to determine the best methods and practices for

bringing about conservation of land and water

resources under various conditions

;

(g) Developing a program of education to in-

form the public generally of the importance and
need of conservation and to help producers to

understand and put into practice better farming
methods

;

3. That the permanent organization recom-

mended in Resolution II provide assistance by
such means as

:

(a) Formulation of a body of principles for the

conduct of soil-conservation work;

(&) Collection and interchange between nations

of data and information on erosion, erosion-con-

trol methods, and 'other pertinent mattrs;

(c) Interchange between nations of personnel

technically trained in the development of conser-

vation research and in the application of its

findings.

xxi. development and settlement of land for

food production

Whereas :

1. If freedom from want is to be achieved

throughout the world by full development of food-

producing resources, conservation of existing

lands and the development of new areas must be

given primary consideration:
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2. There are large areas of land capable of ma-
terially adding to the world's food supply which

can be opened to food production if transportation

facilities were made available and insanitary con-

ditions and other deterrents corrected

;

3. There are many areas of great extent not now
producing or in a low state of production because

of lack of water-conserving and storing facilities

for irrigation, lack of drainage, frequent flooding

by rivers, wastage by erosion, deficiencies of plant

food, accumulation of alkali, or improper de-

velopment
;

The United Nations Conference on Food and
Agriculture

Recommends :

1. That each nation undertake

:

(a) To survey its land and water resources to

determine (1) in what areas, if opened to settle-

ment, production of food could materially be in-

creased; (2) what areas, if supplied with addi-

tional production facilities, such as water supply

for irrigation, improved drainage, or by the cor-

rection of deterrents to production, could mate-

rially increase their production of food; (3) the

kind, extent, and economic possibility of develop-

ments necessary for this increase in food

production

;

(&) To develop on the basis of these findings

policies of settlement and development of a pro-

gram applicable to the economic, social, agricul-

tural, and geographical needs of the nation of

which it is a part, considering:
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(i) Physical conditions including (1) soils and
climate, (2) health conditions, (3) transportation,

and (4) clearing, irrigation, or drainage needs;

(n) Settlement policies, including (1) the type

of farming systems to be established, (2) the scale

of working by plantations, small holdings, or co-

operative organization of areas for production,

(3) measures to prevent speculation and exploita-

tion, and (4) financial and other assistance

;

(in) Conservation measures for sustained pro-

duction of the area, including (1) agronomic and
management practices, (2) conservation struc-

tures and practices, (3) protection against alkali

accumulations, and (4) measures of forest conser-

vation and reforestation

;

2. That the necessary implementation of these

policies and programs be given through appropri-

ate measures applicable to conditions and needs

of each region or area, including:

(a) A comprehensive engineering service pro-

viding for developments affecting the entire area,

such as transportation, improvement of sanitary

conditions, water-storage reservoirs, drainage

channels, and flood protection

;

(&) Development of a program of sound land

use, including conservation measures;

(c) Provision for technical assistance to indi-

vidual producers in planning and developing the

areas under their supervision.

(d) Provision for financial assistance to settlers

for further development and operation

;

(e) Provisions for marketing produce, includ-

ing necessary processing and preservation

;
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3. That the permanent organization recom-

mended in Resolution II provide assistance by

such means as:

(a) The interchange between nations of perti-

nent data and information on erosion and meth-

ods of control, land improvements, etc.

;

(&) The interchange between nations of techni-

cally trained personnel to assist in the develop-

ment of conservation research, etc.

POPULATIONS

XXII. OCCUPATIONAL ADJUSTMENTS IN" KUBAL

The United Nations Conference on Food and •

Agriculture

Recommends:

1. That, in order to effect the necessary occu-

pational adjustments in agricultural populations:

(a) Agricultural efficiency should be improved

and new lands brought under cultivation wherever

possible;-

(fc) Areas which have a large agricultural pop-

ulation in relation to their agricultural resources

should

:

(i) Develop industries suitable to the area, par-

ticularly
i

for the processing and preserving of the

agricultural produce of the country, and, where
feasible, for the manufacture of machinery, ferti-

lizer, and equipment needed for agriculture;

(n) Be encouraged, wherever it is economically

sound, to export processed articles instead of the

raw product, and in particular to take advantage

of any reductions of trade barriers in the import-

ing countries;
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(in) Be assisted in securing capital for the de-

velopment of industrial and transportation facili-

ties and for the development of export outlets for

processed products;

(iv) Be assisted in securing facilities for the

importation of machinery and tools where such

are necessary;

(v) Be assisted in securing and training tech-

nical personnel;

(vi) Undertake programs of public works and,

where necessary, be assisted in securing technical

advice and access to capital

;

(vn) Develop sources of employment in public

and private services;

(c) Where agricultural settlements are possible,

appropriate steps should be taken to facilitate the

movement of people from overmanned agricul-

tural areas;

(d) In order to help in intra-national and inter-

national migration where these are feasible

:

(i) Occupational training should be provided

;

(n) Labor bureaus should be set up where
necessary

;

(ni) Transportation, communication, housing,

sanitation, health, and other public facilities neces-

sary to effective settlement should be provided by
the country receiving the migrants

;

(iv) Steps should be taken to provide for the

economic security of the migrants

;

(e) Where emigration is possible, an interna-

tional organization should support arrangements

to provide adequate safeguards for settlers and

for the countries concerned, and to facilitate the

movement through other appropriate means.
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xxiii. international security.

Whereas :

1. Freedom from want cannot be achieved with-

out freedom from fear;

2. Policies of aggression and the fear of aggres-

sion have induced the uneconomic employment of

human and material resources, the development

of uneconomic industries, the imposition of bar-

riers to international trade, the introduction of

discriminatory trade practices, and the expendi-

ture of huge sums on armaments

;

3. These obstructions to a progressively expand-

ing economy cannot be removed without effective

collaboration among nations

;

The United Nations Conference on Food and
Agricidture

Kecommends :

1. That the governments and authorities here

represented, by virtue of their determination to

achieve freedom from want for all people in all

lands., affirm the principle of mutual responsibility

and coordinated action to establish such conditions

of international security as will make possible an
expanding and balanced world economy

;

2. That these governments and authorities take

in concert all necessary measures to secure the ap-

plication of this principle and the achievement

of this objective.

xxrv. achievement of an economy of abundance

Whereas :

1. The first cause of hunger and malnutrition is>

poverty.
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2. The promotion of the full employment of

human and material resources, based on sound

social and economic policies, is the first condition

of a general and progressive increase in produc-

tion and purchasing power;

3. The sound expansion of industry in undevel-

oped and other areas, with equality of access to

materials and markets, serves also to expand
production and purchasing power and is therefore

indispensable to any comprehensive program for

the advancement of agriculture;

4. Tariffs and other barriers to international

trade, and abnormal fluctuations in exchange

rates, restrict the production, distribution, and
consumption of foodstuffs and other commodities

;

5. Progress by individual nations toward a

higher standard of living contributes to the solu-

tion of broader economic problems, but freedom

from want cannot be achieved without effective

collaboration among nations;

The United Nations Conference on Food and
Agriculture

Recommends :

1. That the governments and authorities here

represented, by virtue of their determination to

achieve freedom from want for all people in all

lands, affirm the principle of mutual responsi-

bility and coordinated action:

(a) To promote the full and most advantageous

employment of their own and all other people and

a general advance in standards of living, thereby

providing for an increase in both production and

purchasing power;



125

(&) To promote the uninterrupted development

and most advantageous use of agricultural and

other material resources for the establishment of

an equitable balance between agriculture and

industry in the interest of all

;

(c) To secure for agriculture the stimulus of

additional purchasing power through the sound

development of industry

;

(d) To assist in the achievement of these ends

by all appropriate means, including the supply

of capital, equipment, and technical skill;

(e) To maintain an equilibrium in balances of

payments, and to achieve the orderly management
of currencies and exchange;

(/) To improve the methods and reduce the

cost of distribution in international trade;

(g) As an integral part of this program, to

reduce barriers of every kind to international

trade and to eliminate all forms of discriminatory

restrictions thereon, including inequitable policies

in international transportation, as effectively and
as rapidly as possible

;

2. That these governments and authorities take,

individually and in concert, whether by conference

or otherwise, all necessary measures, both domes-

tic and international, to secure the application of

this principle and the achievement of these

objectives.

xxv. international commodity arrangements

Whereas :

1. Excessive short-term movements in the prices

of food and agricultural commodities are an ob-

stacle to the orderly conduct of their production
and distribution;

557590—44 9
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2. Extreme fluctuations of the prices of food

and agricultural products aggravate general de-

flationary and inflationary tendencies, which are

injurious to producers and consumers alike;

3. The mitigation of these influences would pro-

mote the objectives of an expansionist policy;

4. Changes in the scale and character of pro-

duction to meet more effectively the world's need

for food and agricultural products may in certain

instances require a period of transition and inter-

national cooperation to aid producers in making
necessary readjustments in their productive

organization

;

5. International commodity arrangements may
play a useful part in the advancement of these

ends but further study is necessary to establish

the precise forms which these arrangements

should take and whether and to what extent regu-

lation of production may be needed

;

The United Nations Conference on Food and
Agriculture

Recommends :

1. That international commodity arrangements,

should be designed so as to promote the expansion

of an orderly world economy;

2. That, to this end, a body of broad principles

should, through further international discussion^

be agreed upon regarding the formulation, the

provisions, and the administration of such inter-

national commodity arrangements as may be

deemed feasible and desirable and should include

assurance that:
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(a) Such arrangements will include effective

representation of consumers as well as producers

;

(6) Increasing opportunities will be afforded

for supplying consumption needs from the most *

efficient sources of production at prices fair to

both consumers and producers and with due re-

gard to such transitional adjustments in pro-

duction as may be required to prevent serious

economic and social dislocations;

(c) Adequate reserves will be maintained to

meet all consumption needs;

(d) Provision wall be made, when applicable,

for the orderly disposal of surpluses

;

3. That international organization should be

created at any early date to study the feasibility

and desirability of such arrangements with refer-

ence to individual commodities and, in appro-

priate cases, to initiate or review such arrange-

ments to be entered into between governments,

and to guide and coordinate the operations of such

arrangements in accordance with agreed prin-

ciples, maintaining close relations with such pro-

grams as may be undertaken in other fields of

international economic activity to the end that the

objective of raising consumption levels of all peo-

ples may be most effectively served.

xxvi. special national measuees for wider food

distribution

Whereas :

1. Even in the most prosperous countries there

are many families which cannot afford to buy
enough good food

;

2. In some countries, and at some times, hunger
and semistarvation have been widespread

;
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3. This situation has existed even when agri-

cultural prices have been low and when large

supplies of food have piled up in warehouses or

rotted in the fields, and the problem will not be
fully met by general economic measures to stimu-

late production and trade;

The United Nations Conference on Food and
Agriculture

Eecommends :

1. That the governments and authorities here

represented accept the responsibility of making
it possible, so far as it is within their power, for

each person in their respective countries who is

without an adequate diet, to improve his diet in

the direction of obtaining the physiological re-

quirements of health, adopting such of the follow-

ing, or other, measures as are designed to fit local

conditions and institutions:

(a) Adequate social-security measures, such as

family allowances, social insurance, and minimum
wages

;

(&) Some form of direct action to make protec-

tive foods available free, or at low prices, to

groups with inadequate diets

;

(c) Special attention to assisting such groups

as pregnant women, nursing mothers, infants,

children, aged persons, invalids, and low-paid

persons

;

2. That the diets provided under these pro-

grams be based upon the best scientific informa-

tion on nutritional needs

;

3. That food-distribution measures be coordi-

nated with programs to increase food production
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and to bring about adjustments in agriculture and

fishing which will, on the one hand, encourage the

production and distribution of those foods most

lacking in the diets of the country, and adapted

to the soils and climates; and will, on the other

hand, provide an adequate level of living to per-

sons engaged in farming and fishing

;

4. That the permanent organization recom-

mended in Resolution II assist the several

governments and authorities in making surveys of

nutritional needs, in helping develop new food-

distribution programs, in disseminating informa-

tion concerning those programs, and in aiding to

coordinate efforts in this field.

xxvii. special international measures for wider

food distribution

Whereas :

1. The provision of adequate food for all the

people in each nation is primarily the respon-

sibility of the nation concerned and that this

responsibility will be met primarily by national

measures

;

2. Nevertheless, undernutrition may continue

for long periods of time in certain countries, while

they are developing their agriculture and indus-

try, and before they are able to produce internally

or acquire abroad adequate amounts of food to

meet the needs of their people

;

3. It is generally agreed that it would be de-

sirable if arrangements could be made whereby
a part of current world food supplies could be

used to supplement the national food-distribution

programs of certain countries

;
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4. Moreover, relatively little attention has been

given in the past to the possibilities of developing

special measures for wider food distribution in the

international field

;

The United Nations Conference on Food and
Agriculture

Becommends :

1. That the permanent organization recom-

mended in Resolution II study the possibility of

devising measures to meet the needs of countries

with inadequate supplies, and the machinery

needed for this purpose, distinguishing between

methods which would be used in the case of fam-

ines following catastrophes, and in the case of

countries where the available food supplies are

generally inadequate

;

2. That the problems of developing special in-

ternational measures for wider food distribution

in the latter case be studied in connection with

plans in the countries concerned for the long-

term development of the national resources, and
for raising the technical skill and the level of

living of their workers, and that the above-

mentioned permanent organization collaborate

with the International Labor Office on this ques-

tion.

xxvhi. government and other national services

in marketing

Whereas :

Improvements in the marketing of foods and

other products of agricultural or marine origin

are largely dependent upon certain basic govern-
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ment services, including the provision of quality

standards, an efficient grading and inspection serv-

ice, marketing research and education designed

to promote improved marketing practices, and

protection of the public, through the medium of

pure-food laws, against impurities or adultera-

tions and against unfair competition and unde-

sirable trade practices;

The United Nations Conference on Food and
Agriculture

Recommends :

1. That the permanent organization recom-

mended in Resolution II

:

(a) Investigate the practicability, and, if prac-

ticable, assist in the adoption of international

grade standards for agricultural and marine com-

modities and of providing machinery for control-

ling the use of any such international grade stand-

ards in international trade:

(&) Give assistance to governments and other

national organizations looking to the establish-

ment in each country of adequate grade standards

and technical advisory and inspection services

covering appropriate products, and, if requested,

advise in the promotion of the educative, admin-
istrative, and legislative action necessary to

achieve this objective;

(c) Promote standardization of containers, both

nationally and internationally, along the lines sug-

gested in connection with grades

;

(d) Assist governments to extend and improve
standards of nutrient content and purity of all

important foods, consider also the formulation and
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adoption of similar international standards to

facilitate and protect the interchange of such

products between countries, and agree upon inter-

national methods of determination;

(e) Consider the formulation and adoption of

international standards or minimum requirements

for drugs, insecticides, fungicides, fertilizers, and
other materials used by agricultural producers,

in order to prevent misrepresentation in their

preparation and sale, and to promote the purchase

of products best suited to particular uses

;

(/) Consider whether existing international

market news services adequately supply and co-

ordinate information and statistics on prices and
supply and demand; and promote any improve-

ments considered necessary

;

(g) Urge upon governments the necessity, in

the interests of better nutrition and better living,

for further research into:

(i) Consumer needs, including palatability,

packaging, food habits, shopping habits, shopping

facilities, etc.

;

(n) Improved methods, with particular refer-

ence to perishable protective foods and any com-

modities of which buffer or other stocks may be

held, of processing, preservation, storage, packag-

ing, and transport

;

(in) Economics of marketing, including proc-

essing and retail distribution, consumer needs, and

ways in which the shopkeeper, trader, and farmer

can be helped to meet these needs

;

(iv) The relation of food production on the

farm to market demand and nutritional require-

ments : and
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engage in the dissemination of the information

so obtained, and urge on governments the need

for education of the producer, the intermediary,

and the consumer in the principles of good mar-

keting, and in marketing technique, including

processing and storage;

2. That the governments and authorities here

represented take steps to ensure that producers

and consumers are adequately protected against

trade malpractices and against exploitation in

the purchase and sale of food and other products

of agricultural or marine origin, and commend
general and specific measures to prevent confusion

as to quality and country of origin; and that the

permanent organization above-mentioned assist, if

requested, governments and authorities to this

end, and, if appropriate, formulate international

codes of trade practices.

xxix. additions to and improvements in

marketing facilities

Whereas :

1. Many countries are lacking in adequate facili-

ties for the preservation of essential foods for

consumption throughout the year, and for the

production, transport, and distribution of these

foods to satisfy nutritional needs

;

2. The destruction and disorganization of mar-
keting facilities resulting from the war will make
this problem particularly acute in countries which
are the victims of hostilities;

3. Technological developments in food preserva-

tion, processing, and transport have been ac-

celerated by the war and give promise of contrib-

uting materially to the solution of these problems

:
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The United Nations Conference on Food and
Agriculture

Recommends :

1. That the governments and authorities here

represented take steps to secure the provision of

adequate processing, transportation, and distri-

bution facilities required for improving the nutri-

tritional levels of their populations ; and that the

permanent organization recommended in Resolu-

tion II study the technical, scientific, and economic

factors involved, with particular reference to

developments during the war, arrange for the

pooling of knowledge thus acquired, and give all

possible assistance to the governments and author-

ities in realizing these objectives;

2. That steps be taken by each country to

achieve full utilization of important new tech-

nological developments in food preservation,

transportation, and marketing, including espe-

cially dehydration, freezing, and ocean and air

transportation

;

3. That the permanent organization above-

mentioned take steps to obtain, collate, and dis-

seminate information regarding conditions of

marketing, processing, and storage facilities in all

countries, including those devastated by war, with

particular reference to any increased facilities

needed and to the rehabilitation of countries

devastated by war, in order to promote the ex-

pansion of marketing facilities in a carefully

planned rather than a haphazard manner;
4. That governments examine transport defi-

ciencies, both internally, and in connection with

export and import trade, which may be hinder-
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ing the development of adequate and efficient

marketing of foodstuffs and other agricultural

and marine products and take such steps as may
be necessary to rectify deficiencies; and that any
international body concerned with international

transport assist to this end.

xxx. increasing the efficiency and reducing the
cost of marketing

Whereas :

1. The maintenance of food consumption among
the peoples of the world at levels sufficiently high

to satisfy minimum health requirements calls for

the provision of greater quantities of better food

at reasonable prices

;

2. Except in some countries where consumers

largely produce their own food supplies, a sub-

stantial part of the total cost of food to the con-

sumer consists of marketing costs (including the

costs of assembly, grading, inland and sea trans-

port, storage, wholesale and retail distribution),

processing costs, and the rewards of enterprise;

3. In some countries, the provision of unessen-

tial services increases the margin between the

producer and consumer;

4. Reduction in marketing costs and margins can

benefit both producer and consumer alike;

The United Nations Conference on Food and
Agriculture

Recommends :

1. That the governments and authorities here

represented take all practicable steps to reduce

marketing, processing, storage and distribution
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costs, and margins between producers and con-

sumers, particularly by the elimination of unes-

sential services not required by producers or by
low-income consumers.

2. That the permanent organization recom-

mended in Resolution II collect and disseminate

information on marketing costs and margins in

different countries and in international trade, on
the factors which determine or influence such

costs and margins, and on the steps taken by gov-

ernments, by cooperative associations, and by pri-

vate enterprise to reduce them.

xxxi. fish and marine products

Whereas :

1. Fish, marine animals, and marine products

are essential in high degree to the diet of the peo-

ple of many countries and play an important role

in the nutrition of other countries

;

2. The production of fish and marine products

is vital to the economy of certain countries, and
the adequate livelihood of the fisherman, like that

of the farmer, depends upon a balanced world

economy

;

3. Consideration of questions relating to fish

and marine products is important in any program

designed to meet immediate and long-term food

and other requirements

;

The United Nations Conference on Food and

Agriculture

Recommends :

That the general conclusions reached by this

Conference apply, whever appropriate, to fish and
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marine products, and that these subjects be con-

sidered by the permanent organization recom-

mended in Resolution II.

XXXn. RESOLUTION OF APPRECIATION TO THE PRESI-

DENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

The United Nations Conference on Food and
Agriculture expresses its gratitude to the Presi-

dent of the United States of America, Franklin

Delano Roosevelt, for his initiative in convening

the present Conference, for its preparation, and
for his contribution to its success. This resolu-

tion is to be embodied in the Final Act of the

Conference.

XXXIII. APPRECIATION TO THE OFFICIALS OF THE CON-

FERENCE

Whereas :

1. The United Nations Conference on Food and
Agriculture was able to conduct its work under
conditions of exceptional efficiency

;

2. This efficiency and consequent good results,

in no small measure resulted from the wisdom
and talents of the Chairman, the Honorable Mar-
vin Jones, whose ideals of international solidar-

ity were a source of inspiration and stimulus to

all;

3. Without the previous and exhaustive prepar-

ation of documentary materials submitted to the

Conference by the Secretariat and without its

painstaking work, it would not have been possible

for the Conference to attain in such a short time

the results achieved;
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The United Nations Conference on Food and
Agriculture

Resolves :

1. To express to its Chairman, the Honorable
Marvin Jones, its deep appreciation for the ad-

mirable manner in which he has guided the Con-

ference and to pay to him the tribute of its grati-

tude; and
2. To express to the Secretary General, to the

Press Relations Officer, to the Assistant Secre-

tary General, to the Secretariat, and to the cleri-

cal staff its appreciation for the efficiency and
diligence shown in preparing the numerous docu-

mentary materials and in assisting the Conference

in attaining its objectives.

In witness whereof, the following delegates

sign the present Final Act.

Done at Hot Springs, Virginia, on the third

day of June, nineteen hundred and forty-three,

in the English language, the original to be de-

posited in the archives of the Department of

State of the United States, and certified copies

thereof to be furnished by the Government of

the United States of America to each of the gov-

ernments and authorities represented at the

Conference.
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