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VI. Recognition of the Fre,nch Committee of 
National Liberation 
Statement by the President 

(The Department of State Bulletin, Vol. IX, No. 218, Aug. 28, 1943) 

The Government of the United States desires 
again to make clear its purpose of cooperating 
with all patriotic Frenchmen, lool{i11g to the liber­
atioxl of the French people and French territories 
from the oppressions of the enemy. 

The Government of the United States, accord­
ingly, welcomes tl'le establisl1ment of the French 
Committee of National Liberation. It is our ex­
pectation that the Committee will function on the 
principle of collective .responsibility of · all its 
members for the active prosecution of the war. 

In view of the paramount importance of the 
common war effort, the relationship with the 
French Committee of N atioi'lal Liberatioi'l must 
continue to be subject to the military require­
Inents of the Allied commanders. 

The Government of the United States tal{es 
note, with sympathy, of the desire of the Com­
mittee to be regarded as the body qualified to 
insure the administration and defense of French 
interests. The extent to which it may be possi­
ble to give effect to this desire must, however, 
be reserved for consideration in each case as it 
arises. 

On these understandings the Government of 
the United States r~cognizes the French Com­
mittee of National Liberation as administering 
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those French overseas territories which acknowl­
edge its authority. 

This statement does not constitute recogni­
tion of a government of France or of. the French 
Empire by the Government of the United States. 

It does constitute recognition of the French 
Committee of National Liberation as functioning 
within specific limitations during the war. Later 
on the people of France, in a free and untram­
meled manner, will proceed in due course to select 
their o\vn government and their own officials to 
administer it. 

The Government of the. United States welcomes 
the Committee's expressed determination to con­
tinue the common struggle in close cooperation 
with all the Allies until French soil is freed from 
its invaders and until vicfory is complete over 
all enemy po\vers. 

May the restoration of France come with the 
utmost speed. 


