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XXXVII. l\fodification of a Combat Area 

(Dept. of State Bulletin,, ... ol. I\r ~ No. D-1-. April 12, 19-!1) 

\VHEBEAS sectio11 3 of the joint resolutio11 of 
Congress ap1Jroved N ove1nber 4, 19:39, provides as 
follows: 

" (a) ''Then eYer the President shall haYe i~sned a procln­
Ination under the authority of section 1 (a), and he shall 
thereafter find that the protection of citizens of the United 
States so requires, he shall~ by procla1nation, define co1nbat 
areas, and thereafter it shall be unlawful, except under 
such rules and regulations as 1nay be prescribed, for any 
citizen of the "l--;-nited States or any A1nerican vessel to pro­
ceend into or through any such co1nbat area. 1"'he con1bat 
area so defined 1nay be 1nade to apply to surface vessels or 
aircraft, or both. 

"(b) In case of the violation of any of the provisions of 
this section by any A1nerican vessel. or an~r o'Yner or officer 
thereof, such vessel, owner, or officer shall be fined not n1orc 
than $50JOOO or imprisoned for not n1ore than fiye years, or 
both. Should the o'Yner of such Yessel be a corporation, 
organization~ or association, each officer or director partici­
pating in the violation shall be liable to the penalty herein­
above prescribed. In case of the violation of this section by 
any citizen traveling as a passenger, such passenger 1nay be 
fined not 1nore than $10~000 or in1prisoned for not 1nore than 
two years, or both. 

" (c) The President 1nay fro1n tin1e to tin1e n1odify or 
extend any proclamation issued under the authority of this 
section, and ''hen the conditions ''"'hich shall have caused hin1 
to issue any such procla1nation shall have ceased to exist 
he shall revoke such proclamation and the provisions of 
this section shall thereupon cease to apply, except as 1o 

offenses coininittecl prior to sneh reYoeation."' 
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AND WHEREAS on Jline 11, 1940, I issued a proc­
lamation in accorda11ce \Vith the provision of la\v 
quoted above defining a combat area. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, ] 1RANI{LIN D. RoosEVELT, 

Preside11t of the U11ited States of America, acti11g 
under and by virtue of the authority confe1·red 011 
n1e by sectio11 3 (c) of the joint resolutio11 of Con­
gress approved November 4, 1939, do hereby modify 
n1y proclan1atio11 of J u11e 11, 1940, defi11h1g combat 
areas into \vhich it sl1all be unla,vful, except llnder 
sucl1 rules a11d regulations as shall be prescribed, 
for a11y citize11 of the United States or any Ameri­
cal1 vessel, \Yl1ether a Sllrface vessel or a11 aircraft, 
to proceed, by eli1ninati11g fro1n the scope of that 
proclamation the combat area defined i11 the seco11d 
11un1bered sectio11 thereof as : 

"Beginning at the intersection of the North Coast of 
Italian Somaliland 'vith the meridian of 50° longitude east 
of Green,vich; 

"Thence due north to the mainland of Arabia; 
"Thence east,vard along the coast of Arabia to the merid­

ian of 51 o east longitude; 
"Thence due south to the n1ainland of Italian Somaliland; 
"Thence west,vard along the coast of Italian Son1aliland to 

the point of beginning." 

And I do hereby proclai1n that jt shall no longer 
be unla,vful for any citizen of the United States or 
a11y American vessel, \vhether a surface vessel or 
an aircraft, to proceed into or through the area de­
fined above. 

IN "\VITNESS WHER.EOF, I have hereunto set my 
hand and caused the seal of th~ United States of 
America to be affixed. 
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DoNE at the City of \iV ashingto11 this lOth day of 
April, in the year of our Lord ni11eteen 

[sEAL] hundred a11d forty-one, a11d of the I11-
depe11dence of tl1e United States of 

A1nerica the one hundred a11d sixty-fifth. 

FRANKLIN D. RoosEVELT 

By the President: 

CoRDELL HuLL, 

Secretary of State. 


