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XXVII. DEFENSIVE SEA AREAS 

(Executive Order, Dec. 11, 1941) 

EsTABLISHING DEFENSIVE SEA AREAs AT PoRTLAND, 

MAINE; PoRTSMOUTH, NEw HAMPSHIRE; BosToN, 

MASSACHUSETTS; NARRAGANSETT BAY; SAN DIEGO, 

CALIFORNIA ; SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA; 

CoLUMBIA RIVER ENTRANCE, AND STRAIT OF JuAN 

DE FucA AND PuGET SouND. 

By virtue of the authority vested in me by Sec­
tion 44 of the Criminal Code, a~ amended (U.S. C., 
title 18, Sec. 96), the following described areas are 
hereby established for purposes of national defense 
as naval defensive sea areas, with names as indi-
·cated: 

1. PORTLAND, MAINE, DEFENSIVE SEA AREA 

.All United States territorial waters of Casco 
Bay, Portland Harbor, Luckse Sound, Broad 
·Sound and their tributaries from the contour of 
extreme high water on the shores of these waters 
as shown on the latest U. S. C. and G. S. charts, to: 

A line running from Dyer Point (Cape Eliza­
beth) to West Cod Ledge Rock Buoy No. 2 in 
approximate position, latitude 40 degrees 34 min­
utes 17 seconds north, longittlde 70 degrees 07 nrin­
utes 40 seconds west, thence to Bulwark Shoal 
Buoy, in approximate position latitude 43 degrees 
36 minutes 02 seconds north, longitude 70 degrees 
04 minutes 04 seconds west, thence to Halfway 
Rock Light, thence to the southernmost point on 
Little Birch Island, thence to Chegeag Point on 
Great Chegeag Island, thence to Blaney Point on 
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-- Cousin Island, thence to Drinkwater Point on the 
mainland; and within Portland Harbor to : 

A line crossing Portland Harbor at the Portland 
Terminal Bridge. 

2. PORTSMOUTH, NEW HAl\f.PSHIRE, DEFENSIVE SEA 

AREA 

All United States territorial waters of the At­
lantic Ocean, Portsmouth, N evv Hampshire, and 
Kittery, Maine, harbors, the Piscataqua River and 
their tributaries from the contour line of extreme 
(high water on the shores of these waters as shown 
on the latest U. S. C. and G. S. charts, to: · 

A line running northwest and southeast across 
Pepperrel Cove through Nun buoy No.4 of Sihing 
Island, in approximate position latitude 43 degrees 
04 minutes 40 seconds north, longitude 70 degrees 
42 minutes 18 seconds west; 

A line running southerly from Sisters Point on 
Gerrish Island to Nun Buoy No. 2 off West Sister 
Shoal in approximate position latitude 43 degrees 
03 minutes 36 seconds north, longitude 70 degrees 
40 minutes 11 seconds west, thence southwesterly 
to Bell Buoy No. 1 off Gunboat Shoal, in approxi­
mate position latitude 43 degrees 01 minute 25 sec­
onds north, longitude 70 degrees 41 minutes 51 
seconds west, thence westerly to Seal Rocks, thence 
northwest to the shore of the mainland; 

A line running from Frosts Point Light to 
Jaffrey Point Light on Newcastle Island; and 
within Portsmouth.Harbor, to: 

A line crossing the Piscataqua River at and fol­
lowing the Boston & Maine Railroad Bridge. 
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3. BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS, DEFENSIVE SEA AREA 

All United States territorial waters of Massachu­
setts Bay, Broad Sound, President Roads, Boston 
Harbor; the Mystic, Chelsea and Charles Rivers, 
Quincy Bay, Weymouth, Fore River, N antasket 

. Roads, Hingham Bay and their tributaries, bays 
and streams from the contour line of extreme high 
water on the shores of these waters as shown on the 
latest U. S. C. and G. S. charts, to: 

A line connecting Strawberry Point (Cohasset) 
and East Point, Nahant; ·~ 

\ 

A line connecting Bass Point, Nahant, and Grav-
ers Cliff, Winthrop Highlands; and within Boston 
Harbor, to: 

A ;tine across the Mystic River at and following 
the downstream Boston & J\iaine Railroad bridge ; 
and 
· A line across the Charles River at and following 
the Charlestown bridge. 

4. NARRAGANSETT BAY DEFENSIVE SEA AREA 

All United States territorial waters of N arragan­
sett Bay, the Sakonnet River, Providence Harbor, 
and their tributaries from the contour line of ex­
treme high water on the shores of these waters as 
shown on the latest U. S. C. and G. S. chart, to: 

A line running from· the shore north of Point 
Judith on true bearing east to Little League Rock, 
thence northeasterly to Bell Buoy "E" in approxi­
mate position, latitude 41 degrees 24 minutes 23 
seconds north, longitude 71 degrees 21 minutes 24 
seconds west, thence to Bell Buoy No. 2 off Schuyler 
-Ledge, in approximate position latitude 41 degrees 
26 minutes 24 seconds north, longitude 71 degrees 
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11 minutes 39 seco11ds west, thence, to the southern­
most land of Sakonnet Point; and within N arra­
gansett Bay and its tributaries to: 

.Aline across the Taunton_River at a11d following 
the New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad 
Bridge; and 

.A li11e across the Seekonk River at and following 
the Red Bridge. 

5. SAN DIEGO, CALIF., DEFENSIVE SEA AREA 

All United States territorial waters of the Pacific 
Ocean, ~an Diego Bay and their tributaries from 
the contour line of extreme high water on the shores 
of these waters, as shown on the latest U. S. C. and 
G. S. charts, to: 

.A line running from Point Loma Lighthouse 
southerly to lighted Whistle Buoy '' 1.A., '' in ap­
proximate position latitude 32 degrees 37 minutes 
19 seconds north, longitude 117 degrees 14 minutes 
42 seconds west, thence northeasterly to torpedo 
range Buoy "0" in approximate position latitude 
32 degrees 38 minutes 06 seconds north, longitude 
117 degrees 12 minutes 07 seconds west, thence 
easterly to target No. 1 on shore, in approximate 
position latitude 32 degrees 37 minutes 20 seconds 
north, longitude 117 degrees 08 minutes 04 seconds 
west; and, within San Diego Bay, all the waters to 
the north of: · 

A line following the parallel of latitude 32 de­
grees 40 minutes north, from shore to shore. 

6. SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF., DEFENSIVE SEA AREA 

All United States territorial waters of the Gulf 
of the Farallones, San Francisco Bay, San Pablo 
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Bay, the Napa River, Carquinez Strait, Oakland 
Harbor, San Leandro Bay and their tributaries 
from the contour line of extreme high water on the 
shores of these waters, as shown on the latest 
U. S. C. and G. S. charts, to: 

A. line running north to the shore from Whistle 
Buoy "'lDR'' (Duxbury Reef) in · approximate 
position, latitude 27 degrees 51 minutes 36 seconds 
north, longitude 122 degrees 41 minutes 38 seconds 
west; ~ 

A. line running southerly from Whistle Buoy 
"lDR" along the seaward limit. of United States 
territorial waters to the parallel of latitude 37 
degrees 40 minutes north, thence east along that 
parallel of latitude to the shore, and within San 
Francisco Bay and its tributaries to: 

A. line across the south part of San Francisco 
Bay at and following the San Mateo br\dge; 

A line across C.arquinez Straits at and following 
the Southern Pacific Railroad bridge; 

A. line aeross the Napa River at and following 
the Vallejo-Mare Island Causeway. 

7. COLUMBIA RIVER ENTRANCE DEFENSIVE SEA .AREA 

All United States territorial waters of the Pa­
cific Ocean and the Columbia River and their tribu­
taries from the contour line of extreme high water 
on the shores of these waters as shown on the latest 
U. S. C. and G. S. charts to: 

A. line running from North Head, Washington, 
west to the boundary, of United States territorial 
waters, thence southerly along the boundaryl of 
United States territorial waters to the vicinity of 
Bell Buoy No. 1, in approximate position latitude 
46 degrees 14 minutes 21 seconds north, longitude 
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124 degrees 09 minutes 38 . secon-ds west, thence 
southeasterly along the seaward boundary of 
United States territorial waters to the parallel of 
latitude 46 deg-rees 10 minutes north, and along this 
parallel of latitude to the shore; and .. within the 
Columbia River to: 

A line across the Columbia River from Harring­
ton Point, Washington, to Settler Point, Oregon: 

A north and south line across Youngs River from 
shore to shore at the westernmost point of Daggett 
Point; · 

A line across the Lewis and Clark River at and 
following the Oregon Coast Highway Bridge. 

8. STRAIT OF JUAN DE FUCA AND PUGET SOUND 

DEFENSIVE SEA AREA 

.All United States territorial waters of the Pacific 
Ocean, the Strait of Juan de Fuca, .Admiralty Inlet, ­
Saratoga Passage, Possession Sound, Hqod Canal, 
Puget Sound, and their tributaries from the con­
tour line of extreme high water on the shores of 
these waters, as shown on the latest U. S. C .. a11d 
G. S. charts to: 

A line running north fro1n Tatoosh Island to the 
international boundary, thence easterly along the 
international boundary line to the easternmost 
point of that line in the vicinity of Middle Bank, 
thence to Iceberg Point on Lopez Island, thence 
easterly to the shore of W.hidbey Island at Decep­
tion Pass; 

A line running north from Point Demock on 
Camano Island to the shore of Whidbey Island;· 
and . 

.A line running east from Camano. Island to the 
shore of the mainland. · 
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VESSELS BARRED AT NIGHT 

A vessel not proceeding under United States 
naval or other United States authorized supervi­
sion shall not e11ter or navigate the waters of any 
of the defensive sea areas established he~eby except 
during daylight, when good visibility conditions 
prevail, and then only after specific permission has 
been obtained. Advance arrangements for entry 
into or navigati~:n through or within any of the 
said defensive sea areas must be made, preferably 
by application at the appropriate United States 
Naval District Headquarters, in advance of sailing, 
or by radio or visual communication on approach­
ing the seaward limits of the area. 

·rf radio telegraph is used, the call "NQO" shall 
be made on a frequency of 500 kcs. and permission 
to enter the port shall be requested. The name of 
the vessel, purpose of entry, and name of the master 
must be given in the request. If visual communi­
cations are used, the procedure will be essentially 
the same. 

A vessel e11teri11g or navigating the waters of any 
of the said defensive sea areas does so at its own 
risk. 

Even though permission has been obtained, it is 
incumbent upon a vessel. entering a11y one of the 
said defensive sea areas to obey any further instruc-­
tions received from the United States Navy or other 
United States authority. 

SUBJECT TO SUPERVISION 

A vessel may expect supervision of its movements 
within any of the said defensive sea areas, either 
through surface craft or aircraft. Such control-



90 

ling surface craft and aircraft shall be identified 
by a prominent display of the union jack. 

These regulations are subject to amplification by 
the local United States naval authority as neces­
sary to meet local circumstances and conditions. 

When a United States maritime control area 
is establisl1ed adjacent to or abutting upon any of 
the said described defensive sea areas, it shall be 
assumed that permission to enter, and other in­
structions issued by proper authority, shall apply 
to any one continuous passage through or within 
both areas. 

Any ms;tster of a vessel or other person withi11 
any of the said defensive sea areas, who shall dis­
regard these regulations, or shall fail to obey an 
order of United States naval authority to stop or 
heave to, or shall perform any act threatening the 
efficiency of mine or other defenses or the safety of 
navigation, or shall taken any action inimical to the 
interests of the United States, may be detained 
therein by force of arms and renders himself liable 
to attack by the armed forces of the United States, 
and liable to prosecution as provided in Section 44 
of the Criminal Code, as an1ended (U. S. C. Title 
18, Sec. 96). 

All United States authorities shall place at the 
disposal of the Naval authorities their facilities for 
aiding in the enforcement of these regulations. 

FRANKLIN D. RoosEVELT. 
THE WRITE HousE, 

Dec. 11~ 1941. 




