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defend ourselves to the uttermost but will make 
very certain that this form of treachery shall never 
endanger us again. 

Hostilities exist. There is no blinking at the fact 
that our ·people, our territory, and our interests 
are in grave danger. 

With confidence in our armed forces-with the 
unbounded determination of our people-we will 
gain the inevitable triumph-so help us God. 

I ask that the Congress declare that since the 
unprovoked and dastardly attack by Japan on 
Sunday, December seventh, a state of war has ex
isted between the United States and the Japanese 
Empire. 

FRANKLIN D .ROOSEVELT 

THE WHITE HousE, 

December 8, 1941. 

XXII. DECLARATION OF A STATE OF 'WA~ 
WITH JAPAN . 

(;Dept. of State Bulletin, VoL V, No. 129, Dec. 13, 19'41) 

"JoiNT REsOLUTION Declaring that a state of war exists . \ 

between the Imperial Government of Japan and the 
Government and the people of the United States and 
making provisions to prosecute the same. ·. --· 

"Whereas the Imperial Government of Japan has com
mitted unprovoked acts of war against the Government and 
the people of the United States of Am'erica: Therefore be it 

"Reselved by the Senate and House of Representatilve~ 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That the state of war between the United States and the 
Imperial Government of Japan which has thus been thrust 
upon the United States is hereby formally declared; and 
the President is hereby authorized and directed to employ 
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the entire naval and military forces of the United States 
and the resources of. the Government to carry on war against 
the Imperial Government of Japan ; and, to bring the con
flict to a successful termination, all of the resources of the 
country are hereby pledged by the Congress of the United 
States. 

"Approved, December 8, 1941, 4: 10 p. m., E. S. T ." 

XXIII .. MESSAGE OF THE PRESIDENT TO THE 
CONGRESS DECEMBER 11 

('Dept. of State Bulletin, Vol. V, No. 129, Dec. 13, 1941) 

To THE CoNGREss oF THE -uNITED STATES : 

On the morning of December eleventh, tl1e Gov
ernment of Germany, pursuing its course of world
conquest, declared war against the United States. 

The long known and the long expected has thus 
taken place. The forces endeavoring to enslave 
the entire world now are moving towards this 
hemisphere. 

Never before .has there been a greater challenge 
to life, liberty, and civilization. 
Del~y invites greater danger. Rapid and united 

effort by all of the peoples of the world who are 
determined to remain free will insure a world 
victory of the forces of justice and of righteousness 
over the forces of savagery and of barbarism. 

Italy also has declared war against the United 
States. 

I therefore request the Congress to recognize a 
state of war between the United States and Ger
many, and between the United States and Italy. 

FRANKLIN D RoosEVELT 

THE WHITE HousE, 

· December 11, 1941. 




