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we have grown fat and flabby and lazy-and that we 
are doomed. 

But those who say that k11ow nothing of America 
or of American life. 

They do not kno\v t~hat this land is great because. 
it is a land of endless challenge. Our country was 
first populated, and it has been steadily developed, 
-by men and women in whom there burned the spirit 
-of adventure and restless11ess and individual inde-
pendence wl1ich will not tolerate oppression. 

Ours l1as been a story~ of vigoTous cl1allenges 
-vvhich have been accepted and overcome-chal­
lenges of uncharted seas, of \vild forests and desert 
plains, of raging floods and withering drought, of 
foreign tyrants and domestic strife, of staggering 
-problems-social, economic, and physical; and we 
have come out of tl1em the most po\verful nation-
-and-the freest-in all of history. 

Today in tl1e face of this 11ewest and greatest 
challenge, we A1nericans have cleared our decks and 
taken our battle stations. We stand ready in the 
defense of our Nation a11d the faith of our fathers 
to do what God has given us the power to see as our 
full duty. 

XI. CLAIMS AGAINST GERMANY IN THE CASE OF 
THE "ROBIN MOOR" 

(Dept. of State Bulletin, Vol. V, No. 124, Nov. 8, 1941) 

On Jui1e 20, 1941 the State Department se11t to 
the German Embassy in Washington, for the in­
formation of tl1e German Gover11ment, the Presi­
de11t 's rnessage to the Congress regarding the sink­
ing of the Robin Moor. The German Charge 
.d'Affaires replied on June 24, 1941 as follovvs : 
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"WASHINGTON, D. c., 
"June 924, 1941. 

-k'MR. UNDERSECRETARY OF STATE: 

"In reply to your note of the 20th of this month, I have 
the honor to advise you that I do not find myself in a posi­
tion to pass on, in accordance with your request, the text 
.sent to me o:f a message to Congress fro1n the President of 
the United States of America for the information of my 
-Government. 

"Accept [etc.] THoMSEN" 

On September 19 the Departrnent sent a further 
note to the German Embassy, the text of which is as 
follows: 

"SEPTEMBER 19, 1941. 
·"SIR: 

"Reference is made to the Department's communication of 
~June 20, 1941, with which there was transmitted, by direc­
tion of the President of the United States, a copy of a nles­
sage addressed on that date by the President to the Congress 
,of the United States in which it was stated that the German 
,·Govern1nent w~~ld be exPected to make fuil reparation for 
the losses and damages sustained by American nationals as 
.a consequence of the unlawful sinking of the American 
vessel Robin Moor by a German submarine on May 21, 1941 
in the south Atlantic Ocean. 

"I now have to inform you that after an investigation 
undertaken for the purpose of ascertaining the ext-ent of the 
losses and damages sustained, and with a view to effecting a 
prompt liquidation of the matter, the Government of the 
United States is prepared tq a:ccept, for appropriate distri­
-bution by it, the-'hurip sum .b'{ $2,967 ,092.00, currency of the 
United States, in satisfaction and full settlement of all 
.elaims of the United States and its nationals agajnst the 
German Government for losses and damages sustained ~s a 
. consequence of the sinking, subject, however, to the condi-
tion that payment of that sum by the German Government· 
be eff'ected at Washington within ninety days from this 
date. While the sum mentioned includes an ampunt repre-

. senting the value of property of this Governmnent which 
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was on board the vessel, no item of punitive da1nages is 
included. 

"Accept [etc.] CoRDELL HULL" 

This last note was acknowledged by the Germa11 
Embassy 011 the sa111e day with a statement that the 
contents of the note had been transmitted to the 
German Government. 

Later, on September 26, the Gerrnan Embassy 
the following con11nunication to the Department of 
State: 

"~1R. SECRETARY OF STATE: \ 

~ "WASHINGTON, D. c., 
"Septe1nber ~6, 19.1,1. 

"On the 19th day of this month yon sent n1e a new note 
with reference to your communication of June 20 of this 
year concerning the A1nerican stea1ner Rob,in Af ooi . I have 
the honor to reply to you herewith that the two communica­
tions 1nade are not such as to lead to an appropriate reply 
by 1ny Government. In this regard I refer to my note of 
June 25th [June 24] of this year. 

"Accept [etc. J TI-IOl\fSEN" 

XII. REVISION OF THE NEUTRALITY ACT OF 1939 

LETTER OF THE PRESIDENT TO THE SPEAKER AND 

THE MAJORITY LEADER oF THE HousE 

(Dept. of State Builetin, Vol. V, No. 125, Nov. 15, -1941) 

The text of a letter addressed by the President 
to the Honorable Sam Rayb11Tn, Speaker of the 
HollSe, and the Honorable John W. McCormack, 
lVIajority Leader of the House, follo,vs: 
"MY DEAR MR. SPEAKER AND MR. McCoRl\IACI{: 

"I had had no thought of expressing to the llouse 1ny 
views of the effect, in foreign countries and especially in 
Ger1nany, of favorable or unfavor~b!e . action on the Sen-
ate amendments. · · 




