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The problem is to set up as swiftly as possible the 
most effective means of self-defense. The prin
ciple is that the first duty of an independent na
tioi1 is to safeguard its own security. 

In the light of these considerations, further 
revision of our neutrality legislation is now im
peratively required. Now, as in earlier times, 
11ecessary measures on land and sea for the de
fense of the United States and of the other inde
pendent nations of this hemisphere must be taken, 
in accordance with the \Vise, settled, and tradi
tional policy of our Republic. 

We are today face to face \vith a great emer
gency. We should not sit with our hands tied 
by these 12rovisions of law. 

If Hitler should succeed in his supreme pur
pose to conquer Great Britain and thus secure 
control of the higl1 seas, \Ve wotlld suddenly find 
the danger at our own door. _ 

Provisions .~of the Neutrality .Act must not pre
vent our full defense. Any that stand in the way 
should be promptly repealed. I support the 
pe11ding proposal to repeal section 6. My own 
judgment is that section 2 also should be repealed 
or modified. 

X. NAVY AND TOTAL DEFENSE DAY 

AnDREss BY THE PRESIDENT OcTOBER 27, 1941 

(Dept. of State Bulletin, Vol. V, No. 123, Nov. 1, 1941) 

Five months ago tonight I ·proclaimed to the 
American people the existence of a state of unlim
ited emergency. 
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Since the11 much has happened. Our Army and 
Navy are temporarily in Ic~land in the defense of . 
the Western Hemisphere. 

Hitler has attacked shipping in areas close to 
the Americas tl1roughout the Atlantic. 

Ma11y American-owned merchant ships have been 
sunl{ 011 the high seas. One American destroyer 
was attacl{ed 011 September fourth. Another de
stroyer was attacked and hit on October seven
teenth. Eleven brave and loyal men of ou·r Navy 
were killed by the Nazis. 

We have wished to avoid sl1ooting. But the 
shooting has started. And history has recorded 
who fired the first shot. In the long run, however, 
all that 'vill matter is wl1o fired the last shot. 

America has been attacked. The U. S. S. Kearny 
is not just a Navy sl1ip. She belongs to every man, 
woman, and child in this N atioh. 

Illinois, Alabama, California, N Qrth Carolina, 
Ohio, Lotlisiana, Texas, Pennsylvania, Georgia, 
Arkansas, New York, Virginia-tl1ose are the home 
States of the honored dead and wounded of the 
Kear1~y. Hitler's torpedo was directed at every 
American, whether he lives on our seacoasts or in 
the innermost part of the Nation, far from the seas 
and far from the guns and tanks of the marching 
hordes of ",.ould-be conquerors of the world. 

The purpose of Hitler's at~ack was to frighten 
the American people off the high seas-to force us 
to mal{e a trembling retreat. This is not the first 
time he has misjudged the American spirit. That 
spirit is now aroused. 
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If our national policy were to be dominated by 
the fear of shooting, the11 all of our ships and those 
of our sister reptlblics would have to be tied up in 
l1ome harbors. Our Navy would l1ave to remain 
respectfully-abjectly-bel1ind any line which Hit
ler might decree on a11y ocean as -his own dictated 
version of his ovvn war zone. 

Naturally we reject that absurd and insulting 
suggestion. We reject it because of our o'vn self
interest, our ow11 self-respect, and our ow11 good 
faith. Freedom of the seas is now, as it has always 
been, the fu11dan1ental policy of tl1is Government. 

I-Iitler has often protested that his plans for con
quest do_not extend across the Atla11tic Ocean. His 
submarines and raiders prove otherwise. So does 
the entire design of l1is new world-order. 

For example, I have in my possession a secret 
map made in Germany by Hitler's gover11ment-by 
the planners of tl1e new 'vorld-order. It is a map 
of Soutl1 America and a part of Central America 
as I--Iitler proposes to Teorgallize it. Today in this 
area there are 14 separate colllltries. The geo
graphical experts of Berlin, however, have ruth
lessly obliterated all existing botlndary lines and 
have divided Sot1th America into five vassal states, 
bringing the \vhole continent under their domina
tion. A11d tl1ey have also so arranged it that the 
territory of one of thes~ new puppet states includes 
the Republic of Pa11an1a a11d our great lifeline-the 
Pa11ama Canal. 

This map mal(es clear the Nazi design not only 
against Soutl1 America but against the United 
States itself. 

Your Governme11t has in its possession another 
document made 111 Germa11y by Hitler's govern-
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ment. It is a detailed plan, which, for obvious rea
sons, the Nazis did not wish to publicize just yet, 
but which they are ready to impose on a dominated 
world-if Hitler wins. It is a plan to abolish all 
existing religions-· Protestant, Catholic, Moham
medan, Hindu, Buddhist, and J ewisl1 alike. The 
property of all ch11rches will be seized by the Reich. 
The cross and all other symbols of religion are to 
be forbidden. Tl1e clergy a:re to be forever silenced 
llnder penalty of the concentration camps, where 
even no\v so many fearless men are bei11g to-rtured 
because they placed God above Hitler. 

In the place 'of the churcl1es of our civilization, 
there is to be set llp an International Nazi Church
a cl1nrcl1 which will be served by orators sent out 
by the Nazi gover11ment. In the place of tl1e Bible, 
the vvords of M ein Ka?npf will be imposed and en
forced as Holy \V rit. And in place of the cross of 
Christ will be put two symbols-the swastil{a and 
the naked sword. 

The God of Blood and Iron 'vill take the place 
of the God of Love and Mercy. 

These grim truths which I have told you of the 
• 

present and futu-re pla11s of Hitlerism will of course 
be l1otly d~nied to1norrow in the controlled press 
and radio of the Axis Powers. A11d some Ameri
cans will continue to insist tl1at Hitler's plans need 
not worry us-and that we should not concern our
selves 'vith anything that goes on beyond rifle shot 
of our own shores. 

The protestations of these An1erican citizens-. 
few in number-will, as usual, be paraded with ap
plause through tl1e Axis press and radio during the 
next few d~ys, in an effort to convince the world 
that the majority of Americans are opposed to their 
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duly chosen Government, and in reality are only 
waiting to jump on Hitler's bandwagon 'vhen it 
comes this way. .. 

The motive of such Americans is not the point 
at issue. The fact is that Nazi propaganda con
tinu·es in desperation to seize upon such isolated 
statements as proof of American disunity. 

The_ Nazis have made up their 0"\\7n list of·modern 
American l1eroes. It is, fortunately, a short list. 
I am glad that it does not contain my name. 

All of us An1ericans, of all opinions, aTe faced 
'vith the choice between the kind of world we want 
to live in and the kind of 'vorld which Hitler and 
his hordes woutd i1npose upon us. 

None of us wants to burro'v linder the ground 
a11d live in total darkness like a comfortable mole. 

The forward march of Hitlerism can be stop
ped-and it will be stopped. 

Very simply and very bluntly-we are pledged 
to pull our own oar in the destrt1ction of Hitlerism. 

And when we have l1elped to end the curse of 
Hitlerism we shall help to establish a new peace 
which will give to decent people everywhere a better 
chance to live and prosper in security a11d in free
doin and in faitl1. 

Each day that passes 've are producing and pro
viding more and more arms for the men wl1o are 
fighting on actual battlefronts. . That is our pri
mary task. 

_.~..t\.nd it is the N atio11 's will that these vital arms 
and supplies of all kinds shall neither be locked up 
in American harbors nor sent to the bottom of the 
sea. It is the Nation's will that America shall 
deliver the goods. In open defiance of that will, 
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our ships have been sunk and our sailors have been 
killed. 

I say that we do not propose to take this lying 
down. 

Our determination not to take it lying down has 
I say that we do not propose to take this lying 

to shoot on sight~ Those orders stand. 
Furthermore, the House of Representatives has 

already voted to amend part of the Neutrality Act 
of 1939, today outmoded by force of violent circum
stances. The Senate Committee on Foreign Rela
tions has also recommended eliminatio11 of other 

) 

hamstringing p~ovisions in that act. That is the 
course of honesty and of realism. 

Our American mercl1ant ships must be armed to 
defen~ then1selves against the rattles11akes of the 
sea. 

Our .American merchant ships must be free to 
carry our American goods into the harbors of our 
friends. 

Our American merchant ships must be protected 
by our American Navy. 

It can never be doubted that the goods will be 
delivered by this Nation, 'vhose Navy believes in the 
tradition of ''Damn the torpedoes; full speed 
ahead!'' 

Our national will must speak from every assem
bly line in our vast industrial machine. Our fac
tories and our shipyards are constantly expanding. 
Our output must be multiplied. , 

It cannot be hampered by the selfish obstruction 
of a small but dangerous minority of industrial 
managers who hold out for extra profits or for 
"business as 11sual". It cannot be hampered by 
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the selfish obstruction of a small but dangerous 
minority of labor leaders who are a menace to the 

-true cause of labor itself, as 'veil as to the Nation 
as a whole. 

The lines of our essential defe11se no'v cover all 
th·e seas, and to meet the extraordinary demands of 
today and tomorrow our Navy grows to unprece
dented size. Our Navy is ready for action. 
Indeed, units of it i11 the Atlantic patrol are in 
action. Its officers and men need no· praise from 
me. 

Our new Army is steadily developing the 
strength needed to 'vithstand the aggressors. Our 
soldiers of today are worthy of the proudest tradi
tions of the U11ited States Army. But traditions 
cannot shoot dow11 dive bombers or destroy tanlrs. 
That is why \Ve must a11d shall provide, for every 
one of o11r soldiers, equip1nent and "'.,.eapons-not 
1nerely as good but better than that of any other 
army on earth. And we are doi11g tJ:at right now. 

For this-a11d all of this-is what we mean by 
total national defense. 

The first objective of that defense is, to_ stop Hit
ler. He can be stopped a11d can be compelled to dig 
in. A11d that will be the beginning of his downfall, 
because dictatorship of the Hitler type can live 
only through co11tint1ing victories-incr~asing 
conquests. · 

The facts of 1918 are proof that a mighty Ger
man Army and a tired German people can cr11mble 
rapidly and go to pieces when they are faced with 
successful resistance. 

Nobody who admires qualities of cotlrage and 
endurance can fail to be stirred by the full-fledged 
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resistance of the Russian people. The Russians 
are fighting for their own soil and their own homes. 
Russia needs all kinds of help-planes, tanks, guns, 
medical supplies, a11d other aids-toward the suc
cessful defense against the. invaders. From the 
United States and from Britain she is getting great 
quantities of those essential Sllpplies. But the 
11eeds of her huge army will continue-and our help 
and British help will have to continue! 

Tl1e other day the Secretary of State of the 
United States was asked by a Senator to justify our 
giving aid to Russia. His reply was: ''The 
answer to that depends on how anxious a person is 
to stop and destroy the march of Hitler in his con
quest of the world. If he were anxious enough to 
defeat Hitler, he would not worry ahollt who was 
helping to defeat him." 

Upon our A1nerican production falls the colossal 
taslr of equipping our own armed forces and help
ing to supply the British, the Russians, and the 
Chinese. In the performance of that tasl{ we dare 
not fail. And we \\rill not fail. 

It has not been easy for us A1nericans to adjust 
ourselves to the shocking realities of a world in 
vvl1ich the principles of common humanity q,nd con1-
n1on dece11cy are being mowed down by the firing 
squads of tl!e Gestapo. \V e have enjoyed n1any of 
God's blessings. vV e have lived in a broad and 
abundant land, and by our industry and produc
tivity we have made it flourish. 

There are those who say that our great good for
tune has betrayed us-that 've are now no match fo1" 
tl1e regimented masses who have been trained in the 
Spartan ways of ruthless brutality. They say that 

492005-43--4 
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we have grown fat and flabby and lazy-and that we 
are doomed. 

But those who say that k11ow nothing of America 
or of American life. 

They do not kno\v t~hat this land is great because. 
it is a land of endless challenge. Our country was 
first populated, and it has been steadily developed, 
-by men and women in whom there burned the spirit 
-of adventure and restless11ess and individual inde-
pendence wl1ich will not tolerate oppression. 

Ours l1as been a story~ of vigoTous cl1allenges 
-vvhich have been accepted and overcome-chal
lenges of uncharted seas, of \vild forests and desert 
plains, of raging floods and withering drought, of 
foreign tyrants and domestic strife, of staggering 
-problems-social, economic, and physical; and we 
have come out of tl1em the most po\verful nation-
-and-the freest-in all of history. 

Today in tl1e face of this 11ewest and greatest 
challenge, we A1nericans have cleared our decks and 
taken our battle stations. We stand ready in the 
defense of our Nation a11d the faith of our fathers 
to do what God has given us the power to see as our 
full duty. 

XI. CLAIMS AGAINST GERMANY IN THE CASE OF 
THE "ROBIN MOOR" 

(Dept. of State Bulletin, Vol. V, No. 124, Nov. 8, 1941) 

On Jui1e 20, 1941 the State Department se11t to 
the German Embassy in Washington, for the in
formation of tl1e German Gover11ment, the Presi
de11t 's rnessage to the Congress regarding the sink
ing of the Robin Moor. The German Charge 
.d'Affaires replied on June 24, 1941 as follovvs : 




