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added: "subsequent to the present Convention.'' The article 
continues 'vithout any other modification. 

2. Paragraph (a) of Article II is accepted by the Delega
tion 'vithout the final words 'vhich read: "and are not con
trolled by international law", 'vhich should be considered 
as eliminated. 

3. This Treaty does not include controversies or differ
ences 'vith regard to points or questions "\vhich, according to 
the Political Constitution of El Salvador, must not be sub
nlitted to arbitration, and 

4. Pecuniary claims against the nation shall be decided 
by its judges and courts, since they have jurisdiction there
of, and recourse shall be had to international arbitration 
only in the cases provided in the Constitution and la,vs 
of El Salvador, that is in cases of denial of justice or un
usual delay in the adn1inistration thereof. 

The Dominican Republic, in signing the General Treaty 
of Inter-American Arbitration, does so with the under
standing that controversies relating to questions 'vhich are 
under the jurisdiction of its courts shall not be referred 
to arbitral jurisdiction except in accordance 'vith the prin
ciples of international law. 

III 

GENERAL Coi\VEXTIOX oF INTER-A::\IERICAX CoNCILIATIO::N 

46 Stat. 2209 

'I'he Governn1ents of Venezuela, Chile, Bolivia, Uruguay) 
Costa Rica, Peru, Honduras, Guatemala, Haiti, Ecuador, 
Colombia, Brazil, Panama, Paraguay, Nicaragua, l\1exico, El 
~alvador, the Do1ninican Republic, Cuba, and the United 
States of America, represented at the Conference on Con
ciliation and Arbitration, assembled at "\Vashington, pursu
ant to the Resolution adopted on February 18, 1928, by the 
Hixth International Conference of American States held in 
the City of Habana: 

Desiring to den1onstrate that the conde1nnation of war as 
an instrument of national policy in their mutual relations, 
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set forth in the above mentioned resolution, constitutes one 
Df the fundamental bases of inter-American relations; 

Animated by the purpose of promoting, in every possible 
'vay, the developn1ent of international methods for the pacific 
settlement of differences bet,veen the States; 

Being convinced that the "Treaty to A void or Prevent 
Conflicts bet"reen the American States," signed at Santiago 
de Chile, May 3, 1923, constitutes a notable achievement in 
inter-American relations, 'vhich it is necessary to maintain 
by giving additional prestige and strength to the action of 
the commissions established by Articles III and IV of the 
.aforementioned treaty; 

Acknowledging the need of giving conYentional form to 
these purposes have agreed to enter into the present Con
vention, for 'vhich purpose they have appointed Plenipoten
tiaries as follows : 

[Here follow nan1es of the Plenipotentiaries.] 
'Vho, after having deposited their full po,Yers, which "·ere 

-found to be in good and due for1n by the Conference, ha ,.e 
.agreed as follows : 

ARTICLE I 

The High Contracting Parties agree to subn1it to the pro
teedure of conciliation established by this conYention all con
troversies of any kind which have arisen or may arise be
tween them for any reason and which it may not have been 
possible to settle through diplomatic channels. 

ARTICLE II 

The Commission of Inquiry to be established pursuant to 
the provisions of Article IV of the Treaty signed in San
tiago de Chile on May 3, 1923, shalllike,vise have the char
acter of Commission of Conciliation. 

ARTICLE III 

The Permanent Co1n1nissions ·which ha Ye been established 
by virtue of Article III of the Treaty of Santiago de Chile 
-of May 3, 1923, shall be bound to exercise conciliatory func
tions, either on their o'vn motion 'v hen it appears that there 
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is a prospect of disturbance of peaceful relations, or at the 
request of a Party to the dispute, until the Commission re
ferred to in the preceding article is organ~zed. 

ARTICLE IV 

The conciliatory functions of the Con11nission described in 
Article II shall be exercised on the occasions hereinafter 
set forth: 

( 1) The Com1nission shall be at liberty to begin its work 
with an effort to conciliate the differences submitted to its 
examination 'vith a Yie" .. to arriving at a settlement between 
the Parties. 

(2) Likewise the same Commission shall be at liberty to 
endeavor to conciliate the Parties at any time 'vhich in the 
opinion of the Co1nn1ission may be considered to be favor
able in the course of the investigation and 'vithin the period 
of tin1e fixed therefor in Article V of the Treaty of Santiago 
de Chile of ~1:ay 3, 1923. · 

(3) Finally, the Conunission shall be bound to carry out 
its conciliatory function 'vithin the period of six months 
"T hich is referred to in Article VII of the Treaty of Santiago 
de Chile of ~Iay 3, 1923. 

The Parties to the controYersy may, ho,reYer, extend this 
time, if they so agree and notify the Com1nission in due 
time. 

ARTICLE V 

The present convention does not preclude the High Con
tracting Parties, or one or more of then1, from tendering 
their good offices or their mediation, jointly or severally, on 
their own motion or at the request of one or more of the 
Parties to the controversy; but the High Contracting Par
ties agree not to make use of those means of pacific settle
ment from the moment that the Con1mission described in 
Article II is organized until the final act referred to in 
Article XI of this convention is signed. 

ARTICLE VI 

'fhe function of the Commission, as an organ of concilia
tion, in all cases specified in Article II of this convention,. 
is to procure the conciliation of the differences subject to its 
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examination by endeavoring to effect a settlement bet,veen 
the Parties. 

vVhen the Commission finds itself to be \Yithin the case 
foreseen in paragraph 3 of Article IV of this convention, 
it shall undertake a conscientious and impartial examination 
of the questions \vhich are the subject of the controversy, 
shall set forth in a report the results of its proceedings, and 
shall propose to the Parties the bases of a settlement for the 
equitable solution of the controversy. 

ARTICLE YII 

Except \vhen the Parties agree other\vise, the decisions 
and recommendations of any Commission of Conciliation 
shall be made by a majority vote. 

ARTICLE VIII 

The Comtnission described in Article 2 of this convention 
shall establish its rules of procedure. In the absence of 
agreen1ent to the contrary, the procedure indicated in Ar
ticle IV of the Treaty of Santiago de Chile of May 3, 1923, 
shall be follo\ved. 

Each party shall bear its o\vn expenses and a propor
tionate share of the general expenses of the Comn1ission. 

ARTICLE IX 

The report and the recommendations of the Con11nission, 
insofar as it may be acting as an organ of conciliation, shall 
not have the character of a decision nor an arbitral award, 
and shall not be binding on the Parties either as regards the 
exposition or interpretation of the facts or as regards 
questions of la,v. 

ARTICLE X 

As soon as possible after the tertnination of its labors 
the Commission shall transmit to the Parties a certified copy 
of the report and of the bases of settlement which it may 
propose. 

The Commission in transmitting the report and the 
recommendations to the Parties shall fix a period of ti1ne~ 
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'vhich shall not exceed six months, within which the 
Parties shall pass upon the bases of settlement above re
ferred to. 

ARTICLE XI 

Once the period of ti1ne fixed by the Com1nission for 
the Parties to make their decisions has expired, the Com
mission shall set forth in a final act the decision of the 
Parties, and if the conciliation has been effected, the terms 
of the settlement. 

ARTICLE XII 

rrhe obligations set forth in the second sentence of the 
first paragraph of Article I of the Treaty of Santiago 
de Chile of ~fay 3, 1923, shall extend to the time when the 
final act referred to in the preceding article is signed. 

ARTICLE XIII 

Once the procedure of conciliation is under 'vay it shall 
be interrupted only by a direct settlement bet,veen the 
Parties or by their agreement to accept absolutely the de
cision eOJ aequo et bono of an American Chief of State or 
to submit the controversy to arbitration or to an interna
tional court. 

ARTICLE XIV 

"\Vhenever for any reason the Treaty of Santiago de 
Chile of ~fay 3,. 1923, does not apply, the Commission re
ferred to in Article II of this convention shall be organ
ized to the end that it may exercise the conciliatory func
tions stipulated in this convention; the Commisison shall 
be organized in the same manner as that prescribed In 
Article IV of said treaty. 

In such cases, the Commission thus organized shall be 
governed in its operation by the provisions, relative to 
conciliation, of this convention. 

ARTICLE XV 

rrhe provisions of the preceding article shall also apply 
'vith regard to the Permanent Commissions constituted by 
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the aforementioned Treaty of Santiago de Chile, to the 
end that said Conunissions may exercise the conciliatory 
functions prescribed in Article III of this convention. 

ARTICLE XVI 

'fhe present convention shall be ratified by the H igh 
Contracting Parties in conformity with their respective 
constitutional procedures, provided that they have pre
viously ratified the Treaty of Santiago, Chile, of ]\fay 3, 
1923. 

The original convention and the instruments of ratifica
tion shall be deposited in the Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
of the Republic of Chile which shall give notice of the 
ratifications through diplomatic channels to the other signa
tory Governments and the convention shall enter into ef
fect for the High Contracting Parties in the order that they 
deposit their ratifications. 

'fhis convention shall remain in force indefinitely, but 
it may be denounced by means of notice given one year 
in advance at the expiration of 'vhich it shall cease to be 
in force as regards the Party denouncing the same, but 
shall remain in force as regard the other signatories. 
Notice of the denunciation shall be addressed to the 1\1in
istry for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Chile which 
will transmit it for appropriate action to the other signatory 
Governments. 

Any American State not a signatory of this convention 
may adhere to the same by transmitting the official instru
ment setting forth such adherence, to the l\1inistry for For
eign Affairs of the Republic of Chile which will notify the 
other High Contracting Parties thereof in the manner here
tofore mentioned. 

In witness whereof the aboved mentioned Plenipoten
tiaries have signed this convention in English, Spanish, 
Portugese, and French and hereunto affix their resnective 
seals. 

Done at the city of Washington, on this fifth day of 
January 1929. 


