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APPENDIX II 

CONVENTION CONCERNING THE RIGHTS AND 
DUTIES OF STATES IN THE EVENT OF CIVIL 
STRIFE 

The Govern1uents of the Republics represented at the 
Sixth International Conference of An1erican States, 
held in the city of Habana, Republic of Cuba, in the 
year 1928, desirous of reaching an agree1nent as to the 
duties and rights of states in the event of civil strife, 
have appointed the following plenipotentiaries: 

[Here follo'v the na1nes of the plenipotentiaries.] 
'Vho, after exchanging their respective full po,vers, 

'vhich "rere found to be in good and due for1n, have 
.agreed upon the follow·ing: 

ARTICLE 1 

The contracting states bind then1selves to observe the 
follo,ving rules 'vith regard to civil strife in another one 
of then1: 

1. To use all1neans at their disposal to prevent the in
habitants of their territory, nationals or aliens, fron1 
participating in, gathering ele1nents, crossing the bound
ary or sailing from their territory for the purpose of 
.starting or pro1noting ci vii strife. 

2. To disarn1 and. intern every rebel force crossing 
their boundaries, the expenses of internn1ent to be borne 
by the state 'vhere public order 1nay have been disturbed. 
The arn1s found in the hands of the rebels 1nay be 
seized and 'Yithdra,vn by the government of the coun
try granting asyhun, to be returned, once the struggle 
has ended, to the state in civil strife. 

3. To forbid the traffic in arn1s and w·ar materiat ex
cept " ... hen intended for the governn1ent. 'Yhile the bel
ligerency of the rebels has not been recognized, in 'vhich 
latter case the rules of neutrality shall be applied. 

4. To prevent that within their jurisdiction there be 
-€quipped, ar1ned or adapted for 'varlike purposes any 
·vessel intended to operate in favor of the rebellion. 
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.A.RTICLE 2 

'fhe declaration of piracy against vessels \vhich have 
risen in ar1ns, e1nanating fro1n a governn1ent, is not 
binding upon the other states. 

'fhe state that may be injured by depredations origi
nating from insurgent vessels is entitled to adopt the 
:following punitive measures against then1: Should the 
authors of the da1nages be \Yarships, it may capture and 
return them to the govern1nent of the state to which 
they belong, for their trial; should the damage origi
nate \Yith Inerchanbnen, the injured state 1nay capture 
and subject then1 to the appropriate penal la,vs. 

The insurgent vessel, whether a \Yarship or a Iner
chanhnan, which flies the flag of a foreign country to 
.shield its actions, may also be captured and tried by the 
state of said flag. 

ARTICLE 3 

The insurgent vessel, whether a \Varship or a mer
chantman, equipped by the rebels, which arrives at a 
:foreign country or seeks refuge therein, shall be deli v
ered by the government of the latter to the constituted 
government of the state in civil strife, and the me1nbers 
of the cre·w shall be considered as political refugees. 

ARTICLE 4 

The present convention does not affect obligations 
previously undertaken by the contracting parties 
through international agreement~. 

ARTICLE 5 

After being signed, the present convention shall be 
subn1itted to the ratification of the signatory states. The 
Governn1ent of Cuba is charged \Yith trans1nitting au
thentic certified copies to the goYernn1Pnts for the afore
Inentioned purpose of ratification. The instrtnnent of 
ratification shall be deposited in the archives of the Pan 
A1nerican lJ nion in ''r ashington, the l .... nion to notify 
the si una tory governments of said deposit. Such notifi
eation0 shall be considered as an exchange of ratifica
tions. This convention shall remain open to the ad
herence of non-signatory states. 
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In witness 'vhereof the a£orena1ned plenipotentiaries 
sign the present convention in Spanish, English, French, 
and Portuguese, in the· city o£ Habana, the 20th day o£ 
February, 1928. 

[Ratification of the United States deposited 'vith Pan 
.... L\..merican Union 1\tlay 21, 1930; proclaimed by the Presi
dent o£ the United States, Jnne 6 1930.] 


