
International Law Studies – Volume 34 

International Law Situations with Solutions and Notes 

U.S. Naval War College (Editor) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The thoughts and opinions expressed are those of the authors and not necessarily of the U.S. 

government, the U.S. Department of the Navy or the Naval War College.  



APPENDIX IV 

~SECTION IX. SPECIAL PROVISIOXS REGARDI~G ITALY AND 

ETHIOPIA 

The President on October 5, 1935, issued a proclama­
tion as follo·w·s : 

" BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UXITED STATES OF AMERICA 

~'A PROCLA::\IATIOX 

"'Vhereas section 1 of a joint resolution of Congress, 
entitled ' Joint resolution providing for the prohibition 
of the export of arms, an11nunition, and implements of 
""'ar to belligerent countries; the prohibition of the trans­
portation of arms, an11nunition, and in1plements of "\\a.r 
by vessels of the United States for the use of belligerent 
states; for the registration and licensing of persons en­
gaged in the business of Inanufacturing, exporting, or 
importing ar1ns, a1nn1unition, or in1plements of 1\7.ar; and 
restricting travel by An1erican citizens on belligerent 
ships during "\Var ', a pproYed August 31, 1935, provides 
in part as follows : 

'" ' That upon the outbreak or during the progress of 
"\var bet,veen, or an1ong, t" .. o or n1ore foreign states, the 
President shall proclaim such fact, and it shall there­
after be unla,vful to export arn1s, an11nunition, or imple­
ments of ''ar from any place in the United States, or pos­
-sessions of the United States, to any port of such bellig­
erent statBs. or to any neutral port for transshipment to, 
or for the use of. a belligerent country '; 

"1\.nd " rhereas it is further proYidecl bv section 1 of 
the said joint resolution that- .. 

"' I'he President, by procla1nation~ shall definitely enu­
merate the ar1ns, an1n1unitions, or in1plen1ents of "\Var, 
the export of "\Yhich is prohibited by this act.' 

"1\..nd whereas it is further provided by section 1 of 
the said joint resolution that- .. 
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" '''ThoeYer in Yiolntion of any of the proYISions o:f 
this section, shall export, or atte1npt to export, or cause 
to be exported, ar1ns, a1nn1nnition, or in1ple1nents o:f 'var· 
fro1n the United States, or any o:f its possessions. shall 
be fined not more than $10,000 or i1nprisoned not 1nore· 
than five years, or both, and the property, vessel, or 
vehicle containing the Saine shall be subject to the pro­
visions of sections 1 to 8, inclusive, title 6, chapter 30, 
of the act approved June 15, 1917 ( 40 Stat. 223-225; 
lJ. S. C., title 22,. sees. 238-245).' 

"Now, therefore, I, Franklin D. Roosevelt, President 
of the United States of An1erica, acting under and by 
virtue of the authority conferred on Ine by the said joint 
resolution of Congress, do hereby proclaim that a state 
of 'var unhappily exists between Ethiopia and the J(ing­
dom of Italy; and I do hereby admonish all citizens of 
the Vnited States or any o:f its possessions and all per­
sons residing or being 'vithin the territory or jurisdic­
tion of the United States or its possessions to abstain 
from every violation of the provisions o£ the joint reso­
lution above set forth, hereby 1nade effective and appli­
cable to the export of arn1s, am1nunition, or i1nplements 
of 'var from any place in the United States or its posses­
sions to Ethiopia or to the J(ingdonl of Italy, or to any 
Italian possession, or to any neutral port for transship­
ment to, or for the use of, Ethiopia or the l(ingclonl of 
Italy. 

".A.nd I do hereby declare and proclaim that the arti­
cles listed below shall be considered arms, ammunition, 
and in1plements of war for the purposes of section 1 of 
the said joint -resolution of Congress : 

[Here follo,vs the enu1neration o£ articles as jn the 
proclamation printed in section II, above.] 

"And I do hereby enjoin upon all officers o:f the "Gnitell 
States. charged ,vith the execution of the ]a,Ys thereof, the 
utmost diligence in preventing violations of the said 
joint resolution, and this n1y procla1nation issued there­
under, and in bringing to trial and punislunent any 
offenders against the same. 

"And I do hereby delegate to the Secretary of State 
the po,ver of prescribing regulations £or the enforce­
ment of section 1 o£ the said joint resolution of .A.ugust 
?1, 1935, as made effective by this n1y procla1nation 
Issued thereunder. 
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" In witness whereof, I have hereunto set n1y hand and 
·caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 

"Done at the city of Washington this fifth day of 
··October in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
thirty-five, and of the Independence of the United States 
·of America the one hundred and sixtieth. 

" [SEAL] FRANKLIN D. RoosEVELT. 

" By the President: 
" CoRDELL HuLL, 

"Searetary of State." 

No export licenses will be issued for shipments des­
tined to Ethiopia or Italy or any Italian possession of 
.:any of the arms, ammunition, or implements of 'var 
enumerated in the President's procla1nation of October 
5th, 1935. 

In virtue of the power delegated to the Secretary of 
State to prescribe regulations for the enforcement of 
section 1 of the joint resolution of August 31, 1935, and 
of the President's proclamation issued thereunder, the 
Secretary of State may require exporters of any of the 
arms, ammunition, or implements of war enumerated in 
the President's proclamation to present convincing evi­
dence that they are not destined to Ethiopia, Italy, or 
Italian possessions and may refuse to issue an export 
license for the same until such convincing evidence has 
been presented to him. 


