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however, that the making of the Treaty shall not be deemed to be an
assent on the part of the United States of America to the mandates
and shall not preclude agreements between the United States of
America and the Mandatory Powers respectively in relation to the
mandated islands.

“9. That the controversies to which the second paragraph of
Article I of the Four Power Treaty relating to Pacific Possessions
refers shall not be taken to embrace questions which according to
principles of international law lie exclusively within the domestic
jurisdiction of the respective Powers.”

The instruments of ratification produced, having been found upon
examination to be in due form, are entrusted to the Government of
the United States of America to be deposited in the archives of the
Department of State.

In Witness Whereof, the present procés-verbal, of which a certified
copy will be sent by the Government of the United States of America
to each one of the Powers signatory to the said Treaty, is signed.

Done at Washington, August 17, 1923, at 12 o’clock.

For the United States of America:
i CuarLes Evans HueHEs [SEAL]
For the British Empire:

H. G. CaiLToN [sEAL]
For France:

ANDRE DE LABOULAYE [seaL]
For Japan:

M. HaNIHARA [searL]

NICARAGUAN CANAL ROUTE

CONVENTION BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND NICARAGUA '—
NICARAGUAN CANAL ROUTE

[Signed at Washington, August 5, 1914 ; ratification advised by the Senate, with amend-
ments, February 18, 1916 ; ratified by the President, June 19, 1916 ; ratified by Nica-
ragua, April 13, 1916; ratifications exchanged at Washington, June 22, 1916; pro-
claimed, June 24, 1916]

By THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF A MERICA
A PROCLAMATION

Whereas a Convention between the United States of America and
the Republic of Nicaragua granting to the United States the exclu-
sive proprietary rights for the construction and operation of an
interoceanic canal by a Nicaraguan route, the lease of certain islands,
and the right to establish a naval base on the Gulf of Fonseca, was

7 'Treaty Series, No. 624.
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concluded and signed by their respective Plenipotentiaries at Wash-
ington, on the fifth day of August, one thousand nine hundred and
fourteen, the original of which Convention, being in the English
and Spanish languages is, as amended by the Senate of the United
States, word for word as follows:

The Government of the United States of America and the Gov-
ernment of Nicaragua being animated by the desire to strengthen
their ancient and cordial friendship by the most sincere coopera-
tion for all purposes of their mutual advantage and interest and to
provide for the possible future construction of an interoceanic ship
canal by way of the San Juan River and the great Lake of Nica-
ragua, or by any route over Nicaraguan territory, whenever the
construction of such canal shall be deemed by the Government of
the United States conducive to the interests of both countries, and
the Government of Nicaragua wishing to facilitate in every way
possible the successful maintenance and operation of the Panama
Canal, the two Governments have resolved to conclude a Convention
to these ends, and have accordingly appointed as their plenipotenti-
aries:

The President of the United States, the Honorable William Jen-
nings Bryan, Secretary of State; and

The President of Nicaragua, Sefior General Don Emiliano
Chamorro, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of
Nicaragua to the United States;

Who, having exhibited to each other their respective full powers,
found to be in good and due form, have agreed upon and concluded
the following articles:

ArricLe I

The Government of Nicaragua grants in perpetuity to the Gov-
ernment of the United States, forever free from all taxation or other
public charge, the exclusive proprietary rights necessary and con-
venient for the construction, operation and maintenance of an inter-
oceanic canal by way of the San Juan River and the great Lake of
Nicaragua or by way of any route over Nicaraguan territory, the de-
tails of the terms upon which such canal shall be constructed, oper-
ated and maintained to besagreed to by the two governments when-
ever the Government of the United States shall notify the Govern-
ment of Nicaragua of its desire or intention to construct such canal.

Articre 11

To enable the Government of the United States to protect the
Panama Canal and the proprietary rights granted to the Govern-
ment of the United States by the foregoing article, and also to enable
the Government of the United States to take any measure necessary
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to the ends contemplated herein, the Government of Nicaragua
hereby leases for a term of ninety-nine years to the Government of
the United States the islands in the Caribbean Sea known as Great
Corn Island and Little Corn Island; and the Government of Nica-
ragua further grants to the Government of the United States for a
like period of ninety-nine years the right to establish, operate and
maintain a naval base at such place on the territory of Nicaragua
bordering upon the Gulf of Fonseca as the Government of the
United States may select. The Government of the United States
shall have the option of renewing for a further term of ninety-nine
years the above leases and grants upon the expiration of their re-
spective terms, it being expressly agreed that the territory hereby
leased and the naval base which may be maintained under the grant
aforesaid shall be subject exclusively to the laws and sovereign au-
thority of the United States during the terms of such lease and
grant and of any renewal or renewals thereof.

Articie I11

In consideration of the foregoing stipulations and for the purposes
contemplated by this Convention and for the purpose of reducing the
present indebtedness of Nicaragua, the Government of the United
States shall, upon the date of the exchange of ratification of this
Convention, pay for the benefit of the Republic of Nicaragua the
sum of three million dollars United States gold coin, of the present
weight and fineness, to be deposited to the order of the Government
of Nicaragua in such bank or banks or with such banking corpora-
tion as the Government of the United States may determine, to be
applied by Nicaragua upon its indebtedness or other public purposes
for the advancement of the welfare of Nicaragua in a manner to be
determined by the two High Contracting Parties, all such disburse-
ments to be made by orders drawn by the Minister of Finance of the
Republic of Nicaragua and approved by the Secretary of State of the
United States or by such person as he may designate.

ArticLE IV

This Convention shall be ratified by the High Contracting Parties
in accordance with their respective laws, and the ratifications thereof
shall be exchanged at Washington as soon as possible.

In witness whereof the respective plenipotentiaries have signed
the present treaty and have affixed thereunto their seals.

Done at Washington, in duplicate, in the English and Spanish
languages, on the 5th day of August, in the year nineteen hundred
and fourteen. '

Wirrtas JENNINGS BRYAN [SEAL.]
Enxiriaxo CHAMORRO [SEAL.]
57920—26——4
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And whereas, the advice and consent of the Senate of the United
States to the ratification of the said Convention was given with the
following proviso: “Provided, That, whereas, Costa Rica, Salvador
and Honduras have protested against the ratification of the said
Convention in the fear or belief that said Convention might in some
respect impair existing rights of said States; therefore, it is declared
by the Senate that in advising and consenting to the ratification of
the said Convention as amended such advice and consent are given
with the understanding, to be expressed as a part of the instrument
of ratification, that nothing in said Convention is intended to affect
any existing right of any of the said named States;”

And whereas, the said understanding has been accepted by the
(Government of Nicaragua;

And whereas, the said Convention, as amended by the Senate of
the United States, has been duly ratified on both parts, and the rati-
fications of the two governments were exchanged in the City of
Washington, on the twenty-second day of June, one thousand nine
hundred and sixteen;

Now, therefore, be it known that I, Woodrow Wilson, President
of the United States of America, have caused the said Convention,
as amended, and the said understanding to be made public, to the
end that the same and every article and clause thereof may be ob-
served and fulfilled with good faith by the United States and the
citizens thereof.

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused
the seal of the United States to be affixed.

Done at the City of Washington this twenty-fourth of June in the
year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and sixteen, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the one hundred and
fortieth.

[sEAL.] ‘Woobrow WILSON

By the President:

RoserT LANSING,
Secretary of State.
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