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GG LVeutrality l\r ote, Salvador. 

SALVADOR. 

Note explaining attitude of neutrality, Decmnber 4, 1914. 

[Libro Rosado de El Salvador, Ano. VI, Nos. X, XI y XII, Octobre­
Noviembre-Diciembre, 1914, pp. 77-78.] 

SAN SALVADon, 4th of December, 1914. 
l\IR. l\frNISTER: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of Your 

Excellency's courteous note, dated the first of this n1onth, in 
which, acting on instructions frmn the Departlnent of State in 
"rashington, you ask rne to deliver to the legation under the 
worthy direction of Your Excellency, a complete collection of all 
public docu1nents, decrees, procla1na tions. cleclara tions, and orders 
relative to the present European war which have been issued by 
the Governn1ent of this Republic. 

In answer I wish to stn te to Your J~xcellency that 1ny Govern­
Inent has not issued any publication, proclarnation, declaration, or 
decrees whateYer regarding the European conflict. Its action has 
been lilnited to giving instructions to the n1arithne officials of our 
ports in order that they n1ay 1naintain the greatest vigilance in 
regard to the use of stations of wireless telegraphy by belligerent 
vessels cmning into its waters. 

Besides this, 1ny Govern1nent has 1nerely addressed to its diplo­
Inatic representative ilccredited to the Department of State in 
Washington a note dated November 16th last, in reply to the 
inquiry made to this Govern1uent through the agency of the De­
partment, by Count von Bernstorff, A1nbassador of Germany near 
Your Excellency's Governn1ent, to the effect that there be laid 
before hiln a copy of the procla1nation of neutrality by Salvador 
in the European conflict. In this note of reply this chancery 
indicated the following to its diplmnatic representative in 'Vash­
ington, in order that thus he should bring it to the knowledge of 
the Ambassador of Germany and of any other legation of the 
neutral or belligerent countries which might interrogate him in 
regard to the same question: . 

"The use of procla1nations of neutrality was introduced when 
international law had not as yet determined with precision the 
principles by \vhich the rights and obligations that a state of 
war creates between neutrals and belligerents \vere to be gov­
erned. Since then it has been observed in cases where a neutral 
had either a very active com1nerce with the belligerents or 
frontiers in common with the1n; or in case;:; \Vhere warlike sup­
plies may be furnished or \vhen a neutral owned a commercial 
fleet which might be affected in its com1nunication with belliger­
ents. Our country does not find itself in any of these situations 
in the present \Var; and as the state of neutrality and the rela­
tions which it establishes are legal conditions \Vhich arise fron1 
the war itself and frmn the international principles by which it 
is regulated, Salvador, by its neutral character, is obligetl 
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strictly to observe these principles of neutrality, principles \Vhich 
this country does not need to promulgate in the fonn of a procla­
mation; all such principles are a1nply expounded in the fourteen 
diploma tic conventions subscribed to in the Second Conference 
of The Hague in 1907 and in the Naval Convention of London, 
the 2Gth of February, 1909. Consequently Salvador's line of 
conduct as a neutral country is clearly marked out in the above­
Inentioned treaties of The Hague and in the Convention of Lon­
don. For this reason you will please convey to His Excellency 
the· Ambassador of Germany, and to whatever other diplomatic 
ngent should ask information of you on this subject, that the 
Government of Saln1dor has decided to preserve intact the prin­
ciples and rules of the above-1nentioned treaties, in conformity 
with its character as a neutral country, in the present European 
conflict, though it has not thought necessary to 1nake a proclalna­
tion expressly to this effect." 

I take this occasion to convey to Your Excellency the expres­
sion of 1ny highest and 1nost distinguished consi<1eration. 

FRANCISCO l\IAI!TINEZ S. 
To His Excellency the IIonorable Boaz \V. Long, l\Iinister 

Plenipotentiary of the United States of North A1nerica. 

SIAM. 

Declaration of neutrality, August 6, 1914. 

Ry conunand of His l\Iajesty the King l\Iaha Vajiravudh Phra 
l\fongkut !Gao. 

To all to whom these presents shall come, know ye: 
\Vhereas the III Convention of The Hague, 18th October, 1907, 

relative to the 011ening of hostilities, article 2 says: "The exist­
ence of the state of wnr n1nst be notified to the neutral powers 
without delay. and ~hall not take effect in regard to thmn liDtil 
after the recei11t of the notification, which 1nay, however, be given 
b:r telegt·aph. i\eutral powers, nevertheless. can not rely on the 
nh~ence of notification if it is clearly established that they were 
in fact aware of the existence of a state of \Var; " and 

\Vhereas a state of war now exists in Austria-Hungary, France, 
Gennany, Great Britain, Russin, and Servia; and 

'Vhereas we are happily at peace and on tern1s of friendship 
with each of these sovereigns and chiefs of state and with their 
respective subjects and the inhabitants of their respective <lmnin­
ions; and 

\Vhereas we desire that our subjects shall continue to enjoy, 
and shall be secured in the enjoyment of, the infinite blessings of 
11eace; to which end we are determined to 1naintain a strict and 
ilnpartial neutrality in the state of war above lllentioned; 

Now, therefore, we do issue this our royal procla1nation, and 
we do hereby order and command all our subjects to observe 


