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60 Neutrality Declaration, [taly.

Note of the minister of foreign affairs on the maintcnance of
neutrality, December 3, 191}.

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAILRS,
Tegucigalpa, Dccember 3, 1914,

Mgz. MiNisTER: Replying to your excellency’s note dated the 1st
of this month, in which you ask for information concerning any
documents, decrees, proclamations, or declarations of orders
which may have been issued by this Government in connection
with the European war, I have the honor to remit to your excel-
lency a copy of the executive decree dated October 5, this year,
in which the neutrality of Honduras is declared in the European
conflict and in which the national authorities are ordered to
observe and cause to be observed the principles and rules con-
cerning the rights and duties of neutral powers and individuals in
case of war by land and cea, as established by the Hague Con-
ventions of October 18, 1907.

For the strict observance of this decree, the text of the articles
of the Hague Convention have been sent to the minister of war
and navy in order that he in turn may transmit them to the
military authorities of the ports of this Republic.

My Government, although it has not signed the Hague Con-
ventions, believes that there is no reason why it should not adopt
the rules laid down in them covering the principles of neutrality
as established by international law,

I avail myself of this opportunity to repeat to your excellency
the assurances of my distinguished consideration.

MARTANO VASQUEZ.

His Excellency JouN EWING,

Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary,
of the United States of America.

ITALY.
Declaration of neutrality, August 3. 191).
[Gazzetta Officiale 4 Agosto, n. 185 (1914).]

Certain. powers of Europe being in a state of war while Italy
is in a state of peace with all the belligerent powers, the Govern-
ment of the King and the citizens and subjects of the Kingdom
are under the obligation of observing the duties of neutrality
according to the laws in force and the principles of international
law.

Whoever violates these duties will undergo the consequences of
his’ own act and will incur, according to the circumstances, the
penalties declared by the laws.

RoME, August 3, 191}4.



