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has not attempted to write another bi-
ography of Nelson, nor has he indulged
in hagiography. Nelson’s few faults as a
commander are illustrated and his main
human failings {vanity and an unscru-
pulous disregard for the sanctity of
marriage) are also discussed; given the
focus of this work, the author could
casily have ignored them. In his sub-
ject’s defense, Tracy argues that the
traumatic head wound that Nelson re-
ceived at the Battle of the Nile may have
rendered him more susceptible to the
seductive charms of Lady Hamilton.

Fortunately, Nelson's lapses in judg-
ment were usually confined to the con-
duct of his personal life ashote and not his
commands at sea. In the end, his vanity
may have contributed to his death aboard
the Vicory—but when he was fatally
wounded, the outcoine of the Battle of
Trafalgar was no longer in doubt. Tracy
is undoubtedly correct when he alleges
that because the Royal Navy has tended
to emphasize the wrong aspects of Nel-
son’s tactics and strategy, it has failed to
appreciate the strength of his humanity,
his leadership style, and the tactical free-
dom that he always sought and freely
granted to his subordinates.

Overall, this is a well written and
carefully researched study of the man
and of the weapons, tactics, and straregy
that contributed to the defeat of Napo-
leon’s forces at sea. It offers insight into
the successes and failures of the Royal
Navy since the eighteenth century.
There are many modern commanders
who may still have something to leamn
from Nelson’s example of the true es-
sence of leadership. Therefore this will
be a welcome addition to their library
and of naval historians. It clearly shows

that the ditectors of Chatham have lost
none of their “Conway touch.”

PETER. K. H. MISPELKAMP
Pointe Claire, Q.C.

Hough, Richard. Captain James Cook:
A Biography. New York: W.W,
Norton, 1995. 327pp. $29.95

What always amazes me about Richard

Hough is the number of books, both

fiction and nonfiction, that he has writ-

ten over the years about seagoing figures
and maritime tales—keeping in mind

that he served, not in the navy, butas a

fighter pilot in the Royal Air Force

during World War II.

This work is unlike his 1979 book
about Cook’s last voyage; it is more
scholarly, with a less colorful narrative.
Hugh begins his tale with a glimpse into
the life of the newly commissioned lieu-
tenant aboard HMS Endeavour, who in
1768 was given sealed orders to conduct
celestial observations, discover an un-
known continent, survey coastlines,
study the people, examine the botany,
and, with the support of the natives,
colonize the land in the name of King
George II1. This was James Cook’s first
command.

Twenty-eight chapters trace the
naval career of Captain James Cook.
Through tireless research and analysis of
archives, logs, and records from London
to Tasinania, Hough brings ro life one
of the greatest navigators ever to exist.
He reviews Cook’s journey from a small
Yorkshire town through three global
circumnavigations. Hough begins with
Cook’s early infatuation with the sea.
He joined a merchant shipping family
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and in nine years reached the level of
mate. However, discontented with sail-
ing the English Channel, North Sea,
Irish Sea, and the Baltic, Cook dreamned
of exploring more distant shores and
believed that the Royal Navy could
satisfy his craving for discovery. In a
harsh navy of'sail and something akin to
indentured servitude, Cook’s maritime
skills quickly surfaced and enabled him
to become master’s mate in two years.
He served first aboard HMS Eagle, tak-
ing part in the capture of Quebec in
1759. Upon his return to England, he
was given a warrant and appointed sur-
veyor of Newfoundland in 1763. It was
here that he became known for his
passion for surveying and drafting
charts.

Cook circumnavigated the world,
completing accurate charts of New-
foundland, the South Pacific istands, Ant-
arctica, the west coast of North America,
and New Zealand. His work would serve
navigators for decades. Hough has in-
cluded fourteen maps and charts, a few of
which illustrate Cook’s own surveys of
the Pacific islands and Newfoundland.
There are also twenty-five illustrations
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that introduce the reader to those who
influenced Cook and his expeditions.
Cook’s crowning achievement was
the discovery of a totally unknown area,
the east coast of Australia. Hough also
describes a crew in awe of what they see
as they cross the Antarctic Circle and
come face to face with icebergs of a size
they could never have imagined. An-
other subject is Cook's attention to his
men’s health; he forced them, under the
threat of the lash, to consuine sauerkraut
and scurvygrass to prevent the dreaded
scurvy. On Cook’s second voyage he
carried with him a newly developed
chronometer, which allowed him to
figure longitudes, which had always
been a mystery., Captain James Cook
met his fate at Kealakekua Bay in Ha-
waii at the hands of natives who had
come to resent the English presence,
Richard Hough weaves a masterful
tale of the famous Captain Cook. It is a
heavily documented study that I recom-
mend to those with a great interest in the
life and times of Captain James Cook.

Y .H. ABOUL-ENEIN
Licutenant, Medical Service Corps
United States Naval Rescrve

A Note to Subscribers

To maintain our Periodicals (formerly Second-Class) postage privilege, we must
periodically validate our circulation list. If the Review comes to you in your personal rather
than official capacity and if you wish to continue to teceive the Review, then you must
confirm your subscription by 29 August 1997. Our last (Spring 1997) issue enclosed a
tearout renewal card; if you have not returned it and the above applies to you, please send
it to us (attaching postage). If you would like to renew but do not have a Spring 1997
issue handy, simply write, fax, or e-mail us to that effect, confirming your address as well,
See the last page of this issue for our addresses. We will be grateful if, in this matter, you
refrain from telephoning; your written renewal helps us very much. Thank you.

https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/nwc-review/vol50/iss3/47



	Naval War College Review
	1997

	Captain James Cook : A Biography,
	Y.H Aboul-Enein
	Recommended Citation


	tmp.1524230621.pdf.EoyFi

