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volume of SAFRA is that “Russian
planners seem increasingly persuaded
that a future war will be fought by
sophisticated conventional weapons
on a high-tech, electronic battlefield."”
In an excellent introductory sur-
vey of ““The Soviet Military Year in
Review, 1984-1985," Mr. Jones—the
director of Dalhousie University,
Halifax, Canada—argues that, as the
Soviet Union enters the late 1980s
with a new political leadership and a
revamped military command, from
Moscow’s point of view, “'the inter-
national situation is hardly reassur-
ing." The Reagan administration’s
insistence on continuing with the
development of SDI, postponement
of U.S.-U.S.S.R. naval talks on inci-
dents at sea, the Afghan involvement
and many other problems will limit
severely the extent to which Secre-
tary Gorbachev can restrain future
Soviet military investment.
Subsequent essays by a diversified
group of authors discuss Soviet stra-
tegic rocket, ground and air defense;
air and navy forces; as well as the
Soviet economy and space program.
SAFRA provides detailed insights
into Soviet military capabilities, and
thus is a valuable contribution to
Western studies on Soviet military
affairs. Assorted tables, maps, and
figures are interspersed throughout
the book. Chapter endnotes and a
sixteen-page bibliography of articles
and books on Soviet military and
strategic issues, 1984-1985, serve as
invaluable reference aids.
This book is highly recommeuded
for the specialist and professional
military. It will prove to be an asset

to the serious student’s collection of
books on the Soviet Union.

JAMES B. MOTLEY
McLean, Virginia

Silverstone, Paul H. Directory of the
World’s Capital Ships. New York:
Hippocrene Books, 1984, 496pp.
$70

Jordan, John. An Hlustrated Guide to
Battleships and Battlecruisers. New
York: ARCO Publishing, Inc.,
1984. 151pp. $9.95
Everyone is publishing something

on capital ships these days and these
two books, Capital Ships and Battle-
ships and Battlecruisers, represent two
very different approaches—one schol-
arly, the other popular. The former is
written by Paul Silverstone, a name
well known to anyone who follows
naval affairs. Mr. Silverstone deliber-
ately takes a very broad definition of
“capital ship,” one which includes
not only battleships and bactle
cruisers but armored cruisers and
aircraft carriers. Such is for all the
navies of the world since the introduc-
tion of steel ships around the middle
of the nineteenth century. His infor-
mation and photographs include
many from foreign sources.

As a thorough reference book,
Capital Ships first presents class details
by country in rough chronological
order. This section contains the spe-
cific physical characteristics of each
class with limited notes dealing with
the designer and the characteristics
of the design. Each ship within each

Published by U.S. Naval War College Digital Commons, 1987 1



132 Naval Warl&mllélfdéq%lggf&yiew, Vol. 40 [1987], No. 2, Art. 31

country is then described primarily
by its operational history. Included is
an item called ““Nomenclature” that
cxplains the meaning of cach ship’s
name. While never scen before, it is
most useful. The building yard for
cach ship is noted, and as expected,
most have long since gone. Qver
1,000 ships from 20 countrics repre-
senting 500 classes are covered, also
included are 600 photographs, many
of them first-timers, particularly for
Amecricans.

This is an excellent, detailed ref-
erence which includes such things as
the Civil War monitors, and the
Admiral Popov, Russia’s perfectly
round ship of the late 1800s. How-
ever, morc recent Soviet construction
gives the author trouble as he reports
that the second ship of the latest Kirow
class is the Maxsim Gorki—it happens
to be tl’lc Frunz. Yet, by and large, the
statistics presented are accurate.

At the price, this volume will not
be a big seller. But for those inter-
ested in capital ships of the past 130
years, it is worth the coin, particu-
larly if it can ever be found on sale.
Paul Silverstone is to be commended
for the substantial effort that went
into this single sourcc volume.

Battleships and Battlecruisers, on the
other hand, is a flashier presentation
of just those two types developed
from the HMS Dreadnought of 1906.
However, the criterion for entry and
description is a given ship’s existence
during World War Il. This British-
developed publication makes exten-
sive use of artwork prepared at other
times for other publications. The
Yamato plan and profile, for example,

are very familiar. These are as-
sembled here very effectively with
an array of good photographs, gener-
ally a bit small, although that pur-
ported to be of the Nevada is actually
the heavy cruiser Minneapolis.

The basic approach is to describe
cach class chronologically, starting
with the oldest within cach country.
The *Development’ comments are
excellent, very readable entries that
cover cach class’ operational and
design history. They approach being
professional level summaries and
Jordan is to be conunended. All of
this comes in a very compact book
whicli is almost pocket-size and the
price is right, The book is anc of an
extensive serics of military guides
covering all forms of warfare, cach
of which is the same compact-size.
Despite its “for the masses’™ ap-
proach, Battleships and Battlecruisers
provides a very worthwhile coverage
of the subject.

RICITARD F. CROSS T
Alexandria, Virginn

Spiller, Roger J., ctal,, eds. The Dic-
tionary of American Military Biography.
Westport, Conn.: Greenwood
Press, 1984, 3v. $145
The cancept of The Dictionary of

American Military Biography (DAMB)

by Protessor Roger J. Spiller, Dr.

Joseph G. Dawson HI, and the late

Professor T. Harry Williams is auda-

cious, The IDAMB took scven years

to producc and resulted in three
volumes consisting of 1,368 pages

containing 376 cssays written by 339
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