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Mares, William, The Marine Machine:
the Making of the United States
Marine. Garden City, N.Y.: Double-
day, 1971. 143p.

The proverbial axiom that “the more
you sweal in peace, Lhe less you bleed in
war” is still the ultimate maxim of the
U.S. Marine Corps. The author has
dramatically combined a scrics of
photographs with a shocking, though
clogquent, narrative to cllectively por-
tray the life of a reeruit al “boot
eamp,” Marine Corps Recruit Depot,
Parris Island, S.C.

From the liest trauma ol aerival, the
loss of individuality, reduclion Lo the
lowest of Lhe low, this piclorial narra-
tive traces the first 10 wecks in the
meking of the Marine. The reader can-
nol bul guestion the raw brutality, the
harshness, and then wonder why this
system is so suceesslul in ereating oue of
the wotld’s most clite military organiza-
lions.

Throughout the narralive Lhe recruil
is a noneutily, his existenee and survival
appear ta haug on the whims ol the
DI’s, The tew examples of compassion
on the part of the DI's are overwhelmed
by their mask ol indillerence and cold
objectivity. The program is designed lo
instill conlidence in the recruit’s own
abilitics and cmphasize his vital part in
the tcam, the Marine Corps,

This book is not Lor the (ainthearted,
bul then neither is the Marine Corps,

AA NELSON, TR,
Colonel, U.S, Marine Corps

Moore, Rohin and Rothblatt, llenry,
Court Martial. Garden City, N.Y.:
Doubleday, 1971. 410p,

In his seminal book, Modern Warfare,
Roger Trinquier tells us that, beeause
weapons of mass destruction will ereale
a slandoff, the war ol the luture will be
that of the guerrilla, the partisan, and
the counterinsurgency operalor. While
agreeing that to regard Lhis lype of war
as Lhe sole mode of violent conlesl may
he an overstatement, one should recog-
wize the emerging leuth thal we musl
expeet others who seck to impose Lheir
will on us or on communilics nol
already under their heel lo employ the
leverages of vicarious and anonymous
partisan warfare, In Lhis type ol lighting
there is neither hicrarchy in the tradi-
tional sense, accountability, memhber-
ship of a unit as traditionally structured,
neither the bearing of arms openly nor
the wearing ol badges or other insignia
desiguating the partisan as a soldier, Tt is
most important that the Amecrican
public receive a timely warning ol Lhis
emerging reality and ol its moral and
legal, as well as its strategic, implica-
Lions,

Robin Moore and Henry Rothblatl
have performed a double service in the
novel under review, They have demon-
straled the political complexilics of
modern  partisan warlare, They also
sought Lo grapple with the legal and
moral problems that counterinsurgency
warlare poses, The book’s slory centers
on the legal and moral dilemmas of an
American  counterinsurgency  [lighler
who finds that he has a traitor (a South
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Victnamese national) in the unit he
leads. He ean neither place the man on
trial nor hand him to allied authoritics
beeause of Lhe politically delicate nature
ol his treachery and of the knowledge
he carrics in his head. All would be
revealed i Lhe Lrailor were tried by
courl martial or handed Lo Lhe South
Vielnamese Governmenl authorilies for
questioning, The issues thal arc raised
also louch on the problem of war
crimes. This alone should have becn
ample for the authors, They could have
wrillen a Lawt, lerse, convineing hook, il
only they had sluck Lo their central
theme,

Unfortunately, however, Lhey
clouded their eentral point by wander-
ing ofl into lwo other mallers. Virst of
all, a large parl of Lhe novel becomes a
courlroom drama, The aulhors were
thus led to engage in such arlifices as
“llashbacks,” skipped-lime sequences,
and monlage effccts. This particular
genre belongs more wilth TV entertain-
ment Lhan serious wriling, The pseudo-
sophistication il reflecls gave this re-
viewer Lhe sense that Lhe honesty of Lthe
main theme (e, the legal ad moral
problems created by guerrilla lighting)
was being unnecessarily logged over and
thal the wrilers” desire to pursue side
issucs prevented them from dealing as
thoroughly and challengingly as they
should have wilh it,

Second, and worse still, the aulhors
clearly could not resist jumping on the
“Cateh-22 bandwagon, Their delinea-
tion ol the commanding general in
Viclnam, one “lanker” Flint, who
chomped his cigars inlo mush, was
blalanlly egomaniacal—even with  the
President ol the Uniled Slates—and whao
loathed elite Lroops, lacked the sharp-
ness of satire or the mockery of carica-
ture. 1t was simply burlesque. By their
sheer overslalement, such unnecessary
and shrill demmciations may have their
usual elfeel of pulling in jeopardy the
imporlanl poinls Lthe book does make,
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Perhaps for novelisla, even when one
of the authors is a Lrial lawyer, accuracy
about what the law says may nol be
importanl, Bul in a courtroom drama
the authors have a special duly. Since
they are telling a realistie story about
the law in aclion, they have a dutly lo
adhere Lo Lhe truth aboul the law, When
the authors have Lhe civilian deflense
lawyer (Lthe leader of Lhe delense Leam
and asserted Lo be o leading New York
criminal lawyer—one ol the “Perry
Mason™ mold) says I will try to make
use of what we civilian lawyers call
mens rea defense, Lhal Lhere was no evil
intent and therefore no crime,” {page
300 they were commilling a major
solecism. A law student would be failed
for such a slatemenl! Mens rea is one of
the clements of many erimes, including
murder, and is mercly a Latin lag
indicating Lhe mental clement of crimes
salled mada in se, TLis juxlaposed wilh
the physical clemenl—actus reus, The
proscculion must prove (nol the delense
disprove) that the actor’s “mind wenl
wilh his hand” as the old common
lawyers used Lo say.

A misunderstanding  which the au-
thors perpeluale should now he cleared
up. Mens rea catries no connolalion of
molive bul refers only to the require-
ment of proofl that the delendanl in-
lended to do what be did. On the other
hand, the defense may show thal the
defendant either lacked the capacity or
the opportunily lo lorm a specific
intent. I'rom what the authors tell us in
the novel, however, the parlics had bolh
the capacity and the opporlunity te kill
their vietim, and the defendant did
indeed intend Lo do what he did, What
the anthors appear Lo be saying in the
above quoted senlence is that since
there was no evil molive for Lhe killing,
there was no crime, This approach is
itsell'’ misleading in that “motive™ is
more properly used in setling up a
general defense Lo Lhe allegations against
the delendant; i,e., that lhe defendant
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wasg nol the perpeteator of the erime or
an aclor in it because he lacked a
“motive.” Yet this can hardly be whal
the anlhors wish to say since they have
well established that the defendant had
plenty of molive in the sense ol incile-
ment or inducement Lo acl, Afler silling
through these concepls, it scems Lhat
whal the authors should be saying
through their “Perry Mason™ is thal a
lack of cvil motive will make for good
cxlennalion and mitigation [or the de-
fendant during Lhe presenlenciug por-
tion ol the court mactial which follows
a finding ol guilty. In other words, Lhis
fact may well serve to lessen the punish-
menl, Therelore, reference to a “mens
rea” defense is misleading,

AL the present lime, when the Na-
Lion’s conscicnce is being billerly exor-
cised over war crimes and soldiers’
indiscipline loward civilians in Vietnam,
to lalk and wrilte so as lo conluse
molives with specilic intenlions and
thereby scl up justifications unknown
lo the law dangerously misleads Lhe
public. For a lawyer Lo engage in these
smokescreen Laclics is cspecially repre-
hengible, To allow delendants Lo justily
their killings on the basis of principle or
“good motives” is to enshrine in the law
the privilege of playing God—thal is, the
taking of a lile for a good cause. In
concentraling on inlent and relusing Lo
have regard Lo molive, the common law
has sludiously implemented the policy
of rejecling Lhis blasphemy.

laving ullered these warnings aboul
the tendency of the writers lo be
overinfluenced by Perry Mason  and
Joseph Heller and underinflluenced by
what the law is, | would rccommend
this book lor reading, provided the

reader winnows Lhe grain of awarencss
from the ¢halfl of cheap writing.

L.F.L. GOLDIE
Charles 1. Stockton Chair of
International Law

Page, Robert C, How to Lick Executive
Stress. New York: Fssandess, 1967,
170p.

Written primarily for lhe business
exceutive, this clear and informalive
little book, nonctheless, has a wealth of
wisdom for anyone inlerested in a posi-
live atlitude loward health., On the
premise that without health ceven the
greatest ol leaders cannot lead, the
author, a longlime medical cousultant
to Government and industry, discusses
such Lopies as overwork, obesily, aleo-
hol, anxicly, “ofl” day, cL celera, and
how ignorance of or indillerence Lo
them can upsel psychologic and physio-
logic health,

lu stressing the whole-man concept,
Dr, Page invesligalee Lhe typical non-
business roles that men must play. The
manner in which these roles are played
will greatly influcnce the cxceculive’s
mental health and atlitudes and, in
consequence, his abilily to maintain his
posilion as a leader, The book conluing
many helplul suggestions on how to
best organize one’s living pallerns, lips
on rctiremenl planning, and how lo
recognize some of the potentially dan-
gerous symploms of anxicly,

Such a book should be high on the
lisl of required reading for managers,
cxeculives, and mililary commanders,
Sell-management must cerlainly precede
people management,

M.A, VASQUEZ
Captain, MC, U8, Navy

—
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