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Bostick: Book Reviews
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PROFESSIONAL
READING

Professor Scolt and his associates
have addressed the complex, often over-
simplified, subjects of insurgeney and
counterinsurgency  in - an extremely
scholarly and analytical manner. The
book views an insnrgeney as a system of
inputs and oulpuls regulated Dy
numerous variable control mechanisims,
The end result ol this systems analysis
approach is a dynamic model of insur-
geney based not on historical precedent,
but on [lexible input variables. Thus
cach msurgency and its parallel counler-
insurgent effort should be analyzed as a
separate enlily, examining in detail the
unigue polilical, sociological, psycho-
logical, economie, and military Tactors
imvolved, This analytical approach to
the study of imsurgency and counter-
insurgency movements, coupled with a
basic understanding of the probable
inicractions among participants, should
prove o be a most elflcetive ool for the
practitioner a8 well as the student of
insurgencies and their suppression.

The strategy and taclies involved in
the nsurgenl and  counlerinsurgent
movements are discussed leidly, with
cemphagis  placed on  the innovalive
rather than the dogmatic approach to a
particular problem,

In light of this Nation’s bitler experi-
ence in Vietnan, the increasing number
ol ongoing insurpencics throughout the
Third World, and the domestic turmoil
germinating  the  sceds  of  insurgent
actions in tiis country, Insurgeney is

and im mrL.ml It is highly

both timel
Publisped bty }\(P’ﬁﬂ vﬁ{( ! F%?]Pﬂﬁ‘tﬂlggfmi‘i‘l’ﬂs 1974 yalers,

cers  aclively  involved  in counter-
imsurgency operational planning and
Lraining,

J.HL. BOSTICK
Commander, U.S, Navy

Trewhitt, Henry 1., MceNamara. New
York: Harper & Row, 1971. 307p.,
index,

For whal is essentially a biography,
MeNamarg reads with a novel-like lapei-
nation, Whatever one’s fcelings may be
aboul this most controyersial and encer-
getic man during his tenure as Scerelary
ol Defense, both critic and admirer can
expecl a rewarding reading experience.
The admirer will come to better under-
stand the whole man, and the critic will
gel a hearlwarming recxamination of
the old-lashioned virtues of patriotism,
devotion o duty, and loyalty, What is
umique in the “MeNamara Monarchy ™ is
Lthat Mr. McNamara presumed automatie
loyalty from below (or quit) in his
mlense desire W provide loyalty upward
Lo the two Presidents he served.

For the studenl of strategy or top-
level managenient and decisionmaking,
this hook goes deeply into the develop-
ment of the doctrine of Hexible re-
and the transition [rom  the
Foster Dulles” coneept ol “massive retal-
tution.” Considering both were based on
the domino theory (the latter by intent,
the former by application), it is hittle
wonder that the storm ol controversy
broke although the makers of bolh
concepls anticipated calm seas and quict
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