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Public Affairs Study. “Fxtremely
worthwhile” is how Rear Adm. II. L.
Miller, Navy Chief of Information, de.
scribed the public affairs study con-
ducted at the Naval War College on 6
and 7 Novemher 1967. “. . . the ex-
posurc of give and take on all aspeets
of public affairs, as it affects the com-
mander at sca and ashore,” he said,
makes the 1967 discnssions “. , . the
most productive ever held.”

In recognition of the importance of
public aflairs lo military ollicers, par-
licipanls included the students [rom all
threc schools — Naval Command and
Staff, Naval Warfare, and the Naval
Command Course. Thirty-one military
and civilian public affairs specialists
were hrought in to assist them. In-
cluded among these were Admiral Mil-
ler; Mr. Richard TFryklund, Deputy
Assistanl Sccrclary of Defense for IPub-
lic Affairs; Mr. Stanley Swinton, Asso-
ciated Press; Mr. Frank Blair, from
the NBC “Today” show; Mr. Robert
Goralski, NBC newscaster ; Mr, John B,
Rettaliata, Viee President of Grutnmean
Aireraft Co., representing industry;
Mr. Jack Tierncy, President of New-
some and Co., representing public rela-
tions firms; and Comdr. Glenn IFord,
USNR, representing the motion picture
industry.

Mr. Fryklund opened the discussions
with an address on “Publie Affairs
Within the Departinent of Delense.”
IIe deseribed the major public affairs
policics, programs, and objectives of
the Department of Delense as they re-
late to a military commander’s public
relations decisionmaking process.  Ad-
miral Miller addressed the students on
“Public Affairs and Command.” He
discussed the responsibilities of the
military commander in the area of pub-
lic affairs.

The students were formed into com-
mittees to conduct seminars on public
aflairs problemns, practices, techniques,
and procedures. Naval Command and
Stalf students analyzed the catapult ex-
plosion on U.S.S. Leyie in 1953. Stu-
dents from the School of Naval War-
fare examined the “Palomares” inci-
denl. Mililary public affairs specialists
acted as moderators and consultants at
the seminars, At a sccond session, each
commiftiee functioned as a Command
Information Bureau (CIB) established
by a Fleet Commander to plan a 3-day
tour by the Secretary of the Navy with
12 distinguished civilian guests. The
Secretary’s tour included 2 1-day visit
of naval {acilities ashore and 2 days at
sca wilh a carrier foree to ohserve air-
borne and scahorne weapons demon-
stralions.
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The 31 officers in the Naval Com-
mand Course, senior officers from other
free world navies, did not participate
in the entire study, but they investiga-
ted the role of public affairs in an in-
formal 2-hour meeting with Mr. Blair
and Commander Ford. As a re~ult of
the keen interest expressed by these
officers, consideration is being given to
expanding this period to a full day in
next year’s study.

Highlighting the study were two
panel discussions, both moderated by
Mr. Blair. The subject of the first was
“Oblivations and Responsibilities of
News Media.”  Panelists were Com-
mander Ford, Mr. Tierney, Mr. Goral-
ski, Mr. Rettaliata, Mr. Swinton, and
Mr. Fryklund. The second, which ad-
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dressed “The Role of Public Affairs,”
included Admiral Miller and Capt.
Charles Kenyon, USNR, in place of
Messrs. Rettaliata and Tierney. Cap-
tain Kenyon is Director of Promotion
and Marketing at the American Educa-
tion Publishing Co.

Throughout the study it was appar-
ent that the students recognized the
importance of public affairs and the
necessity for a working knowledge of
its basic principles. The discussions

enabled them to identify the concepts
and essentials of public affairs as they
relate to command responsibility and
to rccognize that public affairs must be
considered at all levels of military
planning.

Public Affairs panelists (L to r.) Commander Ford, Mr. Tierney, Mr. Goralski, Mr. Rettaliata,
Mr. Swinton, and Mr. Fryklund. Not shown is Moderator Frank Blair.
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