Naval War College Review

Volume 21

Number 5 May Article 10

1968

Competitive Interference and Twentieth Century

Diplomacy

E H. Johnston
US. Navy

Richard W. Cottam

Follow this and additional works at: https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/nwc-review

Recommended Citation

Johnston, F. H. and Cottam, Richard W. (1968) "Competitive Interference and Twentieth Century Diplomacy," Naval War College
Review: Vol. 21 : No. 5, Article 10.

Available at: https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/nwc-review/vol21/iss5/10

This Book Review is brought to you for free and open access by the Journals at U.S. Naval War College Digital Commons. It has been accepted for
inclusion in Naval War College Review by an authorized editor of U.S. Naval War College Digital Commons. For more information, please contact

repository.inquiries@usnwc.edu.


https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/nwc-review?utm_source=digital-commons.usnwc.edu%2Fnwc-review%2Fvol21%2Fiss5%2F10&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/nwc-review/vol21?utm_source=digital-commons.usnwc.edu%2Fnwc-review%2Fvol21%2Fiss5%2F10&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/nwc-review/vol21/iss5?utm_source=digital-commons.usnwc.edu%2Fnwc-review%2Fvol21%2Fiss5%2F10&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/nwc-review/vol21/iss5/10?utm_source=digital-commons.usnwc.edu%2Fnwc-review%2Fvol21%2Fiss5%2F10&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/nwc-review?utm_source=digital-commons.usnwc.edu%2Fnwc-review%2Fvol21%2Fiss5%2F10&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/nwc-review/vol21/iss5/10?utm_source=digital-commons.usnwc.edu%2Fnwc-review%2Fvol21%2Fiss5%2F10&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:repository.inquiries@usnwc.edu

Johnston and Cottam: Competitive Interference and Twentieth Century Diplomac

Churehill, Randolph S, and Churchill,
Winston 8. The Stx Day War, Boston:
Houghton Mifflin, 1967. 250 p.

This book about the June 1967
Arab-lsracli War was authored by the
son and grandson of the late Sir Winston
Churchill, An initial chapter sketches
briefly, and with significanl omissions,
the 3,500 years of Jewish and Palestine
history belore 1907, Wrilten from a
pro-lscacli viewpoint, the hook Lhen
takes the reader slep by step through
the military campaign on cach front. It
is well illustrated wilth detailed maps
showing clearly the disposilions, routes,
and significant actions of the majority
forces on hoth sides. A tedious appen-
dix analyzes in detail the television and
radio coverage of the war in Britain, To
a large extent, the book is hased upon
interviews with involved Isracli civilians
and military, at all levels, and some
ligyptian prisoners. 1t brings together in
one place many lacts and comments
which scem Lo give a mueh clearer
picture of the sequence of the war than
was possible al the Lime because of the
rapidity of events ov hecause  they
simply were not Tully reported belore.
In fact, critical surprise has heen ex-
pressed in some Israeli quarters thal so
much has heen Lold here. Other quarters

could he surprised loo. Speaking of

international efforts to open the Strait
of Tiran, the Churchills claim that by
then the problem of the Straits hadl
become a minor issue. They state four
condilions which had been Tulfilled, any
one ol which had lbeen regarded as a
cause for war by [scael. [L should he
interesting for those who were still
secking a solution during the first 5 days
of June Lo read Lhal the decision ta
strike had been reached by 1 June, that
war was incvitable after 30 May, that it
was jusl a question of timing.” Sulw-
sequent events add signiflicance Lo Lhe
statemenl  altribuled to David Ben-
Garion that ““ . .| for the Arabs, whal is
military defeat? Is the loss of an
Army. In ten years they’ll have another

y
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Army. For us, military defeal means
probably death Tor every single one of
us.,” The narralive is fast-paced journal-
isni; QL is inderesting and reads casily and
rapidly. Some conelusions stated in the
altermath will strike the reader as pre-
malure or even erroncous, even now,
But for a yuick overview of the war and
its immediate buildup and first-lMush
expectalions altlerward, it serves as a
very handy book indeed.

AJ. PICKERT
Captain, .5, Navy

Cottam, Richard W, Competitive fnter-
ference and Twenticth Century Di.
plomacy. Pitlsburgh: University of
Pittshurgh Press, 1967. 243 p,

Dr. Richard W. Cotlam, a Professor
ol Political Science al the University ol
Pittsburgh, calls for a change in the
currenl method and style of U8, {or-
eign policy from what he deseribes as a
scries of ad hoc decisions and policies to
a system of long-range {oecus and co-
herence, e believes that the diplomalic
conununity must coneern itsell with the
great soctopolitieal movements in the
world, increasingly resorling Lo a type
of nomshooting warfare, characterized as
compelilive inlerlerence,  that  goes
deeply into the internal affairs of a
counlry through eounterinsurgency and
political, cconomie, and psychological
manipulation. This shifl Lo aceeplable
interference, as an allernative Lo Lther-
monuclear war, is carefully detailed and
described. Although the study touches
upon such popular topies as competi-
tien hetween CIA and Department of
State, and the Vietnam War, the casual
student ol internalional affairs is likely
Lo lind the book taxing and dry, for it is
a Lheoretical sludy—indeed almosl a
manual. [U is based largely upon the
author’s  expericnee in the Foreign
Servive as an arca specialist in Washing-
lon and at the Ameriean Embassy in
lran,

IFEHL JOUNSTON
Lieutenant Communiler, U.S, Navy
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