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PROFESSIONAL

READING

The cvaluations of reeent books listed in
this scetion have been prepared for the use of
resident students. Officers in the fleet and
clsewhere may find these books of interest in
their professional reading,.

The jinclusion of a book in this scction
does not ncecessarily constitute an endorse-
ment by the Naval War College of the facts,
opinions or concepis contained therein,

Many of thesc publications may be found
in ship and station librarics. Certain of the
hooks on the list which are not available from
these sources may be available from one of
the Navy’s Auxiliary Library Scrvice Collee-
tions. These collcctions of books are ob-
tainable on loan. Requests frown individual
officers to borrew books from an Auxiliary
Library Service Collection should be ad-
dressed to the nearest of the following special
loan eollcctions,

Chicf of Naval Personnel (C-463)
Department of the Navy
Washington, D.C. 20370

Commanding Officer

U.S, Naval Station (Guam)
Library (ALSC), Box 174
San Franeisco, Calif. 96630

Commanding Officer

U.S, Naval Station (Pearl Harbor)
Library (ALSC), Box 20

San Francisco, Calif. 96610

Commanding Officcr

U.,S, Naval Station
Library {ALSC), Bldg. -9
Norfolk, Virginia 23511

Commanding Officer
U.S, Naval Station
Library (ALSC)

San Dicgo, Calif, 92136

Adam, Thomas R. Western [nterests in
the Pacific Realm, New York: Ran-
dom llouse, 1967, 240p,

Western Interests in the Pacific
Realm is a study of the political, eco-
nomie, and strategic interests of the
major Western powers, and particularly
ol the United States, in the broad area
ol the Pacific known as Oceania, The
“Pacific Realm™ of this study is cen-
tered on the island bascs of the West in
the Western Paeilie. lts bnportance is
one of political pragmatism; it is wherce
Western power lies; it is a power base
that is deeisive as lar as Western in-
terests in Asia and Australia are con-
cerned. The author examines and as-
sesses the effcets of Western policics on
the development of the peoples of this
region, both during and since the time
of colonial domination. By and large,
the metropoles are taken to task for
their policies toward their colonies and
trust territories in this arca. While recog-
nizing that there are many natural ob-
stacles to the social and ceonomie ad-
vancement ol these scattered peoples,
andl that few can be overcome m a
manner profitable to the economies of
the West--in short, more finaneial and
technical aid i1s needed--the author linds
the greatest long-term ohstacle to be a
shortsighted disunity of the West which
makes a4 common poliey toward (heir
Pacilic dependeneies unattainable, Old
jealousies bhetween the former ecolonial
powers are by no means dead; in lael,
they have been invested with new lile
under the name of “strategic considera-
tions.” Bul the unilateral pursuit ol
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cconomic and military advantage, which
cach nation persists in following, works
to the disadvantage of the West in
general and of the indigenous peoples in
particular,

The author’s plea for Western unity
and a reasonable poliey for the politieal,
economic, and social advaneement of
these peoples is largely unassailable. The
courses of action that he advances rest
on a reeognition and resolution of the
cxisling disunity. While eonceding that
France might prove recalcitrant in eor-
relating her Asian and Pacilic politics
with those of the English-speaking na-
tions, he emphasizes that the choice of
promoling or disregarding increased
Western solidarity in this region rests
with the United States. Since the United
States possesses most of the aetual force
in the area and must bear the bulk of
the consequent burdens, sbe must deter-
mine the extent ol ber willingness to
share responsibility with her Western
alliee. T'his book is a timely discussion
of a necgleeted aspeet of Weslern in-
terests in Lhe Pacific. 1t is also an
interesting primer on the politics, cul-
ture, and ecconomy ol many of the
island states and dependeneics in that
vast region.,

J.D. STEVENS
Licutenant Colonel, LS, Air Force

Alsop, Stewart J.0. The Center. New
York: Harper & Row, 1968, 365p.
It's casy to agree with Stewart Alsop

that The Center is not an Inside Wash-

ington. While conlaining some faets
which may be found clsewhere (includ-
ing an cneyelopedia), The Center con-
sisls primarily of a series of entertainiug
stories ahout the people who inhabit the
innermost portion of our Government.

Unfortnnately, not all of the storics are

appearing in print for the first lime.

However, otherwise Lhis hook is so

timely that Clark Clifford is recognized

as the eurrent Scerctary of Delense,

Aller initially brushing ofl the Civil

Serviee as a “bureaueratic disaster,” the

author later notes that “the conservative
lRepuhlican businessman whom Presi-
dent Eisenhower brought into the gov-
ernmenl were uniformly surprised by
the high quality of the men they found
in the upper federal bureaucracy.” De-
spite this “expert™ opinion, Alsop eon-
tinues to belabor the Civil Service
throughout this book. Lixecpl for the
Central Tntelligence Agency, the Ken-
nedys and Robert McNamara are the
only “herocs™ in The Center. 1[ there is
a real “bad guy” it is the “military
burcaueracy™ al whom Alsop snipes at
every possible opporlunily. Accusing
them of obeying Parkinson’s Law with
“more enllmsiasm than any other bu-
reaueracy,” the author assurcs his reader
that the corridors of the Pentagon arc
bursting “with majors and colonels and
stalf scrgeants and eivilian female seere-
tarics and generals . . | taking in cach
other’s burcaucratic ltaundry.” Over-
looked are the 2,157 civilian personnel
located in the Office of the Secretary of
Defense or the 70,000 civiians em-
ployed in ageneies direetly under that
office. One who has plenty of time to
spare and enjoys reading gossip about
governmental VIP’s might enjoy The
Center, However, it should be read
belore a new administration changes the
personalitics  located  there. Anyone
looking for a scrious evaluation of the
operations of the U.S. Government
ghould not hother with The Center,

S.L. BARTI
Licutenant Colonel, U.S, Arny

Flliott-Bateman, Michael. Defeat in the
Fast. London: Oxford University
Press, 1967, 270p.

Aeccording to its puhlisher, this hook
was written hy a former officer in the
British Royal Artillery who rceently
resigned  his  commission in order Lo
continue his military studies, and who is
now a lecturer in the Department of
Governmenlt ol the University of Man-
chesler. For this reason, probably, the
aulhor, while ecritical of Western mili-
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tary philosophy in general, s more
particularly and extremely eritical of
Rritish military thinking, strategy and
tacties, training methods, and, in addi-
tion, basic British delense policies. In
the Introduction the author stales that
the primary purpose of his book is an
attempl Lo discover a sound military
doctriue lor the arted forees of the [ree
world which will prevent their headlong
rush toward defeat in Kastern Asia--if,
indeed, Lhe use of military mecans lor
accomplishment of Western political
aims in Lhat arca is at all fensible in the
liest place. e maintains that Western
military leaders do not understand the
significance of Mao Tse-tunge’s military
Ltheories and doetrine and Lhat this has
“...resulled in the French defeal in
Indo-China; 18 resulting in the American
failure in South Vietnam; and is likely
Lo resull in similar failures by Uritish
forces in Lhe last,” lle approaches Lhe
study of his stated problem, therefore,
through an analysis of Llhe military
philosophy of Mao Tse-tung and by a
comparison of Mao’s strategy and Lac-
Lics with those ol other suceessiul prace-
titoners of the art of mobile warlare,
ineluding  such individuals as  Marl-
borough, Napoleon, Stonewall Jackson,
and Rommel, as well as with the lorees
ol the German Wehrmaeht in Furope
and the Japanese in Malaya during the
carly part of World War 1.

The author stales that the circum-
stances and conditions of war have
changed draslically in recent years and,
therefore, the natural laws ol war have
changed. He argues that the old eon-
cepts of positional and linear war are no
longer valid bul have been replaced by
the concepts of guerrilla warlure and
modern mobile warlare as developed by
Mao and further relined by Gen, Vo-
nguyen-Giap, e coneludes that unless
the West adopts a military philosophy
based on his coneepl of the enrrent
realities of war, “deleal in the Fasl™ is
inevitable, llis argument is weakened,
however, by some serious flaws in his

own logic. I'or example, he (ails ade-
quately to acknowledge the neeessily
for positional defense of safe base arcas
without which mobile counterguerrilla
lorees would be unable o operate and,
furthermore, [fails Lo recognize Lhe
greatly increasing mobility of regular
forees, In claiming thal “Mao stands in
Lime as the man with the most complete
sel of keys Lo the scerels of war in this
era,” the author, it is (ell, overrales the
“politico-military  genius ol Mao Tse-
tung” and the universality of Mao’s
doctrines. By his own admission Lhe
concepts of mobile/guerrilla warlare are
applicable primarily in the space and
jungle enviconmenl of Africa and Fasl-
ern Asia and would be exteemely difli-
cull Le pursue suceesslully, for instance,
in Furope, He [urther admils the val-
nerahility and complete failure of Lhe
concepts of Mao aganst the linear war
imposed by General Ridgway in Korea.
In addition, the author, by claiming a
special understanding of the mind of
Mao, leading Lo a discovery of the
secrels ol war, also overrales the impor-
tanee of his book. In spile of its
shiortcomings, however, Lhis is a very
interesting and thought-provoking study
which does provide a [resh approach
and some new ideas concerning Chair-
man Mao’s thoughts and theories, I is
recommended reading lor any serious
studenl of counlerinsurgeney.

J.E ARNOLD
Commander, U.8. Navy

IFalk, Richard A. Legal Order in a
Violent World. 'rinceton: 'rinceton
Universily 'ress, 1968, 6 10p,

In 15 essays, 10 of which are revised
versions  of artieles  published  since
1960, the anthor, Professor of Inler-
national Law at Princeton Universily
and  one of the most distinguished
young scholars in the field, seeks to
“describe and appraise Lhe eelevanee of
international law Lo the management of
international violence,” By examining 2
series o “concrele cireumstances” in-
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volving recent threats or usces of violence
in international affairs, he successfully
demonstrates just what “international
law can and cannot do in the existing
international environment.” fis book is
an cloguent plea against what he charac-
terizes the “human inertia, burcaueratic
rigidity, and vested interests” that today
prevent meaningful work “toward the
drastic disarmament of states at the
national level and toward the evolution
of seeurity suhstitutes [or national mili-
tary power at the supranational level,
whether of regioual or global scope, or
both.”

As one who has found himsell “pro-
gressively  alicnated [rom  thal main-
stream ol American foreign policy
which has culminated in the Uniled
States involvemenl in the Vietnam
War,” the anthor is naturally at odds
with the low priority generally accorded
international law hy Government de-
eisionruakers in reeent years. Morcover,
while acknowledging that “I’rofessor
MecDougal has made the most signilicant
staternent of our lime about the rele-
vanec of internalional law lo the
management of international violence,”
Falk often disagrees with the “idecologi-
cal orientation of his former mentor al
Yale, which he belicves “conflirms the
autlo-interpretative role of national elites
so as virtually to nullify the distinetion [
deem crucial between the impartial
application of international law and its
adversary nse.” Although this reviewer
does not agree with many of the conclu-
sions reached in these profoundly pessi-
mislic studies, he has used them re-
peatedly in their previously published
forms and welcomes their collection in
this convenient volume, Anyone seri-
ously coneerned with the management
ol international violence, both now and
in the [uture, cannot overlook the
wealth of ideas contained in this
thought-provoking book,

ILICHARD 8. LILLICH

Charles H. Stocklon Chair of
International T.aw

Harrison, Anthony. The Framework of
Economic Activity, New York: St
Martin’s Press, 1967, 189p.

The British author Anthony Harrison
in his book The Framework of Leo-
nomic Activity covers basic cconomic
theorics and praclices existing through-
out the world sinee the beginning of the
20th eentury. [le is both complimentary
and critical of eertain U8, economic
practiees during the period. llis discus-
sion of the international gold standard
and its relationship to pound sterling in
the initial chapler is particularly well
done. He uses the gold standard as a
foundation to support many of the
views that he advanees throughout the
book. Perhaps the hest presented por-
tions of the volume are the pre- and
post-World War [ and 11 periods and the
depression of the carly thirtics. While
Harrison’s treatment of the replaeement
of the United Kingdom by the United
States as the center of world finance
appears, al times, to be cexceedingly
causlic, his aceount of the elforts of the
League of Nations and the United Na-
tions toward providing, or attempling lo
provide, world cconomie stability is
excellently developed. Also, his cxplana-
tion of economic progress in the Soviet
Union while the countrics of North
Ameriea and Weslern llurope were in
the depths of depression is suceessfully
handled. Likewise, he offers a com-
mendable review of the Tnternational
Monetary Fund, the World Bank, and
the General Agreement on Tarif(s and
Trade. Furthermore, state-controlled or
managed cconomics are discussed for
both democratic and tolalitarian coun-
trics and can generale some thought-
provoking concepts for the interesied
reader.

This book is a comprehensive primer
for students of internalional ¢conomics
and provides, along with is well-re-
scarched eharts and graphs, a valuahle
review for even the most knowledgeable
in that field. Tt permits the carcer naval
officer unfamiliav with the [lield to
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acquire a lremendous appreciation of
international economics with ininimum
expenditure of time and eflort.

R.L. O’NEIL
Commander, SC, U.8. Navy

Laqueur, Walter 7. The Road to Jerusa-
lem. New York: Maemillan, 1908.
308p.

The sudden and complete vietory by
the Israclis in June 1907 has over-
shadowed the cvents thatl preceded this
unique war. In the Introduction, Mr.
Lagueur establishes the Jocus of his
book as the 3 weeks immediately prior
to the Israchi-Arab war in June 1907, In
dealing with the repereussions ol the
conflict, the impact on public opinion,
and the policies of the various govern-
ments, Mr. Laqueur fashions an implied
indictment of political eoldbloadedness
and diplomatic unrcalism. The in-
transigence and irrational actions of the
Arabs, particularly Fgypt and Syria, are
clearly displayed. The worsening in-
ternal political strife in Tsracl, De Gaul-
le’s deliberate aggrandizement, the well-
intentioned fumbling of the British and
American Governments, and Russia’s
doctrinal rigidity are logeally derived
from the pronouncements of senior
officials of the various governments.
The United Nations also acquires a few
regretul, but accurately placed thumps
on its body politic.

There are a number of assumptions
and deductions by the author that are
not Tully supported by his souree ma-
terial, He admits frecly that many of the
answers he found were located in radio
hroadeasts and in the newspapers. This
heecomes a vital point. The souree ma-
terial for this book was--cssentially-a
basis for opinion makers and decision-
makers the world aver. Mr. Laqueur has,
in his own words, “tried to the best of
my ability Lo write a truthful history.”
Il he had been given aeccess to sceret
governmental documents, would it have
changed his description of the truth?
I'he reviewer doubts it, and so docs the

author. The alternative reguires a hyper-
cynical approach to the world real-
politik. Remember, the result ol all
these international mancuverings was a
war in the Middle Kast with all of its
attendant dangers to the world. Mr.
Lagqueur’s style is casy to read, and the
construction of the story he tells lends
hoth interest and excitcruent. Ile has
attached an  appendix  containing
speeches by U Thant, Gamal Abdel
Nasser, Abba Eban, and Gen. ltzhak
Rabin which vividly illustrate the com-
plex issues and emotional atmosphere.
Mr. Lagueur has written a thought-
provoking analysis that is hoth enlight-
entng and entertaining.

R.L. DODD
Commander, .S, Navy

LeMay, Curtis K. America Is in Danger.
New York: Iunk & Wagnalls, 1968.
310p.

T'his hook is a mirror of its author,
grulfl and blunt but honest. Underncath
the words one [eels the frustrations of a
scerior earcer military man who has been
confronted by the “whiz kids” of the
Pentagon. General LeMay provides the
reader with the broad military issues
that face the decisionmakers in the U.S,
Government today, Ile punches to the
gut point of thesce issucs, erilicizing past
deeisions with which he has disagreed.
Most itmportantly, he does not stop with
eriticisin, but offers solutions. Typical
ol his pungent approach is this state-
ment on Vietnam: “the way to fight the
war in North Vietnam is to fight it.
Pussy [ooting with bombing pauses and
exempling the vital targets is the way to
lose it.” Ile then follows with an cight-
step campaign that “aspires to decisive
victory.” There arc times when General
lLeMay becomes extremely parochial
(Air Yoree) in his proposed solutions of
the issues raised, but this docs not
detract from the value of the hook.
Rather, it provokes the military reader
into thinking of alternatives. Public
airing of military pointa ol view of
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military strategy is overduc. America Is
in Danger is strongly recommended for
reading by any American intercsted in
the security of his country.

0.L. WARD
Colonel, U.S, Marine Corps

MeKee, Alexander. Farming the Sea.
l.ondon: Souvenir Press, 1907, 314p.
Farming the Sea was not writlen by

the ordinary author who ecomes strolling

down the pike. Alexander MeKee 18

both an author of note and an experi-

eneed diver, This hook displays a mar-
velous depth of research on a subject
about which little was recorded prior to
the 1960%. It is an intcresting aceount
of man’ progress toward large-scale
farming of tributaries, bays, and the
open oecans. Although notable advance
has been made in underwater diving
gince an Lnglishman, John Peane, in-
vented the frst really cfficient diving
dress in 1828, it was not until Jacques

Yves Cousteau and DEmile Gagnan in-

vented the aqualung in 1940 that man’s

underwater capability was enhanced by
scveral magnitudes, In 1962 undersca

cxploration began to perk; by 1966

iutercst began to boil; today the discus-

gion of the occan wonders is a routine
houschold pastime.

The initial sctting of this book is in
the Portsmouth, Southsca arca of Fng-
land, but the author has locused on
many parts of the world as he traces
man’s progress in {ish farming. One
immediately learns that trout farming in
Kurope is an old vocation; that the 1953
artificial reefs composed of ear bodies
that were laid ofl the coast of Alabama
were so suceessful that sportsmen aud
commereial fisheruen alike have pro-
moted the building of many more; that
the North Sca has been used as a
(ish-farming laboratory. The reader will
be impressed by the extent to which
research, theory, and practice have
quictly advanecd for years in the North
Sca. This book is recommended not
only for the easual reader but also for

the student who wishes to hecome
versed in man’s progress in harvesling
the oecans.

R.W. NIESZ
Captain, U.S. Coast Guard

Sheldon, Walter J. Hell or High Water.
New York: Macmillan, 1968. 340p,
The title of this book would lead one

to believe that it is solely an aeeounl of

the Inchon landing of 15 September

1950, In reality it is an aecount of the

first 90 days of the Korean war, Ap-

proximately one-third of the book is
devoted to the invasion of South Korea
by the North Korcans and the stand at
the Pusan perimeter by the United

Nations forece under Gen, Walton 1,

Walker. Onec-third deals with the plan-

ning for, and the conduct of, the land-

ing itself. The remaining third covers the
period from the landing up through the
fall of Seoul. Sheldon is oljective and
fairly tharough in his presentation and
has leen particularly successful in
making his book very readable rather
than just a dull recitalion of the lacts.

Included is some [ine insight into Gen.

Douglas MacArthur’s character and per-

sonality, His insistence on the opera-

tion’s heing held at the time and place
which he specified despite the skep-
ticism ol almost all concerned (includ-
ing the Joint Chicfs of Stafl) is a real
tribute to his genius. Many lessons are
to be learned from the Inchon landiug,
not the least of which is that tnek goes
with boldness, At any numher of points
during the cntire operation, extreine
good fortune turmed what could have
been a disaster into a brilhant success.
llowever, one should never lorget that

“good lnek™ is often the natural out-

come ot intelligence and hard work, The

author covers the friction between Gen,

Fdward M, Almond, the corps com-

mander of the invasion loree, and his

two division eommanders (one Armuy
and onc Marine). lle attempts to give an
accurate account of the causes of this
frictien and concludes that it was pri-
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