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CHALLENGE 

Circumstruices have caus,·d the 
Mediterranean Sea to play a greater 
part in the history of the world, both 
in a commercial and a military point of 
view, than any other sheet of water of 
the same size. Nation after nation has 
striven to control it, and the strife goes 
on ... but sriould any chance add to 
the control of the Black Sea Basin, 
which Russia has, the pos.session to tl11· 
entrance to the Mediterranean, thr 
existing strategic conditions affectifll,( 
sea power would all be modified, 

Mahan: The Influence of Sea 
Power upon History, Hl90 

A month has passed since I discussi::d 
with you, in rather broad and general 
terms, the recent shift in Soviet national 
strategy away from one founded princi
pally on a continental military slntegy 
toward one that incorporates the con
cept of a worldwide maritime power. 
This month f would like to focus more 
closely on one geographic area of the 
world where increased Soviet presence is 
an ever-threatening chal.lenge to the 
peace and the security of the free 
world--! refer specifically to the Medi
terranean. 

lt has become quite apparent that 
the current leadership in the Kremlin 
has accompld1ed what lhe czars and 
even Stalin failed to do--that is, it has 
projected a major Soviet military, politi
cal and economjc presence into the 
Mediterranean basin. In spite of our 
attempts to bar l{ussian expansion in 
the Ea�tern Mediterranean hy the Tru
man Doctrine, the Eisenhower Doctrine 
and the Baghdad Pad in the l 940s and 
1950s, the Soviets now have bridged 
these former obstacles; as a result So�iet 

naval forces are now freely operating, in 
force, in this most vital ti<'ll. While the 
challenge of this Soviet Fleet to the 
Sixth Fleet is of great consequence to 
the U. ·. Navy, of equal significance is 
the implication of this Soviet move in 
the assessment of future, Jong range 
Soviet strategy. 

The Soviets have traditionally been a 
land power and have historically been 
primarily concerned with the geopoliti
cal preservation of the U.S.S.R. Their 
strategy has been based on the main
tenance of "buffer states" around the 
periphery of Soviet territory. It has 
been the Red Army that has shouldered 
the burden of protecting the Soviet 
homeland, witl, th,· Soviet avy having 
the primary mi;�ion of supporting the 
land forces in coastal waters and in 
adjacent seas. However, the Soviet:;' 
projection in recent years, of a substan
tial naval force in the Mediterrant:an, 
strongly suggests that they have purged 
themselves of the continental mentality 
that in the past has pervaded their 
strategic thought. 13y their own leaders' 
statements the mission of the Soviet 
Navy has chan11ed from a strictly defen
sive one to now include a role as "a 
principal offen5ive arm" of the Soviet 
Supreme Command. 

Western influence that had long 
dominated the Mediterranean area was 
initially breached in the mid l 950s by 
the Soviet political o Uensive that 
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