Naval War College Review

Volume 20

Number 8 October Article 8

1967

Book Review

The US. Naval War College

Follow this and additional works at: https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/nwc-review

Recommended Citation

War College, The U.S. Naval (1967) "Book Review," Naval War College Review: Vol. 20 : No. 8, Article 8.
Available at: https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/nwc-review/vol20/iss8/8

This Book Review is brought to you for free and open access by the Journals at U.S. Naval War College Digital Commons. It has been accepted for
inclusion in Naval War College Review by an authorized editor of U.S. Naval War College Digital Commons. For more information, please contact

repository.inquiries@usnwc.edu.


https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/nwc-review?utm_source=digital-commons.usnwc.edu%2Fnwc-review%2Fvol20%2Fiss8%2F8&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/nwc-review/vol20?utm_source=digital-commons.usnwc.edu%2Fnwc-review%2Fvol20%2Fiss8%2F8&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/nwc-review/vol20/iss8?utm_source=digital-commons.usnwc.edu%2Fnwc-review%2Fvol20%2Fiss8%2F8&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/nwc-review/vol20/iss8/8?utm_source=digital-commons.usnwc.edu%2Fnwc-review%2Fvol20%2Fiss8%2F8&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/nwc-review?utm_source=digital-commons.usnwc.edu%2Fnwc-review%2Fvol20%2Fiss8%2F8&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/nwc-review/vol20/iss8/8?utm_source=digital-commons.usnwc.edu%2Fnwc-review%2Fvol20%2Fiss8%2F8&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:repository.inquiries@usnwc.edu

War College: Book Review

PROFESSIONAL READING

The evaluations of recent hooks listed in
this section have heen prepared for the use
of resident siudents. Officers in the fleet and
elsewhere may find these hooks of interest
in their professional reading.

The inclusion of a hook in this scclion
does not nccessarily eonstilute an cndorse-
ment by the Naval War College of the
[acts, opinions or concepts contained therein.

Many of these publications may he found
in ship and station libraries. Certain of the
books on the list which are nol availahle
from these sources may be available {rom
one of the Navy's Auxiliary Library Service
Collections. These colleetions of books are
obtainable on loan. Requests from individual
officers 1o herrow hooks [rom an Auxiliary
Library Service Collection should bo ad.
dressed to the nearcst of the [ollowing spe-
eial loan eollectious,
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Barnett, A. Doak. China After Mao.
Princeton: Princeton University
Press, 1967, 287 p.

Much of the current writing on
the subject of Communist China is
cither historical or reportorial. Pro-
fessor Barnett, however, attempts an.
alysis. He looks at the situation as
it is and has been in order to speculate
npon that which might be coming,
He bases speculation upon Chinese
Communist documents, the history of
the Communist Party in China, and
knowledge of the people and history
of China.

The struggle for succession to lead-
ership in Red China has hegun. Mao
cannot long endure. The leadership
which he has provided to the Com.
munist Revolution on the mainland of
China is ncaring an end. What lies
ahead? This question is of interest
not only to the world outside China,
hut also Lo the leaders within China,
Many of the latter, according to Pro-
fessor Barnctt in China After Mao,
propose answers which are diffcrent
from those which Mao would like to
hear. This difference is behind much
of the current unrest in China. Mao is
trying hard to insure that the regime
which succeeds him will adhere 1o
the policies which hrought him suc-
cess in his revolution. He is accused
of looking backward, of being a
“revolutionary romantie,” of trying to
cure present ills with past remedics.
Those who opposc Mao take the posi-
tion that circumstances in China hdve
changed to such an extent that past
remedies must be modified to fit the
changed conditions. Whoever the sue-
cessor to Mao may he, he will face
deep-scated  and  enduring  problems.
Central to these will be the need to
promote economic development, How
this can be done while maintaining the
momentum of the revolution will be the
mosi difficult problem of Chinese Com-
munist leaders. What cau the United

H

States and the Western World do in
this transition period in China to
influence the outcome in a way fa.
vorable to the frec world? Very little,
says the author, other than to insure
diplomatic flexibility to respond to
opportunities as they occur and Lo in-
surc that the Chincse leaders know
that modecration is likely to be re-
warded, violence is likely to he pun-
ished.

This short, readabic book is divided
into two parts. The first, a lecturce
series, i3 the meat of the nut. The sec-
ond, a reprint of Chinese documents,
Professor DBarnett selects as sources
of Maoist preseriptions for the future.
China Afier Mao gives insight into the
problems that will face China in the
immediate future. It is solid food in
the diet of those whe would partake
of the banguet of material now avail-
able on China,

K. H. LYONS,
Captain, 1.5, Navy

Davidson, Eugene. The Trial of the
Germans. New York: Maemillan,
1960, 636 p.

Trial of the Germans is an account
of the 22 defendants tried by the In-
ternational Military Tribunal at Nur-
cmberg in 1946, The precision and
minuteness of detail concerning the
privaie and public lives of cach indi-
vidual tried at Nuremberg reflect 7
years of rescarch aud writing hy the
author. Fach defendant is presented
in ecase-study style. Following the ncat
arrangement of hiographical material
on cuch defendant individual and or-
ganization tricd, the author attempis
to analyze the factors that resulted
in the creation of the International
Military Tribunal. Ilis conclusions are
vague and unclear. Although he
clearly intends his final chapter en-
titled “Two Deccades Later” as a sharp
rebuke of the trials themselves, he
nevertheless slates that, “In a certain
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sense the trial sueceeded in doing
what judicial procecdings are sup-
posed to do: it convinced even the
guilty that the verdict against them
was just.” This book is recommended
for those who are interested in obtain-
ing some insight into the character
of the Nuremberg defendants. It is
not recommended for those interested
in a critical, analytical hook on the
legal basis for the Nuremberg trials
and the precedents they established.
J. M. BATTAGLINO

Liculenant Commander, 11,5, Navy

Fall, Bernard B. Hell in a Very Small

Place.  Philadelphia:  Lippineott,
1967. 515 p.
The ecourage, [rustration, agony,

hope, and sacrifice of the Irench mili-
tary forces during the 19535 siege of
Dien Bien PPhu are the concern of
this volume. The late Bernard B. Fall
has written a superh day-to-day de-
scription of the events leading to,
during, and after this tragic hattle.

Hell in a Fery Small Place repre
sents Dr. Iall’s extensive rescarch of
all available official and nonollicial
documents pertaining to this historic
hattle and his interrogations of many
of the participants of both sides of
the conllict. The book opens wilh an
account of the inital 1954 French
airboruc landing at Dien Bien 1Mhu
during the French Indochina War, 1t
then deseribes the daily buildup of,
and fighting between, the French and
Viet-Minb forecs. The veports ol the
French attempts to resupply the for-
tress are excellent as is Dr. Fafl's de-
scription of the individuals participal-
ing in the battle, The hook coneludes
with a spcllbinding recountal of the
last agonizing hours of the gallant
French defenders and their  demol-
ished fortress. In addition, the reae-
lions of VFrench, Ameriean, and DBrit-
ish officials after the fall of Dien Bien
Phu are reviewed. This book is hipghly
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recommended for the student of mili-
tary history and should he a part of
cvery military library,
G. H. KAFFR, JR.
Commander, U.S, Navy

Farago, Ladislas. The RBroken Sedl,
New York: Random House, 1967,
439 p.

The Broken Seal is the story of mil-
itary and diplomatic cryptology and
its place in the events that ended in
World War II. The breaking of the
Japanese codes prior Lo World War 11
is houschold knowledge and has led
to considerable allegation and much
hindsight prophecy. Mr, Farago has
treated this subject completely, starl-
ing with the first hreaking, in 1915,
of an American code by an ambitious
American code clerk, From this point
he follows the fortunes, in terms of
success, failure, and indifference pe-
riods, of 11.8, military and diplomatic
eryptology involving the Japanesc.
Mr. Yarago has a background of
World War 11 ONI service and was
an intimate of many of the primaries
in this story. His research into the
Japanese side of the story was im-
mense and complete.  The footnotes,
reference notes, and hibliographic ma.
terial provide a complete and inter-
esting supplement and will fan  the
reader’s further interest in this in-
trigning subjeet. Tt is this material,
in part, that makes the Reader's Di-
gest condensation of this hook pale
compared to the full work.

The  cvent-by-event, personality-hy-
personality, national-reaction and in-
ternational-counteraction  coverage of
the United States-Japanese relations
from 1918 through 1941 weaves an in-
eredible story, Tt is a story replete
with daring plans, the dull cerypto-
analysis spadework, the good and the
had luck, and the humorous and the
saddening stories. Cryptology came
of age in 1921 during the Washington
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Disarmament Conferences when, by
virtue of the “Yardley Black Room,”
the Americans gained access to the
Japanese diplomatic eodes. This gave
the United States a virtual monopoly
at the conferences and assured her
achieving her goals. The flush of this
victory brought the *“Black Room”
and interest in cryptology to the fore
and scemed to assure ils position in
military and diplomatie circles. Tivents
and personalities were later to causc
great fluctuations in the interest and
support, preventing a stcady achicve-
ment in the field. Because of the dedi-
cation of a few, however, the art was
never lost, but did pass Dhack and
forth from the Navy to the Army as
various influences affected the indi-
vidual scrvices. It is amazing to read
how the inner few were able, by com-
hining hard work and intrigue, to
continue to hreak the code syslems
and duplicate the machines used by
the Japanese up through the advanced
“purple” machines eurrent at the start
of hostilities in 1941, The work of the
“purple” machines had the code name
“Operation Magic” and those cleared
to read magic messages were referred
to as “ultras.”

The individuals involved in this
work on the Japanese codes and the
part that cach played in this drama
which climaxed on that morning of 7
Deecmber 1941 are, in the apinion of
the reviewer, the vital message of this
look. The relaling of how it all hap-
pened is important, but the devotion of
some, the indifference: of some, and
the disbelief of others in this tense
drama of national security stand as
heacons 1o those that follow. M.
Farago does not make heroes, nor
dors he make “goais,” hut the reader
will sense the “if” situations and can
make the judgment of how a bit mare
openmindedness, less complacency, Tess
compartmentalion, and fewer worries
about protocol could have changed the

course of events. This intensely inter-
esling and informative book is recom-
mended for all naval officers and all
others who have positions of respon-
sibility in national security. Of greal
historieal interest, it is a dramatic tes-
timony to the cost of being complacent
and routine at any level of responsi-
hility in Federal Scrvice.

I. C. GILMORE

Commander, 1.5, Navy

Hindus, Maurice, The Kremlin’s Hu-
man Dilemma. Garden City, N.Y.:
Doubleday, 1967, 395 p.

The Kremlin's Human Dilemma
provides a fascinating approach to
viewing life in the Soviet Union. Au-
thor Maurice Hindus feels that the
increase of individuality among Soviel
cilizens poses a development of major
proportions and procecds Lo investi-
gate the thesis over a broad eultural
speetrum.  The hook is divided into
three main parts. The first two con-
trast life in the city with life in the
village, while the last looks at the ideol-
ogy-individuality conflict in more spe-
cific arcas. Anything but dull, .this
latter group of suhjects includes athe-
ism, anti-Semitism, literature, Russi-
fication, and a novel facet entitled
“Rediscovery of Sex.” Mr. Iindus,
a Byclorussian-born Ameriean, is a
keen observer of the Soviet seene who
writes with the authority of onc who
has traveled throughout the country
over a period of many years. While
earcfully documented, the book avoids
dryness through extensive wuse of
novellike dialogue between the author
and the wide range of Russians that
he encounters, The author seems par-
ticularly adept in addressing the agri-
cultural sector and irs inherent in-
compatibility between a proven need
for profit incentive and ideclogical al-
truism — work for work’s sake. In-
deed, his own peasant heritage pro-
vides an ideal base from which to con-
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trast the old with the new in objec-
tive depth. While Mr. Hindus shuns
sensationalism, he did obtain evidence
of a brutal repression of a worker re-
volt in Rostov as late as 1964, indi-
cating that the stale eontinues 1o retain
such action options in spite of a sur-
face increase in personal liberty. The
author concludes that the Communist
Party will continue its absolnte power
over the Soviet citizens but predicis a
near-future “palace revolution” within
the Party, vesulting in a shift toward
Yugoslavia-type  soclalism  with its
closer marriage of ideology and real-
ity. We live in an era where it is
patently impossible to know too much
about our major military adversary.
The Kremlin's Humen Dilemma fills
a large void in a neced-to-know area
elliciently and interestingly.  Accord-
ingly, it is highly recommended to
all.
R.C. WATT
Commander, U.S, Navy

Nghiem-Dang. Viet-Nam: Politics and
Public  Administration. 1lonolulu:
Fast-West Center Press, 1966, 437 p.
Author Nghiem-Dang has endeav-

ored to provide the American reader

with a comprehensive and systcmatic
study of public administration in Viet-
nam. In this political science treatise
the opposing elements in the autho’s
background as first, a practicing pul-
lic official in what is now North Viet-
nam, and later an edueator and scholar,
arc elearly evident. Unfortunately, the
civil scrvant side of Mr. Dang’s two
careers is apparently the more domi-
nant and scems to have compelled him
to deserihe the inner workings of goy-
ermmental  institutions  and  bhurcan-
eratic procedures in needlessly minute
detail. This deseriptive maze required
scveral evenings of disciplined con-
centration to traverse and digest and
is considered gencrally unrewarding
in terms of paining additional insight
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into the politico-military  problems
currenty hesetting South Vietnam. On
the other hand, the autho’s years as
a scholar occasionally shine through
the pedestrian aecount and illuminate
such important aspecls as the contri-
butions made by the Chinese, Indian,
IF'veneh, and Ameriean administrative
traditions to the advancement of gov-
ernment in Vietnam, The passages
regarding the flexibility and durahility
of the mandarinate system of civil ser-
viee and the differenees hetween out-
right gralt and corruption and rilual-
istic gift giving are particularly deserv-
ing of close attention, In all, it is
doubled that Viet-Nam: Polities and
Public Administration will ever be-
come a classic in its field, but it can
furnish the professional military offi-
cer willh a nseful guide to contem-
porary government in South Vietnam.

W. J. WHITE

Lieutenant Colonel,

[1.5. Marine Corps

Steinicke, Dietrich. Das Navicertsys-
tem.  University of Hamburg: Re-
seareh Group for [nternational Law
and Foreign Civil Law. 1966. 2 vols,
368 p.

The “*Navieert System” (abhrevia-
tion of “Nuvigation Certificate Sys-
tem™} was created and developed by
the British Government during World
War | and World War IT as a system
of effecting contraband control over
neutral merchant shipping. The study
has been divided inte two parts:

Part T contuins a systematic presen-
tation of the speeial measures of the
navieert system  and  their  historieal
development during World Wars 1
and Il bhased on numerous unpub-
lished documents,

Part II is devoted to the study of
the navieert system as it relates to
international law. In this research a
difTerentiation has been made hetween
the voluntary and the compulsory na-
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vicert system, and hetween the differ.
ent means of implementation at the
neutral country of shipment, on the
high scas, and at the neutral country
of destination,

The study tries to answer the ques-
lion as lo whether the navicert system
conforms Lo international law or has
een recognized as an inslitulion of cus-
lomary international law, The impor-
tance of the subject of this study and ils
curteney is evident, hecause the Uniled
States made use of the navicert system
maothod under guise of a “clearing
gystem” during the Cuban Crisis in
1962, and heecause the developments in
Southeasl Asia might force the United
States to take similar actions in re-
spect to the South China Sea. In this
connection, part 11 {pages 265 IT.),
which deals wilhi the Soviet atlitude
and practice of customary interna-
tional law, will be of extraordinary
interest,  However, the assumptions
and conclusions stated therein should
he read with highly critical eyes. Al-
though the Soviet Union has always
stuck to the principle of pacte sunt
servanda, and in spite of the Sovicl
attitude during the present phase of
“peaceful coexistence” as it appears in
the cited explanations of Tunkin (So-
vict Professor for International Taw),
there is no cvidence that the Soviel
Union — in casc of inlernational crisis
or of hot war— would not interpret
customary international law  accord-
ing Lo her school and ideology of dia-
lectic materialism!

Both parts are written in the Ger-
man language, but hecanse the au-
thor has bheen nsing a juridical ter-
minology, which is linguistically of
Roman origin (Latin}, and Dheeause
all citations of British or United States
sources are printed in Fnglish, thero
will be no major dilliculties in reading
and understanding the publication.
Morcover, part IT includes a Summary
and a List of Contents {for both part
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1 and part 11} in the Fnglish lan-
guage.

Henrich Grote

Captain, Federal German Navy

Wylic, Joseph C. Military Strategy.
New Brunswick, N.I.: Rutgers Uni-
versity Press, 1967, 111 p.

This book scts forth Rear Admiral
Wylic’s plea for recognition of strat-
cgy as a legilimate and imporiant
public eoncern. He feels that current
thinking with regard to strategy is
disorganized, superficial, and inade-
quate. 1lis treatise is directed Loward
achicyement of more erecative intel.
lectual activily in this area from hoth
the military and the cducational/in-
stilutional levels, Rear Admiral Wylie
presents in suceincl terms the gen-
erally accepted theories of strategy and
explains their liinitations. These in-
clude the maritime theory proposed
hy Mahan and Corhett, the air theory
of Douhel, and the continental theory
as postulated by Clausewitz. To these
he has added his thoughts on the
theories of Mao. The point is made
that these arc all specific theories, each
valid under specifie  civcumstances,
with diminishing value as they depart
from the basie conditions, What is
needed, then, is a general theory, ap-
plicable to all phases of warfare. The
author proposes that in this general
theory the primary aim of the strate-
gist should be 1o conduel war with a
degree of conirol of the encmy. This
would he achieved by control of the
pattern of the war through manipula-
tion of the center of gravily of the
war Lo the advantage of the stralegist
and to the disadvantape of the enemy.
This hook carries a thought-provoking
message in very readable form and is
hiphly recommended lor all students
of naval warfare.

I. G. FIFIFLD
Captain, U.S. Navy
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