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COLD WAR OPERATIONS:

THE POLITICS OF

COMMUNIST CONFRONTATION

WIR
W
R

Part | — Marx and His Followers

(A series of eight lectures by Professor Lyman B3, Kirkpatrick of the Political
Science Department, Brown University, given at the United States Naval War
College during the 1966-67 term as a part of the Flectives Program, These lec.
tures are selected from those in a course entitled Cold Far Operations which
Professor Kirkpatrick presents at Brown. This is the first lecture, and the others
will be published in the next seven issues.)
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It is generally acknowledged that the
philosophy of Karl Marx is the glue
that holds the international Communist
movement together, It is also true that
nowhere in the world is pure Marxism
being followed today. It has been modi-
fied and changed in each country and
by each leader to fit the circumstances
and the time. But like religion, par.
ticularly like Christianity, there have
to be certain fundamentals which Com-
munists at least tacitly acknowledge,
or their movement would collapse. To-
day, communism is more riven by dis-
agreements and by different methods
than ever before in its history, The
former monolithic power has now frag-
mented to a very large degree, ac-
centuated and underlined by the intense
conflict between the Soviet Union and
China.

It is important that Americans under-
stand Marxism and what it means, It
has wide aftraction in the world today.
This is true even though anybody who
studies Marxist philosophy ecan spot
flaws. It has many errors and miscon-
ceptions. The error most frequently
noted is that Marx predicted that revo-
lutions would take place in the heavily
industrialized states: Great Britain,
France, the United States, and Ger-
many. The Communist revolution took
place in Russia, which was not heavily
industrialized. The successful Com-
munist revelution in China was based
almost completely on an agrarian move-
ment,

While there are many errors which
can be pointed out in Marxist philoso-
phy and theory, this is not the point
at issue. The fact is that Marx pro-
vided a logical explanation of history
for many peoples of the world. We
commonly accept the figure that about
onc-third of the present population on
earth is either Marxist or Marxist sym-
pathizers. Marx provides them a logi-
cal basis for understanding what gen.
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erally is their plight or their alicnation
from society.

It is important that Americans should
understand the appeals of Marxism —
its strengths and weaknesses, Such an
understanding would provide a better
basis for coping with communism and
preventing its spread. In the past our
attitude too frequently has beén based
on the oversimplified explanation: com-
munism is evil and our way is good.
We have handicapped ourselves by tak-
ing this attitude and by not recogniz-
ing that communism does have appeals,
and it will attract people. Tt will gain
strength, It is almost a natural type of
religion or bible for underdeveloped
nations to follow and adopt. The re-
cent history of many African and
South Asian countries, and even Latin
American couniries, would serve to
bear this out.

It is remarkable and encouraging
that Notre Dame University has spon-
sored a Conference on Marxism, At
this conference were present not only
members of the clergy who are experts
on Marxism, but foremost theoreticians
from Communist countries. There were
critical analyses of Marxism, and per-
haps even more significant than the
fact that one of our great Catholic
universities was sponsoring this meet-
ing was the fact that the Communist
Marxists were willing to admit that
there were many flaws in the basic phi-
losophy that Marx originally advocated,
However, there was gencral agreement
that, beyond question, Marx is one of
the most important philosophers whose
thought affeets modern socicty,

Marx is both fascinating and repul-
sive. He was a man so dogmatic that
aside from Frederick Engels he had
literally no friends in the world. He
tolerated no difference from his view-
points. He was ruthless and seathing,
devastating to hoth critics and to other
political philosophers, somec of con-
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siderable note, with whom he did not
agree. His mother said of him after he
started writing Das Kapital, it was too
bad Karl didn’t make some, instead
of writing about it.

Marx came from a family which was
originally of Jewish origin but who
had adopted the Lutheran faith. Karl
had no faith except irn himself. He
did not believe in any God and was
violent in his denunciation of religion
— atheism being one of the funda-
mental points of Marxism.

Marx originally intended to be a
lawyer. He studied at the Universities
of Bonn and Berlin, but he decided his
interest was philosephy and wrote a
doctoral dissertation on Greek material-
ism at the University of Jena.

His first paying job, of which he
held about three in his entire lifetime,
each for very short periods, was with
a journal of political science called the
Rheinische Zeitung. He attacked the
German Government and system so
fiercely in its one year of existence
that the publication was banned, and
he was asked to leave Germany. He
then moved first to Paris, then to Brus-
sels, and was successively asked to leave
each of those countries mainly under
pressure from the Prussian Govern-
ment. He gained the reputation as a
courageous newspaper man, but he
moved into forefront among the politi-
cal philosophers when with Engels he
wrote the Communist Manifesto after
the first meeting of the International
Workingmen’s Association (or First
International) in Brussels.

In 1849 Marx moved permanently
to London. The British were more
tolerant of political renegades and less
susceptible to Prussian pressure. IHe
held his last paying job in London.
Charles Dana, one of the great news-
paper men of his time, hired Marx
to write articles for The New York Tri-
bunre at $5 per article.

For the rest of Marx’s life, until he
died in 1883, he lived on the donations
of his collaborator and, in some re-
spects, his ghost writer, Frederick
Engels. Marx finished volume one of
Das Kapital just before he died, and
Engels finished and published volumes
two and three after Marx’s death. Marx
launched a philosophy which has prob-
ably caused more anguish and perhaps
even more human misery than any
other. He came from good upper mid-
dle class origin. His brother-in-law was
Minister of the Interior in the Prussian
Government, and he was related
through marriage to the Duke of
Argyll.
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Marx read history probably beyond
the capacity of most scholars. He
studied all of the political philosophers
in great detail. We could almost safely
say that he probably ended up knowing
more about their political philosophies
than they did themselves. He wrote
devastating commentaries on them. Qut
of this evolved a Marxist philosophy
which has underlined the socialist move-
ment throughout its history. It is in-
teresting to note that because of his
aversion to hostile views he broke up
the First International rather than lose
control of it.

The most important part of Marx’s
philosophy relates to the inevitability
of history: man will not be able to
affect his environment or his future
to any large degree because there will
be an inevitable turn of events which
will govern his destiny. To prove this
Marx used historical or dialectical ma-
terialism. A general reaction and re-
vulsion against working conditions
was then starting to creale turbulence
throughout Europe. Wages were low.
The number of hours in the workweek
pressed the limit of human endurance.
Working conditions were horrible,
Child labor was prevalent. The factory
owners made fortunes, but the work-
ingman seldom was able to rise above
poverty. Marx was convinced that the
capitalist systern would never correct
its ways, and the only solution was for
the worker to seize the means of pro-
duction.

Marx believed man went through
specific stages of evolution, starting
with primitive man moving into agrar-
ian society, followed by feudalism and
then capitalism, and finally the two
stages of communism — the socialist
and the Communist socliety.

To Marx religion was a dangerous
rival. It gave man a crutch to rest on.
The only belief man should hold was
socialism. Under socialism the state

https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/nwc-review/vol20/iss9/2

would acquire all means of production.
All men would be equal. Income for
everybody would be apportioned ac-
cording to their production. Classes
would disappear. This eventually would
result in the withering away of the
state, which would no longer be re-
quired to suppress class conflict.

The state in the Soviet Union and
other Communist countries not only has
not withered away, but has prospered
and become bigger and healthier and
fatter and more inefficient. The Com-
munist Party has become the ruling
elite. More and more Communists now
recognize the accuracy of Djilas’ thesis
of a dozen years ago that there has
been the development of a new class
which has taken over the dictatorship
rather than the proletariat. The 23rd
Party Congress of the Soviet Union in
March 1966 in Moscow brought this
out very clearly. The meeting of the
Central Committee of the Yugoslav
Party on 1 July 1966 reemphasized that
the Party had become out of control
even in Yugoslavia. (Second probably
only to the secret police, which ap-
parently had become even more out
of control.)

And so we find the Communists mov-
ing back. It is interesting to note that
at the last three Party Congresses of
the Communist Party of the Soviet
Union it was acknowledged that they
do not have communism. They have
socialism. They say they are moving
towards communism. This is the drum
that they must keep beating in order
to keep the faithful toeing the ideologi-
cal line.

Marx’s labor theories are important
to note in passing. Marx reasoned that
all production was based upon the value
of the labor put into it, ignoring the
other factors that are involved in pro-
duction. To that he attached his sur-
plus value of labor which was the key
to his attack on capitalism. Rather than
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to each according to his nceds and to
his ahility, the capitalist got the henefit
of the surplus production. This made
the capitalist rich and made the work-
ingman poor.

Marx was a philosopher of violence.
Violence was endemic to his cult. But
Marx was not quitc as violent as the
man we turn to next: Lenin, the tact-
cian of communism today and prohahly
the most revered of the Communist
theoreticians, One cannot help but
speculate what would have happened
had T.enin lived beyond 1924. Iere
was a mau of as great intellectnal bril-
liance as Karl Marx and one of the
great revolutionaries of all time.

Lenin died at the age of 54. It is
generally assumed that he died from
overwork, in trying to make the Bol-
shevik Revolution succeed and in be-
ing what was, in cffect, the absolute
dictator of Russia.

Lenin became a revolutionary at the
age of 17, in 1887, when his brother
was cxccuted for plotting against the
Czar. He was a law student but was
cxpelled from the Universities of Kazan
and St. Petersburg hecause of revolu-
tionary activitics. He was cxiled shortly
thereafter and spent most of the years
until 1917 in exile. Lenin forced the
split in the Russian Social Demoeratic
Party at its mecting in London in 1903
— hetween those who advocated revo.
lution and those who hclicved there
would be an evolution in society for
the better. From that time until his
death Lenin was the epitome of the
Bolshevik or the majorilty movement in
the revolution. During his long exile in
which he got back to Russia only twice,
he, like Marx, spent the butk of his
time in studies. The Communist
“bible,” The Fundamentals of Marxism-
Leninism, is probably 70 percent taken
from Lenin’s collective works,

Lenin returned to the Soviet Union
at the time of the February revolution

and then participated in the overthrow
of the Kerenski Governinent in Novem-
her 1917, He proposed acecptance of
the armistice with Germany despite its
harsh terms, aholished private owner-
ship of land, nationalized the banks,
gave the workers control of factory
producétion, introduced athcism, tried
to suppress religion, and organized the
Cheka, the first of the Soviet secret
police under Dzerzhinsky, which be.
came the instrument for control.

f.enin was the irm believer in world
revolution, One of the more important
aspects of his work was the creation
of the 3rd International in 1919, a hody
which actually continued to exist until
Stalin abolished it as a sop to the
Western allics in 1943, The Comintern
was a worldwide organization ignored
by Stalin to a very large degree after
Lenin’s death in 1924, During its early
years the Comintern ordered the dis-
astrous German revolts which were un-
successful and premature, sponsored an
unsuccessful revolt in TTungary, and
was unable to recalize its goal of world
revolution.

The Comintern developed a formida-
ble organization with an international
bureaucracy in Moscow and a network
of skilled and trustcd operatives all
over the world. The non-Russian Com-
munist Partics could belong to the 3rd
International only if they nccepted as
binding the 21 conditions which Lenin
prescribed at its 2nd World Congress
in 1920, These required that all parties
follow the orders of the Comintern and
snpport the Communist Party of the
Sovict Union. The basic philosophy of
the Comintern was Lenin’s: that revo-
lutionary conditions could be created
only by small, highly disciplined par-
tics.

Stalin did not immediately obtain
tight control over thc Communist Party
of the Soviet Union or over the system,
but he moved in with great skill and
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adroitness, By the end of the 1920’s,
Stalin was in control. Following the
purges of the 1930’s, he was the un-
questioned dictator, Stalin did not have
either the fascination of Marx or the
intcllectual qualities of Lenin. He was
a cold individual, a clever and calculat-
ing revolutionary.

Lenin was the great tactician of
Marxism and the great revolutionary.
Lenin was willing to compromise; to
him theory was a vehicle, and not an
iron discipline. Ie insisted on the dis-
cipline within the Party, and he insisted
on a small, tight Party of completely
disciplined individuals to be the spear-
head of the revolution, In his new cco-
nomic policy Lenin restored the can-
cept of private properly in order to
ohtain cooperation from the farmers.
Without the help of the farmers Lenin
feared the revolution wonld fail during
the period when the Soviet Union was
practically totally isolated from the
rest of the world.

Stalin, too, did not coneern himself
with following all of the philosophy of
Marxism. He was a coldblooded, ruth-
less ruler who would usc whatever was
needed to maintain controls both over
the Communist Party of thc Soviet
Union, and the Russian people thereby,
and over the Communist Parties of the
other countrics. But it was Lenin who
decided to split the revolutionary move-
ments of the other countries when the
Comintern insisted that all of the Com-
munist Parties of the world would have
to follow without deviation the dietates
and orders of the Soviet Union. This
split the Communist Parties of the
world,

Stalin was denounced by Khrush-
chev at the 20th Party Congress in 1956
in a sccret 6-hour spcech to the Party.
The speech was cirenlated among the
Fastern European Communist Parties
and in this way reached the non-Com-
munist world.

https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/nwc-review/vol20/iss9/2

Khrushchev's denunciation of Stalin
was, in effect, the siart of the fragmen-
tation of communism and the break-
down of thc monolithic unity which
perhaps was far more dangerous than
what we have today. Tt occurred in
the same ycar as the Hungarian and
Polish revolts. It split the Communist
Parties of the world as badly as the 21
conditions of the Comintern had in
1920. At various times sinece 1956 the
theoreticians and the leaders of the
world Communist movement have tricd
to close the split; they have attempted
to resurrcet the image of Stalin and to
gcl the word across that he was not as
bad as Khrushehev had painted him;
that while he had engaged in cxcesses,
purges occasionally were noeessary.
This has not succceded.

The last of the four men most im-
portant from the ideological point of
view of eommunism is Mao Tse-tung.
Mao is the agrarian Communist. The
basis of his movement is the peasant.
He ignores to a certain degree the
workers in the eities. He based his
strength and developed his following
primarily in the agricultural areas of
China, although the Communist Party
prior to Chiang Kai-shek’s purge of
1927 was fairly strong in some of the
cities. Mao at one point worked with
Chiang when the orders from Moscow
were to cooperate with the Nationalist
movement: lo bencfit from its strength,
to infiltrate it, penctrate it, and then
take it over. The Kuomintang itsclf
probably sowed more seeds of its own
dissolution than the Communists were
able to do. The speed of the success
of communism in China in 1949 came
to a large degree because of the willing-
ness of the Russians to let Mao and his
forees get arms surrendered by the
Japanese. This made a tremendous dif-
ference in the final battles by the Com-
munists against what were then pretty
badly disorganized Kuomintang forces.
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Recent publicity out of China is in-
dicative of the tremendous and over-
whelming idolation of Mao as the
father image to the Chinese Commu-
nists. How much he actually controls
the decisions of the Central Committce
today is unknown. The very faet that
he still has sufficient strength to order
a purge of the basic elements of the
Party and to name his suecessor is in-
dicative of the influence that this man
has on China today and the inflluence
he probably will have over all of Asian
Communists. Mao has tried to east
the Chinese form of communism as a
model for the underdeveloped nations
of Southcast Asia and Afriea to follow.
He has attacked with considcrable skill
and with eomplete viciousness the Rus.
sians and the Russian form of com.
munism. The attacks allege the Rus-
sians are racist, that Russia has built
a tremendous industrial society but has
lest all touch with the reality of the
workingman and the peasant, and that
it is Communist China that is the true
father of revolution today.

The Indonesian revolt was indicative
of tactical error on the part of the
Chinese. While this was a massive
failure, it is not something from which
we can take any long-range comfort.
The Communists will gradually rebuild
their strength in Indonesia over the
years. It probably will he more Rus.
sian-inelined communism than Chinese-
inclined after the dchacle of 1965. The
faet that some 300,000 people were
killed during this revolt does not lessen
the potency and the danger of com-
munism in Indonesia, Conditions in
that country for the foreseeable futurc
will provide a breeding ground for
communism. The influence of China
will he great in Indonesia and in all
of the South Asian countries even
though the Russians will chviously con-
centrate their major cfforts toward

gaining influence where China has lost
it.

Marxism as practieed today is an
important key to cold war operations.
The 23rd Party Congress of the Sovict
Union held in March 1966 was labeled
hy some as a “do-nothing Congress.”
It was not a “do-nothing Congress,” It
was an important Congress when it is
recognized that a Party Congress is
not an action hody hut a ratification
body. The Central Committee makes
the decisions in advanee; the Polithure
(or the Presidium) is the main draft-
ing body together with the various
Secretariats. When the 23rd Party
Congress met in March 1966 we can
be quite sure that the organization and
the advanee work had all been done
with meticulous eare. The Communists
are good on organization, on planning,
and on dectails. It is only occasionally
when they either go by whim, such as
Khrushehev putting missiles in Cuba,
that they are apt to make a mistake.
When they prepare for something as
important as the Party Congress, and
partieularly one where there are going
to be some 90 foreign Communist Par-
ties present, nothing is left to chance
or to somebody's personal whim, It
is all prepared very carefully in ad-
vance,

What this Party Congress indicated
was, first and foremost, that the Rus-
sians at that timc did not want to
exacerbate the split with Communist
China. The Russians did everything
they could within the realm of national
dignity to persuade the Chinese to at-
tend. They used the North Vietnamese
as intermediaries. The Russians re-
strained what must have been a tre.
mendous urge to respond to the eriti-
cisms of Peking. The Chinecse insulted
not only the Communist Party of the
Sovict Union, but Russia as a country,
The Russians, in return, held out the
olive branch.

Published by U.S. Naval War College Digital Commons, 1967
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The 23rd Party Congress also indi-
cated that the Russians were adopting
a much more lenient position toward
national communism or the individual
roads to socialism that had bheen
adopted in many other countries. This
was important for Russian relations in
Eastern Europe where Yugoslavia acts
with independence. The Yugoslavs
have twice direetly defied the Soviet
Union — literally invited military in-
tervention. Tito, a graduatec of the
Comintern as well as the Spanish Civil
War, is idolized in his own country.
He clearly indicated to the Russians
that their system of communism was
not the Yugoslav system of communism.
This was brought out cven more
graphically in the purge in the Yuge-
slav. Party in the summer of 1966,
Yugoslav reforms included the return
of a greater degrce of production con-
trol to the factorics, decentralization,
and the insistence of deemphasizing
Party interference with hoth State and
economy. The Yugoslavs are an ex-
ample of independence, but the Soviets
have been careful not to alienate them.

Ceausescu, the leader of the Ru-
manian Party, has not openly with-
drawn from the Warsaw Pact, but he
has indicated he no longer considered
it a necessity. He has bluntly refused
to fully participate in Comecon, the
economic community that the Russians
have been trying to introduce in East.
ern Europe.

The Italian Communist Party is one
of the most powerful in the frce world,
able to poll some 25 percent of the
votes in any national election. This is
a Party respeeted not just in Furope
but throughout the world. Palmiro
Togliztti, the late leader of the ltalian
Party, was considered one of the great
Communists of his time, The Italian
Party has sought an understanding
with the Chureh. There has heen an
exchange of views, an exchange of pa-

https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/nwc-review/vol20/iss9/2

pets, and the Russians not only have
tolerated this, hut have passively given
it some degree of acccptance. All of
these are factors that underline the
significance of the 23rd Party Congress.

Marxism in the Soviet Union has
changed. The Soviets have recognized
that the profit motive is important even
in communism. They have decentralized
more and more in order to get efficient
and ceonomic production. The Soviets
have ercated a private company in the
motion picture industry in which there
will be a profit sharing among the pro-
ducers and salarics based upon the in-
come that the company carns. [s this
the communism or the socialism that
Karl Marx was preaching?

The 23rd Party Congress of the So-
viet Union also produced some rather
temperate remarks ahout United States
intervention in Victnam: temperate
considering the conditions and the fact
that the Soviets could not say publicly
that they would like the war ended even
if it meant a withdrawal of the North
Victnamese forces and stablization of
South Vietnam under an Inlernational
Control Commission, The faet that
within the realm of their commitment
to world socialism they have been as
moderate is important.

There are all types and hrands of
so-called Marxism. Some of it is purcly
political opportunism on the part of
the individual or the country, adopted
because Marx offered an historically
and philosophically cogent explanation
of historical development. Marxism is
often adopted because it provides an
alternative.

To retern to our opening premise,
Marxism is the glue that holds the
world Communist movement together,
and without it the world Communist
movement would disintegrate cven
more rapidly and to a greater degree
than it appears to bhe doing at the
present time. This is not to say that

8
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the dangers of communism are any
less. 1t still offers a way with which
many of the underdeveloped countries
will experiment at one time or another,
as Guinea did, as Ghana did, and as
Indonesia did. Perhaps the best ex-
ample of the distortion of Marx comes
from a Cabinet Minister in an African
country who has stated that while he
is a Marxist, he docs not hclieve in
atheism because religion is very im-
portant to his pcople; he does not be-
licve in state ownership of production
because his country needs Western cap-

D WAR OPERATIONS 11

ital; that he does not believe in collec-
tivization because the ownership of
land is basic to Africans and that they
must have this if they wish to have
progress. But he still says he is a
Marxist.

This politician is typical of more
and more of the type of Marxists that
we have in the world today. There are
still hard-core Marxists in every coun-
try of the world. But the Marxist of
today is probably more of an opportun-
ist than a truc follower of the original
philosopher.
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