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could reconstruct these small-unit
clashes in such an intimate and skillful
manner. Having spent a lifetime as a
highly successful military historian, au-
thor, and officer, he is well qualified to
conduct an extremely interesting and
objective account of irregular warfare
as it is heing fought in Vietnam today.
The author spent 3 months in Vietnam
during the summer of 1966 with the
soldiers and units covered in Batides in
the Monsoon. During this period he
shared their fears and concerns, as well
as their victories and defeats. Aside
from being an interesting hook, 1t gives
the reader a deeper understanding eon-
cerning the true nature of irregular
warfare. It is highly recommended
reading [or all military officers.

J. C. MIZE

Lieutenant Colonel, UI. 8, Army

Pell, Claiborne and Goodwin, Harold
L. Challenge of the Seven Seas, New
York: Morrow, 1966. 306 p.

If the carth were a smooth sphere it
would be covered by a mile and a half
of water, About four-fifths of the
earth’s animal life is found in the sea.
Earth’s highest peak is Mount Everest,
slightly more than 29,000 feet ahove
sea level, Dump this giant among
mountains into the Marianas Trench
and its top would be more than a mile
below the surface. What other facts do
you know about the sea? Our authors
feel a growing sense of urgency and
conviction that wc must begin a [ull
program of ocean education and exploi-
tation without delay. The public and
the executive and legislative branches
of the Federal and State Governments
must be made keenly aware of the po-
tential which the scas have to offer for
national as well as international gain,
In attempting to advance this aware-
ness, the authors cover and discuss, al-
though somewhat superficially, the full
spectrum of events, problems, and de-
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velopments relating to this vast and
challenging subject. The following are a
few of the major topics covered: a pre-
diction ol oceanographic prospects 30
years hence; the need [or turning to
the sea for food, minerals, and water;
the merchant marine and its continued
economic potential; international law;
legitimate exploitation of the sea; and
the 32 governmental agencies, depart-
ments, and offices that arve involved in
oceanographic activities, leading to the
opinion that “the crealion of a statutory
base of ocean developments does not
answer all questions or solve all proh-
lems.”

The authors demonstrate an unusual
intellectual honesty in not maintaining
that they have all the answers. How-
ever, they do provide a penetrating look
at hoth the prohlems and possibilities
that ocean exploitation holds for not
only the United States, but all the world.

R. N. PETERSON
Commander, U.S. Navy

Salisbury, Harrison E. Behind the Lines
-— Hanoi. New York: Harper & Row,
1967. 243 p.

This is a rather strongly opinionated
report by a “trained” ohserver who, it
would appear, also considers himself to
be a military strategist and a diplomatic
tactician. To the author, apparently
everything Americans have done in the
conduct of the war in Vietnam has been
faulty. They have erred in the targets
they have designated to he important
military objectives; they have under-
estimated the endurance and patriolism
of the Vietnamese — North and South;
they have failed to seek a necgotiated
sctilement with the enemy. Behind the
Lines — Hanoi is readahle and pro-
vocative, il one can tolerate the harsh
criticism of Amcrican bomhing and the
remarks inferring possibly questionable
molives on the part of U.S. lcaders.
The book covers the observations and
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