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Estes: Anatomy of the Ste}t’e

impressions that the writer, u New
York Times correspondent, experienced
during 2 brief weeks in the Hanoi area
between 23 December 1966 and 7 Jan-
uary 1967. While in North Vietnam the
author spoke to only one major leader,
Premier Pham Van Dong, who stated,
“it is a saered war for Independence,
Freedom, Life.” He declared that
America’s air war had met with both
military and propaganda defeats. He
impressed the interviewer with the in-
domitable spirit of the North Viet-
namese. Most of them hear arms; the
teenagers are fiercely pairiotie; all are
persuaded that there will he another
great victory as at Dien Bien Phu over
the French. Maintaining that the United
States is unable to achieve a military
victory despite continued escalation,
Dong said that “the key to peace lies
with Washington where the first move
must be to cease bombing North Viet
nam.” Mr. Salishury points out that
hombing North Vietnam has only stiff-
ened Hanoi’s resistance. He considers
Americans remiss not to realize the di-
vergencies hetween “Sacialism in the
North and Democracy in the South,”
and feels they do not understand the
political programs and problems of re-
unification in Vietnam. e bhelieves
Hanoi is now ready to talk terms in
private and with no third party in-
volved. The author bases this view on
the chaos in China and the feeling that
Hanoi has no wish to come under that
country’s domination. I Pcking felt
that Hanoi was pro-Soviet or that China
should intervene in the war against the
United States, it would send its “vol-
unteers” into the fray. Salisbury ven-
tures to declare that the U.S. wmilitary
might actually be secking such involve-
ment in order to crush China, He feels
that China is prepared, even in the
event of a nuclear attack, and that it
should be a challenge to American dip-
lomats to deal with China and to avoid
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a war with her. The writer does not
think that the United States has any-
thing to gain even if she defeats North
Vietnam and that hence she should try
to rcach an honorable and reasonable
scttlement with Hanoi before it is too
late.

B. M, TRUITT

Comnmander, 11.S. Navy

Simpson, Smith. Anatomy of the State
Department. Boston: Houghton Mif.
flin, 1967. 285 p.

This is another analysis of the ills of
the State Department. 1i has the virtue
of having heen written hy a recently
retired officer of the diplomatic service,
and thus the examples used by the au-
thor to support his views are generally
accurate. [Furthermore, the author has
added a eonsiderable amount of re-
scarch to his extensive firsthand
knowledge and experience, but-— un-
fortunately — he becomes a viclim of
the very “‘mystifying phenomenon” he
warns ahout: the tendency of each of-
ficer to characterize the diplomatic es-
tablishment in a difflerent way.,

Quoting Plato, the author hegins his
criticism with “why.” Why is there so
much douht about the State Depart-
ment? The reader is led through a
searching, but often slanted, analysis
of the inner workings of the Depart-
ment of State and the Foreign Service
of the United Statcs. The State De-
partment is compared with other Fed-
eral agencies to show its sirengths and
weaknesses. State’s relations with the
Congress and the White House are
found wanting. Congress is praised for
prodding that brought ahout reforms
in State, but is chastised for not pro-
viding the support that the author con-
siders State should have. Military of-
ficers will probably hc favorably im-
pressed by the author’s high regard for
the manner in which the military es-
tablishment operates, particularly with
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regard to long-range planning and the
training programs for its officers. In
these areas the State Department is
wocfully inadequate, according to the
author who probahly would find that
most of his colleagues agree,

Acknowledging a “current spurt” of
improvement in State, the author never-
theless has some harsh things to say
ahbout all but a few of the top level au-
thorities of the Department and con-
cludes that it “is in dire uced of a gen-
eral manager . . . who has time to over-
sce the establishment in its entirety.”
This manager should he experienced in
the Department and the Foreign Serv-
ice, and Presidents and Secretaries of
State should give him the support he
needs “through succceding Administra-
tions,” Without explaining just how
the time span involved in his solution
is to be covercd by one human being,
the author finally concludes that no
President nor Secrclary would entrust
such a powerful and influential posi-
tion to a carecr oflicer of the diplomatic
service until the Department has won
respect  for prolessionalization and
sound operating procedures, It is re-
gretiable that this otherwise skillful, if
somewhat hiased, analysis of the diplo-
matic service should end on such a
contradictory and rather unrealistic
note, One suspeets that the author longs
for & MeNamara instead of a Rusk in
State. The book is reccommended for
supplementary reading by oflicers who
wish to dclve more deeply into some of
the problems of the State Department,
particularly as they aflcet relalions with
the Department of Defense.

T. S, ESTES
State Department Adviser

Wilson, Dick. 4 Quarter of Mankind.
London: Weidenfeld and Nicolson,
1966. 308 p.

Dick Wilson, former cditor of the

Far Eastern Fconomic Review of Hong

https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/nwc-review/vol20/iss9/18

Kong, has wrillen a threc-part analysis
of Communist China nnder the regime
established in 1949. [t hegins hy con-
sidering the main clements and ten-
sious within new Chinese cultural, so-
cial, and political life; the second part
of the book discusses the national econ-
omy; and the third concludes with a
prophetic review of Red China’s inter-
national relations. After the first few
pages the reader is already impressed
by the meticulous manncr in which Mr.
Wilson documents his statcments drawn
from both Communist and anti-Com-
munist sources, Upon completing the
300 pages of closc-sct type, one cannot
help but also admire the author’s sym-
pathetic and friendly approach lo the
Chinese people and their revolution.
His lack of hostility makes the hook not
only commendably objective hut more
casily understandable, 4 Quarter of
Mankind was written before the cur-
rent Chincse uprisings; however, the
author did have the insight to forecast
that the rcsurgence of traditional in-
dividualism among the people might
eventually jeopardize colleetive dis-
ciplines and the materialistic rule of
internalional communism. On the other
hand, he feels that the universalistic
aspeet of communism eould eventually
break down China’s enltural distaste for
Western modern living. Recent events
have apparently confirmed at least the
first of thesc forecasts. This interesting
book is “must” reading for all students
of international affairs who wish to ob-
tain an accurate comprchension of the
forces behind the contemporary Chinese
revelution,
K. C. HOLM
Captain, U.S, Navy




	Naval War College Review
	1967

	Anatomy of the State Department
	T.S. Estes
	Recommended Citation


	tmp.1531417931.pdf.jwOfL

