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regard to long-range planning and the
training programs for its officers. In
these areas the State Department is
wocfully inadequate, according to the
author who probahly would find that
most of his colleagues agree,

Acknowledging a “current spurt” of
improvement in State, the author never-
theless has some harsh things to say
ahbout all but a few of the top level au-
thorities of the Department and con-
cludes that it “is in dire uced of a gen-
eral manager . . . who has time to over-
sce the establishment in its entirety.”
This manager should he experienced in
the Department and the Foreign Serv-
ice, and Presidents and Secretaries of
State should give him the support he
needs “through succceding Administra-
tions,” Without explaining just how
the time span involved in his solution
is to be covercd by one human being,
the author finally concludes that no
President nor Secrclary would entrust
such a powerful and influential posi-
tion to a carecr oflicer of the diplomatic
service until the Department has won
respect  for prolessionalization and
sound operating procedures, It is re-
gretiable that this otherwise skillful, if
somewhat hiased, analysis of the diplo-
matic service should end on such a
contradictory and rather unrealistic
note, One suspeets that the author longs
for & MeNamara instead of a Rusk in
State. The book is reccommended for
supplementary reading by oflicers who
wish to dclve more deeply into some of
the problems of the State Department,
particularly as they aflcet relalions with
the Department of Defense.

T. S, ESTES
State Department Adviser

Wilson, Dick. 4 Quarter of Mankind.
London: Weidenfeld and Nicolson,
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Dick Wilson, former cditor of the

Far Eastern Fconomic Review of Hong

Published by U.S. Naval War College Digital Commons, 1967

Kong, has wrillen a threc-part analysis
of Communist China nnder the regime
established in 1949. [t hegins hy con-
sidering the main clements and ten-
sious within new Chinese cultural, so-
cial, and political life; the second part
of the book discusses the national econ-
omy; and the third concludes with a
prophetic review of Red China’s inter-
national relations. After the first few
pages the reader is already impressed
by the meticulous manncr in which Mr.
Wilson documents his statcments drawn
from both Communist and anti-Com-
munist sources, Upon completing the
300 pages of closc-sct type, one cannot
help but also admire the author’s sym-
pathetic and friendly approach lo the
Chinese people and their revolution.
His lack of hostility makes the hook not
only commendably objective hut more
casily understandable, 4 Quarter of
Mankind was written before the cur-
rent Chincse uprisings; however, the
author did have the insight to forecast
that the rcsurgence of traditional in-
dividualism among the people might
eventually jeopardize colleetive dis-
ciplines and the materialistic rule of
internalional communism. On the other
hand, he feels that the universalistic
aspeet of communism eould eventually
break down China’s enltural distaste for
Western modern living. Recent events
have apparently confirmed at least the
first of thesc forecasts. This interesting
book is “must” reading for all students
of international affairs who wish to ob-
tain an accurate comprchension of the
forces behind the contemporary Chinese
revelution,
K. C. HOLM
Captain, U.S, Navy
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