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Doenitz, Karl. Memoirs, Ten Years and Twenty Days. Cleveland,
World Pub. Co.,, 1959. 500 p.

A thorough and fascinating chronological account of the Battle
of the Atlantic as waged and directed by an authority on sub-
marine warfare., The author recounts the interplay between
the personalities within the government, and discusses the
problems with which he was faced in the execution of war
against the two major sea powers. The student of antisub-
marine warfare will find this book a “must” if he is to under-
stand a former enemy’s viewpoint of this phase of warfare,
and further, fully to appreciate what the future holds in store
with the use of the high underwater speed, truly submersible
boat in attacks against United States shipping. Admiral
Doenitz utilizes numerous quotations from the “War Diaries”
of his commanding officers to enhance the reading and to
faetualize where necessary to describe better the changing
tactical role of the submarine. There is an underlaying attempt
to refute the Nuremberg verdict againat him; in another
section he goes to some length to question the actions of the
U. 8. Navy during America’s ‘‘Neutrality Period” which pre-
ceded December 11, 1941,

Laqueur, Walter Z. The Soviet Union and the Middle East.
New York, Praeger, 1959. 366 p.

The Soviet Union gnd the Middle Fast ia a very thorough and
extensively documented research study which traces the role
of Soviet policy in the Middle East since the time the Bolshe-
viks first came to power through 1958. Additionally, it is a
highly productive analysis of the internal political develop-
ments in the Soviet Union, and the modus operandi that finally
resulted in the successful attainment of a long sought-after
foreign policy goal. The comprehensive recital contained in
the first half of the book concerning the ideological differences
which for many years hampered Soviet efforts in the Middle
East has more than historical value. In addition to a detailed
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presentation of the turbulent internal policy conflicts which
occurred during this period, and which under Stalin were re-
solved principally by purges, the author documents the diffi-
culties that arose in the efforts to reconcile Communist ideo-
logical objectives with Pan-Islamism, Pan-Arabism and Arab
nationalism (an insight which is necessary for an intelligible
comprehension of the contemporary situation developed in the
second part of the book). These differences of the Stalin era,
however, finally resulted in the casting adrift of all indigenous
Communist parties in that area shortly before World War II,
and the temporary abandonment of the field to the West. At
the same time, the author points out that the debacle for the
West which followed on the heels of the Soviet-Egyptian arms
deal in September, 1955, involved many politico-socio-economic
factors, which could have been far more controlling than de-
fault by the West, or the ineptness and lack of a coherent policy
by the Soviet Union,

A very important lesson is drawn from an analysis of
Soviet successes in finally penetrating the Middle East. The
Soviet political, social and economic system has attracted more
sympathizers and imitators in the backward countries than
in the more developed ones through its presentation of a blue-
print for the rapid modernization of these backward societies,
while, to those that have already reached a higher stage of
development, it does not have as much to offer. This revealing
recapitulation of Soviet techniques employed in achieving Com-
munist penetration of the Middle East offers the reader a pos-
gible clarification of current developments in Cuba, South
America, Africa and Southeast Asia, as well as forecasts of
future political trends in these areas. It would appear that
these political events in the Middle East indicate that the
Soviet Union will be a much more formidable opponent for the
United States in the Khrushchev era than it ever has been
before.
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