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Tang: Communist China Today

East. The main theme of the topics throughout the book deals
with social and economic developments in the Arab world,
political history of the area, the elements of Arab unity and
dissensions, the Israel issue, relations between the Arabs
and the West, and the effects of Russia and Communism on
the Middle East. Many of the articles represent a wide ex-
panse of varying schools of thought as to the solution for the
present turmoil in the Middle East. Although the contentions
of one school tend to refute the arguments of an opposite
school, the pros and cons developed provide a comprehensive
analysis of the situation and its peculiar problems. Among the
many considerations advanced in the text, the arguments for
and against a cooperative scheme for economic development
of the entire area, as well ag controversial assertions regard-
ing a lack of understanding and cooperation among the West-
ern powers are of considerable interest. Basic misconeceptions
in Western thinking about the Middle East are advanced to
point out the need for a reappraisal of unfamiliar factors in
the gituation which have misled Western attitudes and policy.
Discussions of Nasserism, the Ba’ath party and Communism
provide an interesting contrast in reactions, since some of
the contributors are naturally sympathetic to their emergence,
while others are highly critical of such radical movements.
Although the reader will emphatically disagree with some
of the views expressed in the text, they are illuminating in
that they represent gignifieant thoughts which should be taken
into account by the student of Middle Eastern affairs,

Tang, Peter 8. H. Communist China Today. New York, Praeger,
1957. 536 p.

Peter Sheng-hao Tang’s background prepared him admirably
for the truly large task of writing this book (536 pages). He
served as a staff member of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
in Chungking and as an attache at the Nationalist Chinese
Embassy in Moscow before receiving his Ph.D. from Columbia.,
Communist China Today is a comprehensive, almost ency-
clopedic, study of the Red Giant of Asia. It i3 so objective as
to be completely unemotional (and, accordingly, not the
easiest reading in the world). However, this treatment by
a painstaking author has produced a worthwhile analysis
of Chinese Communism — its ideologital and historical back-
ground — and an unbiased study of today’s leadership, mech-

anics and operations.
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