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4 NAVAL WAR COLLEGE REVIEW 

In the first of the Spruance Lecture Series, and the initial lecture delivered in the 
college's newly dedicated Spruance Hall, Mr. Herman Wook presents a timely and 
fascinating perspective on the revolutionary changes affecting our world. To be 
effective in his profession, the naval officer must possess an understanding of the 
social forces that have molded contemporary society, 

THE NAVAL OFFICER IN AN AGE OF REVOLUTION* 

Spmancc Lecture 

by 

Herman Wouk 

In greeting the many distinguished 
guests who are here tonight, I want to 
say a word of special greetings to a man 
without whose work neither I, nor 
anybody who writes on World War II, 
would be able to function. I am proud 
that among those present is the great 
historian Samuel Eliot Morison. 

When the creator of Captain Queeg 
addresses the Naval War College, a 
smoky trace of revolution already is in 
the air. Evidently you have even decided 
to overlook that well-known aphorism, 
"The Navy is a master plan designed by 
geniuses for execution by idiots." Of 
course I never said this; Lieutenant 
Keefer of the U.S.S. Caine said it. Much 
like a flesh and blood parent, an author 
has limited control over the utterances 
of his phantom offspring. I suppose 
forgiveness comes the more easily here 
at the Naval War College, where ob· 
viously I address only the geniuses. 

The predicament of the naval officer 
in our revolutionary times is a somber 
one. In making this the topic of the first 
Sprnance Lecture, I have tried, in Ray­
mond Spruance's spirit, to go to the 
heart of the current naval problem. 

"Revolution" is a word toward 
which we Americans have ambivalent 
feelings. We are getting ready for the 
bicentennial, 3 years hence, of the 
revolution that gave birth to our coun­
try. We consider it a glorious overthrow. 
Our most conservative female blue­
bloods proudly call themselves the 
Daughters of the American Revolution. 
They do not think of the Boston Tea 
Party as an unlawful destruction of 
property, like the burning of Watts. 
They do not sympathize with the em­
battled soldiers, taunted and threatened 

*The address was extemporaneous, and 
the text is adapted from a taped recording. 
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