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Address delivered by 

Commander Thomas B. Buell, U.S. Navy 

al the occasion of the dedication of 

Spruance Hall 

Naval War College 

7 llcccmber 1972 

Samuel Eliot Morison wrote the 
words that best describe Raymond 
Spruance: j/Power of decision and cool· 
ness in action were perhaps Spruance's 
leading characteristics. He envied no 
one1 regarded no one as rival, won the 
respect of everyone with whom he came 
in contact, and went ahead in his quiet 
way, winning victories for his country. 11 

Victories that were won by American 
forces commanded by Spruance were-

The Battle of Midway 
The Gilbert Islands: Tarawa and 

Makin 
The Marshall Islands: Kwajalein, Roi

Namur, and Eniwetok 
The Marianas: Saipan, Tinian, Guam, 

and the Battle of the Philippine Sea 
lwo Jima 
Okinawa 
Before the war Spruance seemed an 

unlikely candidate for a future fleet 
commander. As a teenager he wrote and 
published poetry that displayed his sen• 
sitivity and imagination, such as his 
description of an approaching summer 
thunderstorm. 

A fringe of black comes o'er the 
northern sky; 

It grows and deepens till at last 
the sun 

Grows dim and disappears. The 
frightened cry 

Of birds is heard, that would the 
tempest shun. 

The gloomy vault above grows 
blacker yet, 

And all except the faintly rustling 
trees 

ls quiet now. The dark clouds' 
fiery pet 

The lightning silent plays about 
their knees, 

But hark' The storm approaches 
and the rain 

In the far distance may be seen. 
A sound 

Of rushing wind, a thunderclap 
contain 

A warning to be off the tempest's 
ground. 

He was reared by women ···at times 
by a domineering mother and at times 
by three young and adoring maiden 
aunts. His father was a recluse whom he 
hardly knew. Spruance attended the 
Naval Academy because his family 
could not afford a university education, 
and there he was unhappy because of 
the military regimen, hazing, and stag
nant curriculum. Yet he was an excel• 
lent student but so inconspicuous that 
few of his classmates knew him well. He 
was described in his yearbook as a shy 
young thing1 open and innocent, who 
would hurt nothing or no one except in 
the line of duty. 

Spruance supported not only his 
family but his mother and aunts as well. 17
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