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FROM THE EDITORS

Unmanned vessels are proliferating across the globe and are being adopted for 
a growing breadth of roles. The future promises platforms ranging from small, 
persistent surveillance vessels to full-size ships outfitted for sea combat and 
fires. As unmanned vessels’ roles expand and come into contact with adversary 
forces, their political and legal distinctions from manned vessels become more 
important. In “Small Mobile Pieces of National Sovereignty? Uncrewed Vessels, 
Naval Diplomacy, and the Challenge of Signaling,” Richard Dunley explores the 
differences in how unmanned vessels are perceived, by both the operator and the 
target, and how these differences affect political signaling and conflict escalation. 
These dynamics demand study—both to avoid political miscalculation and to 
maximize the operational utility that these platforms promise. Richard Dunley is 
a senior lecturer at the University of New South Wales–Canberra, teaching at the 
Australian Defence Force Academy.

From the moment that Carl von Clausewitz introduced the concept of “fric-
tion” in the conduct of war in his seminal work, military leaders and technolo-
gists have sought to minimize its impact on their operations (and to maximize its 
impact on their enemies). These efforts exploded in the twentieth century, and 
with the advances in computing seen in this century, the promise can appear ex-
ponential. Nikolas Gardner’s “Clausewitzian Friction and Twenty-First-Century 
War: The Paradox of Technology” surveys the state of friction in modern war as 
a result of dizzying technological advancement and assesses how technology has 
reduced friction in some ways but expanded it in others. Nikolas Gardner teaches 
strategy at the United Arab Emirates National Defense College in Abu Dhabi.

In “The Failure of German Naval Force Design, 1928–39”—a work that will be 
of equal interest to historians and planners and policy makers—Mark Stanovich 
examines the political, strategic, and industrial factors that motivated Germany’s 
interwar force design, and its ultimate failure to starve Great Britain of war ma-
tériel in World War II. The same policy missteps and operational miscalculations 
that dogged interwar Germany are relevant to those engaged in the challenge of 
designing the future USN force structure. Mark Stanovich is a retired Marine 
Corps officer and an associate professor in the War Gaming Department of the 
Naval War College.
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The reemergence of piracy in Southeast Asia and off Africa earlier this century 
caught many by surprise, but the dynamics behind that surging threat to shipping 
and the private security industry that grew up to address it mirror earlier history. 
In “Outsourcing Security at Sea: The Return of Private Maritime-Security Com-
panies and Their Role in Twenty-First-Century Maritime Security,” Pieter Zhao 
surveys the political and economic factors behind the rise of private, mercenary 
naval forces centuries ago and their swift extinction in the nineteenth century. He 
then turns to the modern private maritime-security industry, drawing implica-
tions for its future and effectiveness. Pieter W. G. Zhao is a graduate student in 
international security at the Paris School of International Affairs.

Vietnam has long struggled to coexist peacefully and prosperously with its 
giant neighbor to the north; the “Four Nos” gird Hanoi’s policy attempt to hedge 
against Beijing’s potential threat without entangling itself in foreign affairs that 
might invite punishment and recrimination. In “Vietnam and the Four Nos: How 
Chinese Actions in the South China Sea Influence Vietnam’s Hedging Strategy,” 
Jeff Zeberlein examines how China’s assertiveness and maximalist claims in the 
South China Sea have threatened core Vietnamese interests and strained the vi-
ability of those hedging policies. He argues China’s actions could open political 
space in Vietnam for expanded cooperation with the United States on common 
interests in the region. Jeff Zeberlein is a lieutenant commander in the U.S. Navy. 
An F/A-18 Super Hornet pilot, he currently serves as a department head at Strike 
Fighter Squadron 151.
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